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proceedings, than any man is a 
he gives them birth. This i: is an - 


tion which the author has found | 
tion to thoſe advan- = 


2 


rr 


«4s 


Wy 


ed for in add 

tagen Which he expected to derive from 

| the circumſtance of concealing his name, 

another very material one has ſprung — = 

up. It has enabled him to mix indiſ- = 

criminately in all companies, and col- 1 3 
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le& the ſentiments of perſons who might Is 
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otherwiſe have den ſilent at ſuch an 


interview; or Who would not, at any 
mie, have delivered an | HD 
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leaſt . that it flows from the 


Ty theſe converſations three princi⸗ 


- the 
weight of which, like an impenetrable - 
barrier, obſtrufting the pro greſs of this 
deſign, drew down' upon its head, 
the imputat: n of being a reverie not 
reducible to practice. In order, there- 
fore, to reſcue it from that oblivion to 


which it would oth: 'deſer- 


erwiſe m 
vedly have been conſigned, the author 
was induced, in the ſecond edition, to 
attempt an anſwer to the ſeveral ob- 
jections. Similar reaſons have prompted 
bim to undertake the removal of other 
obſtructions which have been thrown 


in its way ſince the late publication, and 
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have been made to this impreſſion. 


conſidered and explained; and the 
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whole enriched with an a ppendix, con- 


taining a narrative of proceedings, the 
| object of which was, to promote a 
petition praying, parliament to take 


under conſideration the propoſal in 
r 


are now to be found, in the ſhape of 
queries, immediately following the for · 


Many other very material additions 


The doctrine of preſcription has been 
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TT was principally with a view to the ſucceſs 
of the meaſure * which is ſpoken of in the 


foregoing Preface, that the author thought fit to 


keep back his name from the original pete 


of the propoſal before us. For 11 any effectual 
ſtir had been made by others, it left him free 
to throw into the ſcale of their endeayours, 
his little weight and ſanction with better grace 
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* A Petition to Parliament, 
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ADDRESS ro Tur READER. 
and more effe& than i he had ſtood Sil at 


once the acknowledged. author; or if all 
remained quiet, and it plainly . to be 


from no ill will to the plan, but from the mere 


circumſtance of that averſion which moſt gen- 


tlemen have to become a principal, who would 


be active enough as a party, concealment was 
ſtill an advantage, as any exertion of his to 


forward the meaſure, by taking the lead, would 

not be weakened by ſeeming to flow from 
favour ſhewn to his own production. — But 
his failure has ſince convinced him that of all 
men on whom it could have devolved, he was 
the moſt unfit to have taken the matter in 
hand; not only from a defect of talents for 
that purpoſe, but from the zeal by which he 


was Ry, ſo as abſolutely to miſtake his 


way * where no other perſon could have gone 
wrong. A circumſtance which ever fince has 
urged him ſtrongly to make an avowal, that 
by ſuch proceeding the blame which belongs to 
the late miſcarriage might not continue to be 

ſhared by others, 4 


There is beſides another reaſon for producing 
myſelf, which is, that the concealment | is be- 


Ms. See the Appendix, gabe 131. 


ADD RESS TO THE RE ADER. 
mi ichievoufly, as though 


ginning to operate 


there was ſomething more in the plan than 


meets the eye, ſome confciouſneſs of wrong 
that deters the author from ſhewing his face. 


In addition to theſe Waben another occurs, 


viz, That many of thoſe gentlemen who are 


pleaſed to oppoſe the preſent meaſures of go- 


vernment, have from that impreſſion been 
induced to reject the propoſal, conſidering it 


as a mere miniſterial production, artfully put 
forth to ſound on that important point the 


tempers of the people; and that my inter- 


ference is no other than that of a perſon em- 
ploy ed by them to Ig their views. 


Others again who think different! y of public 
matters, have diſdainfully thrown back the 
charge on thoſe who made it, alleging in turn 


the work to be theirs.--—Beſet on each hand in 


this manner by ſtrong contradictory imputa- 
tions, all progres of courſe is effectually 
barr'd. And yet theſe jarrings have had their 
ule, they have furniſhed light to unprejudiced 


minds to diſcern, that in no poſſibility could 


either the one party or the other have had any 
thing to do with this propoſal. 
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In order therefore g 
general concurrence of ſentiment, the 


ſitep neceſſary is, to clear the ground of fears and 
—  jealouſics, and that 1 truſt will be done com- 
_ 2% pleatly by this avowal. | 
1 The minds of men being thus relieved, the 
wbluope and expectation is, that one and all will 
. return calmly to the conſideration of a queſ- 
> tion, which profeſſes no leſs than to hold in 
. its chaſte embrace every valuable concern that 


we have in life. 
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NATIONAL DEBT. 


tereſt upon this debt ten millions. The rent- 
roll of real eſtates— fifty millions. | 


My enquiries, relative to theſe points, en- 
courage me to ſay that every thing conſidered 
our ſituation is not altogether ſo bad as it is 


here repreſented. However, as a greater de- 


We 
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E us ſuppoſe the debt of the Hatten 
two hundred and forty millions. The in- 
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gree of accuracy 18 not material to my preſent. 
purpoſe, let us take It 


(143) 


for granted that the 
rente, debt, and intereſt, are ſuch as I have 


Nated them to be: 


From theſe premiſes, it appears, that the 
income of the individuals of this country is 


ſixty millions a year: and it further appears, 


that if the debt of the nation was transferred 
to individuals, every proprietor of real eſtates 


and ſtock would be encumbered thereby to the 


amount of four years income. 


A proprietor of oo 1. per annum would be 
| burdened with four hundred pounds, another 
of 5001. per annum with two thouſand pounds, 
and ſo on in proportion; which, at four per 


cent. would reduce the firſt to 841. and the 


latter to . per annum. 


when it is conſidered that this payment is in lieu 


of all taxes whatever, I much queſtign whether 


there is a man in the kingdom, who will not 


think himſelf a ner PM the * taking 


o F is is. No ſuch mighty ſacrifice, if | it was 
even in addition to the preſent burdens. But 
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| along with the apa the comforts that | 
attend it. | ait Mt" . 


For my own part, were it in my Store, 
I would not heſitate a moment in the choice 
I would make ; and my Ne * be no 
WR iderable . 175 


The mattor debt is here | ſlated at two 
bübdred and forty millions, and it is propoſed 
that intereſt ſhall be made payable thereon, at 
the rate of four per cent. which will raiſe nine 
millions, ſix hundred thouſand pounds. But 
as no intereſt muſt be calculated upon that 
part of the debt which falls to the ſhare of the 
ſtockholders, we muſt make a deduction of 
1, 600, ooo l. which is their ſhare, being the 
intereſt of 40, ooo, ooo l. or four years income 
of 10, ooo, ooo l. per annum, at four per cent. 
The whole ſum to be levied will therefore be 
8, ooo, ooo I. which is their ſhare who are the 
proprietors of real eſtates, being the intereſt þ 
of 200,000,0001. or four years income of _— 
3 per annum, at four per cent. = 


No objection furely can be made to this —_— 1 
rangement, which, _—_ it takes up the = 
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room of all other national demands, w an 
incumbrance upon the proprietors of real eſtates 
pr: * little more than three 3 in the 


Beides, if. it ſhould. bees appli that 
; the debt has been over- rated; or that the 
5 | bulk of real eſtates has been undervalued ; 
Ml which is moſt likely to be the caſe; Þ the 
= - burden, will be {till , lighter. than that which is 
here propoſed; to be * up $6] back of 
Fs e FF 


Wn 


1 hae los 1 1 
ooh a former paragraph, reſpecting the pay- 
ment of eight. millions only, this regulation 
will effect a reduction of taxes and duties to 
the full amount of nine millions ſix hundred 
thouſand pounds. The total outgoings do not 
exceed twelve millions and a half ; and as the 
ſtorms produce three mila we may {ately 


» Fo what has = appeared wers! is too much reaſon to 
believe that the public debt is ſomewhat undervalued at two 
hundred and forty millions. There does not, however, remain 

a doubt but the proportion of ſix to one between the debt and 

the means will ſtill hold good. 


1 A * Lord Newhaven in bis late publication ſuppoſes the income 
of Great Britain to be one hundred millions x per annum. 


ſay that the ne 18; provided for by tis 
preſent — 


This is the light in kth I have been ac- 
cuſtomed to conſider the ſtate of the nation; 
but it is more than probable that I have view- 
ed it through a falſe medium: for I find it 
has been lately declared in a public aſſembly, 
by a very able and well informed member of 
that honourable houſe, * that as matters now 
ſtand, the annual expence will fall very little 
ſhort of fourteen millions, compounded of the 
following parts : 


WW 


4 , 
8 


! . 
Civil Liſt 900, oo 15 
Peace Eſtabliſhment 3,590,000 b 
Intereſt 4 9,393, 137 | | 15 1 l 


13,793,137 1 


B 
* Mr. Thomas Pitt, now Lord Camelford, 


+ This is the neat ſum to be paid into the hands of govern. 
ment, but it is not the preciſe ſum to be taken out of the 
pockets of individuals ; for to this you muſt add the expence 
of collecting: Which latter ſum, whatever it is, will be ſaved 


to individuals: a circumſtance not named before, but well 
deſerving notice. 
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Let us now take up the buſineſs upon this 
ground. Even in this caſe, which no doubt is 
the worſt that can be put, the deficiency not 
brought to account by the preſent plan is no 
more than 4, 193, 137 . of which the cuſtoms, 
as mentioned above, produeing three millions, 
* there remains ſomething more than one 
million to be provided for by duties the leaſt 
| burdenſome to the people. | 


Suppoſe the duty on ſalt is continued, it is 
very productive, and is in no degree oppreſ- 
five; it is indeed hardly to be felt by the 
meaneſt individual. This duty brings into the 
treaſury upwards of half a million, and ſtamps 
no leſs. T If theſe, which are ſufficient for 
our purpoſe, are approved, all other taxes and 
duties may be done away. 


When war returns, taxes indeed muſt re- 
turn with it. But, as we know where to lay 


* Mr, Pitt in his eſtimate of the revenue took the cuſtoms 
at four millions and a half, for which however as an average 
ſum he has no warrant, the fair average of ten years ending 
the 5th of April, 1785, not much exceeding three millions ſix 
hundred thouſand pounds per annum, See the propriety of an 
actual pay ment. | 


+ The ſtamps are much more productive ſince the late ad · 
ditional duties have been laid on. 
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8 
our hands upon nine millions ſix hundred 
thouſand pounds a- year, we are always pro- 
vided with a ſum, fully ſufficient, to anſwer 
1 the purpoſes either of attack or defence. 


We may, therefore, conſider theſe Arndt 
taxes as a reſource, certain and ine xhauſtible, 
in all poſſible caſes; and as ſuch, it will ope- 
rate to the abſolute annihilation of that mon- 
Aer of the age, à national delt, never more to 
riſe in 9 againſt us. 


and when this circumſtance is made known 
to the, powers of Europe, and other ſtates, it = 
will keep the world in awe; for what nation * 
would be hardy enough to give us offence, 
when it is known, of a certainty, that we can 
fight with them, to the end of time, without 
incumbering ourſelves in future with a — r 
of . 5 | ey : 


11 is neceſſary to ſay ſomething here in 
explanation of what was advanced reſpecting 
the non-payment of intereſt n the ſtock- 
holders contribution. * The income of that 

B 2 


P See page 15. | 
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0 20 8 75 
body of people is ſtated at ten cali a- year; . 
their contribution, therefore, will amount to 


forty millions: the intereſt upon which being 
paid by themſelves to themſelves, an effect is 


produced ſimilar to that which would take 


place by reducing their capital: or, in other 
words, by expunging the national debt to that 
amount. 
Fes WY A proprietor holding” Kock. 
which produces an income of 100 l. per ann. 
is to contribute four hundred pounds: not, 
however, by actual payment of the money, 
but, which is the ſame thing in effect, by re- 
linquiſhing ſo much of his claim upon the 
public. Therefore, clearly, no calculation 
of intereſt muſt be made upon this ſum, 
which, as a debt, has no longer any kind of 


Ph exiſtence. 


Neither 1s this deduction ſo very bitter a 
potion, when 1t 1s conſidered that the remain- 
der will be well ſecured, which is far from the 
caſe at preſent, and at good intereſt; and 
may be transferred, the ſame as now by ſale 
or otherwiſe, not however at an undeter- 
mined price as now, but at par always: for 


49 


this ſurther advantage will attend the regula - 
tion, that it will bring the iniquitous practice of 
ſtock:jobbing to a final period. 


The caſe is ſo obwous, it is almoſt unneceſſary 
to mention, that the proprietors of Teal eſtates, 
- purchaſing ſtock, at any time, to the amount of 

the incumbrance, have it in their power to releaſe 

their eſtates : or, they may again diſpoſe of the 
whole of the ſtock purchaſed, "or a part of it, 
to provide for younger children ; or for any 
other purpoſe, whenever they leaſe, 

It may be ſaid I have preſſed ard upon 
real eſtates; in whoſe relief, therefore, and 
to make the load fall as equal as poſſible upon 

property in general, it is propoſed, agreeable 
to the ſpirit of this deſign, that all debts, whe- 
ther by mortgage, bond, or otherwiſe ſecur- 
ed, (tradeſmens bills excepted, not carrying 
intereſt) ſhall contribute in like proportion. 


For inſtance: It is propoſed that every 
perſon in poſſeſſion of real eſtates to tlie 
amount of 1001. per ann. ſhall contribute four 
hundred pounds: or, in other words, that his 

property ſhall be made ſubject to the pay- 
: D 3 


x _ > 
_ 
_—_ 


(2 ) 
ment of intereſt upon that ſum, at the rate 
of four per cent. But if the proprietor of 


ſuch eſtates is encumbered by mortgage, or 


otherwiſe, he ſhall only contribute in propor- 


tion to his clear income; and the reſidue 
' ſhall be made up, in due a ana by the 


creditors, 


For example : Suppoſe : a perſon in alli 9 


fion of real eſtates to the amount of 1001. 
per annum, to be indebted to one or more 


creditors in the capital fam of 5001. for 
which he pays intereſt at the rate of five per 
cent. In this caſe, as the eſtate is made 
liable to the full payment of 400 l. and 
intereſt thereon as above, the propoſition 
arms the proprietor of the eſtate for his 


| ſecurity with a power to detain that full 
proportion of yearly payment which by this 


plan will be due from others who hold ſecu- 
rities under him; and in this caſe the ſum to 
be detained will be 41. per annum, the ſtated 


| Intereſt of one hundred pounds, or four years 


eme, of 3001 |, at hve per cent, 


7 have ſaid that the propoſed payment is 
in lieu of all taxes whatever, whereas it now 


4 


(8 3 
appears that the duties on falt and ſtamps 
are intended to be continued. * 


| It is true, I have propoſed to continue thoſe 


duties; but their preſſure is very light: and 
Even that weight, ſmall as it is, may pro- 


bably be removed, in part, by ſavings in the 
reform of the peace eſtablihment; and, in 
part, by the increaſe of the, cuſtoms; for no 
doubt they will encreaſe, by virtue, of this 


reform, and gradually come in aid of the 


remainder, 


If the reader is not alreꝛdy aware of the 
circumſtance, it is proper to inform him, 


that what the author has in view is to diſ- 


tribute the weight of our burdens upon the 
individuals of this country, in exact propor- 
tion to their ſtrength and ability to bear them. 
Therefore, when war returns, and with it 


the taxes, the land-tax, according to the pre- 
ſent amount of it, is to be levied by an equal 
rate, affecting not only the land-holder, as 


now, but, in due proportion to their clear 


See this objection obviated in a note page 18, or at leaſt 


in part obviated by what may be called the fair avarage of the 
cuſtoms, 


1 

receipts, all other perſons. who are entitled to 
payments ſecured upon land, or upon the 
proprietors of land. In conſequence of this 
more enlarged and equal diſtribution, the 
landed intereſt, notwithſtanding the vaſt ac- 


cumulation of public debt, will not even in 


time of war, be ſo much loaded as was the 


original expreſs intention of the legiſlature in 
caſes of that kind. That is to ſay----the land- 
tax will not amount, — bello, to four 


ſhillings 3 in the pound. 


There is one very material point of conſi- 


deration, which has hitherto eſcaped my no- 
tice; the diſtreſs which muſt inevitably fall 


upon thoſe who have no other means of ſup- 


port for themſelves and families, but what 


they derive from the emolument of office. 
And as I fear there are ſome who have been 
quick-ſighted enough to anticipate this ruin in 
their minds, from ſuch I ſeek forgiveneſs, for 
having wounded their feelings, though but for 
a moment, by leaving room for the ſuſpicion 


of ſuch injuſtice, Without ſecuring a retreat 


for theſe. 


Myſelf ſhould be the ert 
To hate myſelf, and ſtamp my Plan accurſt, 


1 


Let all ſuch be conſidered as annuitants, and 
continued in che full receipt of their ſalarieg 
for life; or, if that is thought too much, let 
them be put upon half pay. Were it left to 
my determination, the former ſhould have the 
preference. But when prudence draws one 
way, and pity the other, I confeſs myſelf un- 
equal to the conflict. I think I could face 
death, and any danger, with the firmneſs of 
a man; but in caſes like cheſe, TI am woman 
all over, and nothing but weakneſs. 


There is one argument in favor of the more 
humane ſide of the queſtion, which muſt not 
be omitted. That even by leaving them in 
the full poſſeſſion of their ſalaries, - you do, in 
effect, reduce them to half- pay; the fees of 
office being, in moſt caſes, equal to the fixt 
ſalary; and, in many caſes, I believe, conſi- 
n more. 


And et I might enter upon a large field 
of benefits, which will reſult to the popula- 
tion, trade, commerce, and manufactures of 
this country, by the abolition of taxes; but 
they are not numerable within the compaſs 
of this paper: neither, indeed, can it be ne- 


that object of juſt terror to Engliſhmen, will 


n 
ceſſary to enter upon a detail of them, in proof 
E a elf evident fact. 


One circumſtance, however, I cannot for- 
bear to mention, which is, — that the Exciſe, 


no more, like a ſpedtre, appear before us; but 
the gates of that office, like he temple i 
Janus, will be ſhut, never more to be unlock- 
ed, but to provide means, in time of war, 


for the ſecurity of che ſtate. 


7M This, again, . ſhall every Engliſhman 8 
houſe be his caſtle; which, however great, 
however mean, though it were per vious to every 
wind, and acceſſible to all the elements of na- 
ture, the King . the Ring dare not enters © 

There is yet another circumſtance, which, as 
it ſtrikes me forcibly, I beg leave to name. 


That the abolition of taxes, will put an ef- 
fectual ſtop to emigrations F from this country, 


® See Mr. Pitt 8 ſpeech (late Lord Chatham) in . the debate 
reſpecting the illegality of general warrants, 


+ More than forty thouſand perſons are ſuppoſed to haye 
_ Emigrated from this country during the laſt Pew 


| 


tion of theſe kingdoms to a foreign yoke. 
Nay more, that it will in all human probabi- 


nominations from other ſtates, and of courſe 


will enable us {till to hold up our heads among 


to our diſtreſſes, and greater by our fall. 


. which in the preſent poſture of our affairs, in 
Ja certain impending evil, threatning no leſs 
chan the loſs of our liberty, and the ſubjuga- 


4 lity occaſion ſuch en influx of people of all de- 
ſuch an increaſe of wealth and ſtrength, as 
the mighty ones of the earth: and by reſtoring 


us to the loſt dominion of the ſeas, make us 
riſe, /ike a giant refreſhed with wine, ſuperior 


( 238 } 
OBJECTIONS ANSWERED. 


IN oppoſition to the doctrine laid down in 
the preceding ſheets, it has been aſſerted that 
nine millions ſix hundred thouſand pounds a 
year, is not ſufficient to defray the expence 
of a war; as is evident from the ſupplies of 
the two laſt wars, which very conſiderably 
exceeded that ſum. 


Surely this is no ſerious argument ! | It ſup- 


poſes us to continue in the ſame track; which 


has led us to the brink on which we ſtand : 
and if ſuch is the determination, actum eſt de 


republica, there is no power in man to ſave us 
from deſtruction. | 


But with ſo much experience over our heads, 
it 1s to be hoped, that we have not only ſeen, 
but repented the folly and infatuation of our 

late proceedings; and are ſo tremblingly alive 
to the ſenſe of what is paſt, as to dread a re- 
portion of them more than death, 


Therefore ſetting aſide this argument, as 
embracing a propoſition too palpably abſurd to 


ta 
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ſtand in need of further refutation, the autlior 
ſeems to be warranted in the expreſſion, That 
the ſum propoſed is fully ſufficient to anſwer 
all hi purpoſes, either of attack or de- 
fence. wo 


If it is urged in reply, that this mode of 


reaſoning is more plauſible than convincing, 


being the offspring of hope rather than cer- 
tainty ; it may be ſtrengthened by this fur- 


ther declaration, That in contemplating our 
own altered ſituation, and the new intereſts 


which have ariſen in the world, it ſeems to 


| ſtrike the mind as a moral impoſſibility, that 


this country can ever again be engaged 1 in ſo 
and expenſive a War. 


But a poſſibility, would it 
be right to forego the benefit of an inſtitution, 
in all other reſpects efficient, becauſe it is juſt 
barely poſlible that a contingency may be en- 


gendered in the womb of time, for which this 


propoſal has made no ſuitable proviſion? As 
well might a man, having ſcarce any other 
means of precarious ſupport, refuſe to accept 


the inheritance of an eſtate to which honors 


and great advantage were annexed, merely 


if any will aſſert, it can be only ſuch as thoſe, 


N V7 Fe 
R 
= 


OF + YG 
becauſe it was ſituate in an iſland, and might Wi 
ſome time or other be overwhelmed in the ſea, Wh wi 
Bn 30 JJ 
Beſides, if ſuch an event ſhould take place, 
does it follow that we muſt neceſſarily carry 
on the war at the ſame boundleſs expence ? 
can no material ſavings be made? Then in- 
deed have the two laſt wars been conducted 
with the niceſt attention to frugality ; which 


who ſhutting their eyes againſt the light of 
the ſun, would maintain, ſpite of their own 
better knowledge, that the earth is k 
in * darkneſs. 


As the point in diſpute may receive e fone 
further illuſtration from a comparative view 
of the expence of former wars, let us examine | 
the amount of the higheſt expenditure in any 
one year in the following reigns :----viz, 


1 „ Toa 
William III. 1693 - 10565089 
Ann - 1709 - 11890893 
George J. = 1722 9685012 

George II. 1760 - 19060039 

George III. 1782 - 26636579 


11 


. £5” 


110 


. 1 has been herein provided, the 
lars of which proviſion are as follows: 


OY 


e 


By comparing theſe ſeveral ſums with that 


Le 
Cuſtoms - - - - gooooood 
Salt and Stamps - 1200000 
Intereſt - - - - BG8oo00000 
Taxes -  - | - 9600 000 


1 


particu- 


21 800 000 


The ſum provided appears, upon the face 


— 


of it, to be more than double what was ex- 
pended in any one year in the reign of 
William III. or George I. not quite double the 
higheſt expenditure of Queen Ann's reign; 
almoſt three millions above the moſt expen 
five year of Mr. Pitt's all glorious war: yet 
ſtrange to tell, it falls ſhort of the ſum con- 
ſumed in the unfortunate 1782 nearly five 
millions of money.----All theſe appearances, 
| however, are delufive. 
the account the difference of the article of the 
intereſt at this time and the periods alluded to, 
before we can eſtabliſh a fair compariſon. 
der the preſent regulation the intereſt is txt 


We muſt take into 
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at eight millions, in 1760 it. was not more 
than 4409797 1. the difference is 3 5917971 
which being added to the expence of that year 


produces 226 518361. the ſum which would 
have been expended ceteris Fa in — eur 


we have named... - 1 == * 


— * * 
/ — 


As to chi: outgoings of che year 178a, we 


muſt, in conſidering them, proceed in a dif- 
ferent way; the intereſt of that year being 


more than eight millions, the exceſs muſt be 
deducted; and if we take the intereſt at 
903931371. as ſtated in the thirteenth page of 
this work, the groſs ſum will be reduced 


e to 2 25243442 I. 


What ching might have been made in theſe 


or any other years of extraordinary expence, 


the author does not pretend to determine. It 
is a queſtion of very difficult ſolution, and as 


ſuch he begs leave to ſubmit it td the adept 
in thoſe reſearches ; reſerving however in the 


mean time to all others, the liberty of form- 
ing their own OS: 


But admitting that no material ſavings can 
be made; and admitting the probability of 


N * 
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our being engaged again in wars as expenſive 
a the laſt, which, of all bad lights, is the 
worſt in which we can place it; even in this 
point of view, taking one year with another, 
the proviſion which is made is a match for the 
diſburſements. The truth of this aſſertion 
will appear by the annexed columns of ex- 
pence, which contain the total revenue'as paid 
intd the Exchequer in the following years: 


9 A. D. „ 

De 1777 „„ 15621763 

at 1778 3 - 17934009 

of 177% - - = = 18816109 

ed i 1780 —— 1 24136200 
— - - 250712 

F 108. = to = © 20030579 © 

ſe Ro EA RE YE 

4 Grand Total. 128154372 

| In which period of fix years, the annual 
-pt Mſum as propoſed by the author, viz. 218000001. 
the 


making an accumulation of 1308000001. leaves 
a balance in our favour of 2645628 l. 


From the evidence of theſe facts, it is clear, 
can that the ſum in queſtion would have been ſuf- 
of „„ 1 


1 5 
ficient in all caſes that have hitherto occurred. 
For even in the laſt war, which in the article 
of expence, and indeed in many other reſpects, 
was a maſter- piece of its kind; 
memorable inſtance, had the preſent plan been 
adopted before we ſtarted, we might have 
terminated our mad career, with this ſatiſ- 
faction at leaſt, that we had not incurred, by 
the experiment, a ſingle An of debt. 


wa 


Another objection has been made. —That 


in caſe of war, money will be wanted imme- 
diately, ent a ſupply by taxes cannot be 
. forward in _ time than a year. 


To obviate this Afficulty it will be accelliry 
to make a depoſit in the treaſury of a ſum ſuf- 


ficient to defray the expence of the firſt year 


of the war. This may be done by continu- 
ing the taxes one year after the commence- 


ment 'of this regulation, the produce' of which 


being depoſited as above, removes the objec- 
tion, by eſtabliſhing a fund which may be 
fingered upon the ſhorteſt notice. And having 
thus provided means for the ſervices of the 
firſt year of the war, ' the taxes of that firſt 
year will furniſh a ſupply for the ſecond ; the 


even in that 
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taxes of the ſecond for the third ; aud 0 on in 
regular ſucceſſion, till we cloſe the ſcene; and 
with the taxes of the laſt year of the war, re- 
place the e a 


F rom we has been ſaid it is manifeſt that 
as ſoon as war is at an end, there is an end of 
taxes allo, We may therefore compare the 
diſtreſſes of war to the circumſtances of a 
dream, which affect us no longer than we re- 
main under the influence of ſleep: Or we may 
liken them to the preſſure of an incubus, high- 
ly perplexing for the time, and grievous to 
be borne,' but which leaving us with ſtrength 
and vigour unimpaired, only wakens us to the. 
enjoyment of new . 


* 


Theſe obſtructions removed, there remains 
yet another in our way, which is ſaid to be 
inſurmountable, viz. That by diſbanding the 
body of people employed in the department 
of taxes, you will not be able to muſter them 
again of a ſudden, ſo as to anſwer the imme- 
diate exZencies of the ſtate. For however 
lightly it may be thought of by perſons unac- 
quainted with the nature of the buſineſs, the 
| 072 
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department FY taxes is a great and wonderful 
machine, the knowledge, and right manage-l 
ment of which, acquired by long and painful 
application, and only made familiar by prac- 
tice, would ſoon be loſt thro' diſuſe, irreco: 


verable within the compaſs of time we could 
ſpare for that purpoſe, | | 


This argument, if it proves any thing, 
proves too much; as by parity of reaſoning, if 
we ought to continue our army upon the war 
eſtabliſhment, and our navy alſo : for not- 

_ withſtanding what has been ſaid, it is ſurely 
as difficult a-taſk to manufacture a good ſeamaniiff © 
or ſoldier, as it is to conſtruct an accoun-if * 
tant, a tax-gatherer, or even an officer of . 
CURE. 


As to the ip/e dixit declaration which the 
objector has added, by way of eſtabliſhing his 
fact, candour itſelf muſt allow, it has more the 
appearance of trick than fair-dealing : for 
when any man attempts to make a myſtery 
of thoſe things which plain common ſenſe can 
make itſelf maſter of without the aid of a mi- 
racle, moſt aſſuredly he means to deceive you. 
If this conſtruction gives offence to any per- 


— —_—_ fd ren Pom Ay. 
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ſon, let him firſt explain what there is of ſuch _ 


peculiar intricaey in the buſineſs of the taxes, 
to entitle it to ſo pompous a diſtinction. Might 
we not ſay, with infinitely more apparent pro- 
priety, that a line of battle ſhip is a great and 
wonderful machine, that an army is the ſame? 
yet we have never been at a loſs to give mo- 


tion and effect to either of theſe when occa- 
ſion required it. 


It may be ſaid, however, that the compa- 
riſon does not hold, inaſmuch as the navy and 
army are only reduced, not wholly diſbanded 
and paid off; whereby even in time of peace 


nun bers being trained to the uſe of arms, and 


4 ſcafaring life, we are enabled, with the aſ- 
ſiſtance of the half- pay liſt, and the two great 
ſeminaries for the profeffion of arms, the mi- 
litia on one hand, and the merchant ſhips on 
the other, to go forth with ſuch powerful ar- 
maments on the firſt bluſh of a war. 


Neither is it intended that the body of men 
| employed in the department of taxes ſhould be 
wholly turned adrift : ſome conſiderable por- 


tion of them muſt neceſſarily remain, to col 
C3 
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lect and regulate the payments which are here 
pointed out. And when the exigencies of 
ſtate require the ſervice of a greater number, 
the half-pay liſt in this caſe, as well as in the 
other inſtances adduced, together with the ler 
gion of quilmen which: may be collected from 
the counting houſes and deſks of our traders 


objections, and opened a free paſſage for the 
_ exerciſe” of the judgment; let the unbiaſſed 


| ( 38 F 


and merchants, will enable us without any 
manner of doubt, in one little month, to give 


motion and regularity to tes n and \ won- 
derful machine. W e e "7 


> a 1 * „ * 40 & : 1 "+ - '« 


- Have now Nene throvgh the whole of the 


reader determine, whether the ſcheme is really 
ſuch as it has been repreſented to be, , Viſionary 


and unavalling, or whether it is not rather 
practicable in all its parts, JO effectual to the 


end Re.” 


® But if it is 1 3 to  ſubllitute 2 5 rate in 
lieu of taxes propoſed here to be revived in time of war, we 
are rid at once of theſe objections.— See the naps 4 of a 
ſinking fund of a million conſidered, RED: 


( 39 ) 
QUERIES ANSWERED. 


QUEST I ON I. Whether men, whoſe 


| commodity is labor, do not emigrate to get 


employment, and not to avoid taxes! How 96 
then would the propoſed abolition of taxes put 
a Cnc. to emigrations : e 

= 


A N Sw ER. Fer this plain reaſon. be- 


cauſe ſuch men, as are named, would no longer 


have occaſſon to emigrate to get employment. 
There are thoſe among us who would gladly 


employ them now, but by reaſon of the taxes 


they cannot afford to keep them at work. 


QUEST. II. If there are mere men in 
a ſtate than can be made uſeful, whether 
the ſurplus had not better emigrate than ſtay 
at home, and live at random? | 


ANS. It is the blame of taxes if there 
are more people in this country than can 
be *made uſeful. That obſtruction removed, 
the tone would ſoon be changed, the cry 
would be,-— ſer every hand at work,----make 
ready merchandiſe for all the various markets of 


( 49 ) 
the world, The preſent ſurplus had, there- 
fore, much better be kept at home to live and 
enrich themſelves, - and the ſtate, in the manner 
propoſed, than be turned adrift, becauſe we 


have not work, thro' lack of public: virtue, to 
detain them, 


[ 


QU EST. III. Whether a petition to par- 
liament for the adoption of this plan, would 
not n me way to an equal land-tax? 

_ 

A Ns. The way is ; paved nen 3 aid we 
now ly at the mercy of. the firſt miniſter who 
has obſtinate valour enough to riſk himſelf and 
his ſituation, upon the ſucceſs of the meaſure. 
The plan propoſed is the only one that has 
yet been deviſed, which will effectually defeat 
a project, that has more than once been the 
ſubject of debate in cabinet councils. _ 


QUEST. IV. Whether emergencies would 
not ſpeedily ariſe to demand the revival of 
all our preſent taxes, one after another, even 
in time of peace? And whether it is not 
highly probable, in the ſucceſs of this plan, 


that many of us may live to ſee that fatal 
day return? | 


( =}. 

ANS. In the ſucceſs of. this plan, it is not 
at all likely that any of us ſhould live to fee 
the revival of taxes in time of peace; ſo little 
ſo, that there is no probability of ſuch revival 
in any period of time, becauſe it provides 
amply for all contingencies which human 
wiſdom can foreſee. But failing ſucceſs to 
this deſign it is highly probable, nay certain, 
that in the event of another war, which is 
not diſtant, «+ Miſchief muſt and will enſue, 


„ ſuch as the ſun's all-piercing eye hath not 
£ das looked upon in this country. ON 


QUEST. Ve. Whether it would he ſafe 
to change the preſent ſyſtem of taxation, under 
which, "the trade, manufactures, and agricul- 
ture of the kingdom have ariſen to ſuch amaz- 
ing perfection? And whether taxation, conſi- 
dered as a ſtimulus to provoke our induſtry, is 


not abſolutely Hecellary * to the well-being of 
the 2 4; 


AN 8. If there is any credit to be given 
to the old obſervation, out of debt, out of 
danger, then it is ſafer to adopt the plan 


* Vide the Appendix, page 126. 


. 
recommended by the author, than that which 
is now in uſe. As to the circumſtance of 
our trade, manufactures, and agriculture, they 
have moſt undoubtedly flouriſhed under the 
preſent ſyſtem of taxation. They have flou- 
 riſhed in like manner under the prefent 
ſyſtem of corruption, - under the venality of 
the repreſentative and conſtituent bodies, 
under | the undue influence of the crown, 
and under every other miſchief which has 
crept into the ſtate, But have they flou- 
' riſhed by virtue of theſe abuſes? Will you 
give that merit to taxes, which is due only 
to labor? I have heard that induſtry had 
encreaſed our ability to bear the encreaſing 
| burdens of the ſtate, but that taxes were a 
neceſſary ſpur to induſtry, or that the latter had 
ſprung out of the former, is a doctrine as new 
to me as it is perfectly ſtrange. Enquire of the 
huſbandman, to what circumſtance he is in- 
debted for a plentiful harveſt. Will he not 
ſay, To the ſweat of my brow, and the favor of 
elements? How would he ſtare if he were told 
that he is obliged for the plenty which fills his 
garners to the invigorating principle of takxes-— 
to that which raiſes the price of labor—to that 
which cramps him in his ability to cultivate 


\ 


( 43 ) 


and! improve his land. If you ſhould tell him 


this, in what manner would he deign to no- 


tice the abſurdity ? 1 B ſhakin g * bead and 

n 1 ; 
QUEST. VI. v er there are not ma- 

ny chouſands in this kingdom, who are neither 


proprietors of land, nor holders of ſtock, nor 
lenders of money, who nevertheleſs, are living 
well, conſuming much, and paying cheerfully ? 


How then in the name of common: ſenſe, would 
the proprietors of land be gainers by the bar- 
gain, by taking the proportion of taxes of this 
claſs of men upon themſelves, in addition to 


their own? Would they be benefited by pay- 
ing a much larger proportionable ſum under 


the appellation of a rent- charge, than now 
18 paid under the name of a tax? Can this 


be looked upon as a conſideration, to tempt, 
requite, and juſtify our acquieſcence in this 
mighty innovation? Will any man of pru- 


dence patroniſe a ſcheme which is evidently 


calculated” to lighten his pocket ? Can any rea- 


ſonable perſon expect it, when ſo far from 
being gainers, as he has aſſerted, all men of 
property will be loſers by the bargain? In 


Une, what milder inference can be drawn 


r | 

from theſe premiſes, and from his readineſs to 
part with his money, than to ſay, that the au- 
thor is one of thoſe, of whom no very ho- 
norable mention is made in a certain proverb, 


too appoſite to be miſunderſtood or W 
in the caſe before us? b 


A NS. That there are many ili. in 
this kingdom, who-come within the deſcription 
above-named, is not to be controverted. And 
there are ſome few likewiſe, in whoſe dege- 
nerate minds, to the diſgrace of human nature, 
no other idea of gain can find admittance, 5 
that of lucre only. To ſuch as theſe, 
are incapable of feeling the force of an argu- 
went, which is not drawn from politive but 
comparative advantage, the propoſal in quet- 
tion will give no ſatisfaction. Wrapped up in 
the ſingle conſideration of ſelf, theſe purblind 
mortals exclaim, It will lighten the pocket,” 
not conſidering 1 in how much grea ter propor- 
tion it will lighten the heart alſo. Happy only 
in the proſpect of evading the payment which 
they could not do under this propoſal, they 
circulate a report, and would have it believed 
that the author has been deceiving us with 
falſe pretences, for that ſo far from being 


EB * 
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- gainers as he has aſſerted, all men of property 
will be loſers by the bargain. But how can 
any perſon have the face to practiſe ſo groſsly 
upon the credulity of others, as to draw. con- 
cluſions from half ſentences, in order to father 
upon me ſo ſtrange an aſſertion? How can any 
man be weak enough to imagine that he will 
be able. to avail: himſelf of ſo poor an expe- 
dient, to eſtabliſh a fact diametrically oppoſite 
to the doQrine, which I have labor'd to in- 
culcate, which I have taken ſo much pains | 
to reconcile to the prejudices of my country- 
men? To expiate our manifold political ſins 
by ſome pecuniary peace-offering is that atone- 
ment which I have preſumed to be not only 
neceſſary, but unavoidable. Is it fair then, 
becauſe it was ſaid, I much queſtion whe- 
« ther there is a man in the kingdom who will 

% not think himſelf a gainer by the bargain.” 
Is it fair, candid or becoming, to reafon from 
thence, as if no more had been ſaid, ſuppreſs- 
ing that which immediately follows, to clear 
the ſenſe, and mark my meaning; “ taking 
along wich the propoſition, the comforts that 
attend it.” As to the proverb, by which is 
clearly meant, that my wit may be gaged by 
my willingneſs to part with my money, I have 


* 


| 6 fi 


only to obſerve, that whatever may. be ſaid or 


thought of me in that reſpect by others, be- 


lieve me gentle reader, I am no more diſpo- 
ſed than yourſelf to give away 'my property 
upon ſlender grounds, or for uſeleſs 'purpoſes. 


The cruel neceſſity by which we'iare required 


to offer up at the ſhrine of our country the 


deſtined ſacrifice, is lamented by me as much 


as by any man. The difference lies in this, 
that I am willing to make a virtue of neceffity, 
and if that is a mark of folly ſet me down 1 
pray you as foremoſt on the liſt. I wiſh with 


all my heart a better bargain could have been 


made; but blame not me becauſe it is ſuch as 


it is, provided it is the beſt that the circum- 


4 


ſtances of the caſe will allow. 


It is W on all W that fx RR 


muſt be done which may prove effectual to 


turn aſide the dreadful train of calamities ex- 


pectant upon a ſtate of public bankruptcy in 
a popular government. That effectual ſome- 
thing has now been for the fourth time in this 


manner ſubmitted to the conſideration of my 


countrymen; of which the diſtinguiſhing fea- 
tures are theſe,----that it is equal to what is 
required, viz. the great work of our political 


fil  ank MM  Wnod rw 3 @ 
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redemption; and that the load which it lays 
is diſtributed in ſuch fair proportion to the 
relative ſtrength of the parties, that all alike 
have neighbours fare. Admitting then that 
our preſent ſituation is an evih— admitting 
that the mode of relief which is here deviſed, 
is likewiſe an evil, we are ſo far agreed, and 
all that remains is to exerciſe eur judgment, 
as wiſdom ſhall direct, in the choice of alter- 
natives. For this purpoſe let us look back 
to all we have ſuffered already, and then we 
ſhall ſee that in little more than half a century, 
we have ſquandered away the ſixth part of 
our property; and had not our own induſtry 
kept pace with the profuſion of miniſters, one 
half had been gone. Let us look forward to 
| What we mult yet undergo, if madly we purſue 
the. beaten. path to ruin. Let us conſider 
what we ſhall eſcape by deviating therefrom 
in the manner propoſed, and then determine 
which of the two is to be preferred, that 
ſituation which never can be better, and muſt 
eventually be worſe; or that which never can 
be worſe, and may be as much better as we 
pleaſe. Conſult with Sir Richard, * and he 

* The late Sir Richard Jebb, Bart, M.D. deſervedly el. 
teemed the head of his profeſſion. 
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will tell you, that a drug which operates 


powerfully in deſperate caſes, muſt not be 


rejected, becauſe it is unpalatable ; and more 


particularly, when it comes recommended like 


the preſent medicine by theſe peculiar good 
properties — that it may be adminiſtred with 


ſafety . · that it is certain in its operation, 


that it will not only remove, but extirpate 


the diſeaſe; not by dint of repeated doſes, 
and a long tedious courſe of pharmacy, but 
like the operation of a charm, like the touch 
of divinity, will. reſtore 
long loſt health, to flrength and vigor little 
ſhort of immortality. And are not theſe yery 


us in an inſtant from 


ſufficient conſiderations to tempt us to acquieſce 


in fo mighty an innovation? And in this 


light viewed, is not the author juſtified in the 


uſe of that expreſſion, We ſhould be gai- 


« ners by the bargain, were it even in addi- 


- « tion to our preſent burdens” 


TIT is my cuſtom to enter minutes of all ob- 


jections which have been made, within my hear- 
ing to this propoſal, either in Ene com- 


pany, in private converſation or W have 


— . 

uy 
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otherwiſe come to my knowledge, by the re- 
port of friends. In reviſing of which, previ- 
ous to the final adjuſtment of the preſs, an ob- 
Wection has been diſcovered, well deſerving 

| ore, tho? hitherto paſt By? in ſilence. 


It ſtates, that taxes on conſumption are the 
Faireſt, the moſt equal, the leaſt burdenſome, 
as well as the moſt favorable to liberty, and 
he diſpoſition of Engliſhmen, of any that can 


be deviſed, becauſe the contribution Iis volun- | 
tary. The conſumer weighs with himſelf hia 


Ability to bear the tax before he purchaſes ; 
he feels himſelf under no particular reſtraint, 


Ius he has it in his choice to with-hold his mite, 


Pr contribute in any proportion he winke fit, 
o the wants of che ſtate. 


How widely different from this plan is the 
yſtem of taxation which the author propoſes 
o ſubſtitute in its place. By his ſyſtem, the 
ndividual muſt pay, not becauſe he conſumes, 
put becauſe he poſſeſſes, He is no longer left 
o judge of his own ability to bear the tax. 

he contribution is no longer voluntary. The 
option Which Was 5 IN him is done away, and he 

D 


. 
muſt at any rate contribute, however much he 
may diſapprove the mode, however e the 

payment may embaras his affairs. 


To which I anfwer—-If this at any period 


was an objection of weight, it is now no 
longer ſo. The time is come when it will not 
only militate againſt | the ſyſtem in queſtion, but 


with ten-foid additional force againſt that alſo 


_ which is now beginning to be put in practice. 
The late regulation, * introduced to the houſe 
under the patronage of the miniſter, lays thelf 
ax to the root of voluntary payments; an 


much I fear the ſtroke will be followed UP, 


till the foreſt of liberty; of which this 1s 4 


principal tree, is levelled to the ground. Al 


ready too much deſpoiled of our rights, NC 
thing is wanting to compleat our thraldom, 


but compulſive payments under the preſen 
ſyſtem of taxation, where miniſters have the 


fingering of the public money. I feel it, there 
fore, as a duty which I owe to my cauntry, 
to expreſs my diſtruſt of a man who coull 
ſanction a meaſure of ſo much miſchief, 


It is ſuch a fample of favour ſhewn to tht 


cauſe of deſpotiſm, a blow fo plainly leveled 


* The commutation tax, 
| ; 
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at liberty, that in my mind it would be adding 


inſuls to iujury for any one hereafter to call 4 
him the friend of his country. 


The preſent juncture, too fatally favorable to 
bad deſigns, is aided and abetted by our o- 
demeanour. So true is the old obſervation, our 
debt is enſlaving us daily. That exquiſite and 
agonizing ſenſe of liberty, which alone is equal 
to the labor of preſerving it, and which upon all 
proper occaſions was kindled to a flame in the 
breaſt of our anceſtors, 1 is no where now to be 
found amongſt us. Inured to reſtraint by the 
preſſure of taxes, our feelings are blunted to 
ſuch an exceſs, we tend without perceiving it to 
abſolute vaſſalage· Neither is there any other 
way left, in my diſcerning, that is equally ſafe, 
Juſt, practicable and efficient, by means of which 
we may extricate ourſelves, relieve the ſtate, 
and ſave our liberties, independent of that 
which is here pointed out. The public debt 
transferred to individuals, will loſe the ſting 
that now annoys us. It will operate, and indeed 
will become to all intents and purpoſes a pri- 
vate incumbrance, from which every man of 

prudence may gradually relieve himſelf. To 


* 
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of reſtitution. But in truth, there never was, nor 
is, nor ever will be a miniſter of this country 
how fair ſoe'er he may comport himſelf to out- 


lay our accout for any ſubſtantial good to be 


chief which we deprecate and dread, is too cloſe 


pearance of patriotiſm, while they laugh in their 
ſleeve at our credulity, do till endeavour to 


duce materially, much leſs to annihilate the nz 
tional debt, becauſe it involves the annihilation 
of his own 1 importance, 2 


place dependance upon miniſters, or on thoſe whe 


England, by our own act and deed, to expiate and 
make atonement for the ſins of the nation; and 
by a ſacrifice, whoſe light and heat ſhall paſs the con 
Fmes of the earth, whoſe fragrancy ſhall mount to hea: 


1 


derived from ſinking funds and piece-meal payments, 
is to throw away experience. Beſides, the mii 


at our heels for any reaſonable man to entertain 
the ſmalleſt expectation of relief from ſuch pro- 
ceedings. Miniſters indeed, to keep up an ap- 


amuſe and eajole us with diſtant viſionary hopes 


ward view, poſſeſſed of a ſincere intention to re. 


It is not, therefore, chat we muſt look up to, o 


aſpire to that pre-eminence, but wholly on our 
ſelves. It reſts with us, with the good people of 


ven, draw do Wil Fe blefi ings of the God of mer ey on u. 
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any man to ih: as to which he 
is prompted by ſelf-intereſt ; and yet it has 
proved otherwiſe in the caſe before us. It 4 
was every mans intereſt to yield compliance "4 
to the plan of finance recommended by 1 
author, and yet we have ſeen the little | 
fire * which on that account was kindled 
nin Northumberland, and from which were 
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| * See page 90. 
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preſaged the moſt happy conſequences be- 
come extinct, Which plainly proves when 
prejudice prevails that truth alone, unaided 
truth is by no means equal to contend with 
error; there muſt beſide be a degree of 
management to make us vary from ſettled 
practice. No wonder then that the preſent 
duſineſs failed, where no addreſs was ſhewn 
but to bring about the defeat which followed. 
The caſe was this--—The authors aim when he 
id his propoſal before the public, was to 
make it obvious to all underſtandings that 
every man who had his own intereſt at heart, 
ran counter to it by ſetting his face againſt 
the defign. That was the ſtrong hold in 
which he entrenched himſelf, and had he not. 
changed his ground he muſt have triumphed. 
The good of the whole he meant to ſhew 
was a ſecondary conſideration, flowing there- 
from indeed, but only flowing as a matter 
of courſe. It happened eee to be viewed 
in a different light, as an effort of patriotiſm 
in the firſt inſtance, and as no otherwiſe ad- 
vantageous to individuals than as it was ſerv- 
ing them to ſerve the ſtate. Neither was 
that the whole or the worſt part of the pub- 
ke miſconception, it was even conſidered as 
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adding to the weight of our preſent burdens, 
whereas the very reverſe of that ſtatement is 
the obvious truth. But the grand miſtake 
lay here---This threatning miſchief was ſuf- 
fered to root, the author waving what ſeem'd 
to him a needleſs explanation. In fa& his 
hopes were much too buoyant ; the plan was ſo 
well received at firſt in the way it was under- 
ſtood, he thought ſucceſs was certain ; but that 
expectation as he manæuver'd was quite ro- 
mantic. To give a familiar inſtance in point, 

it was juſt as if one intent like him to win, 
| and who had in his hand the game if play'd 
in the common way, had riſked the loſing it 
by needlefbly fineſſing. I fay needleſsly, becauſe 
it was really quitting the ſubſtance to purſue 
the ſhadow; for what elſe was the mark he 
aim'd at but an abſolute ſhade. It was fining 
beyond refinement to ſay it was more to the 
honour cf the winners, as if more honour was 
neceſſary than to win the game fairly. It might 
have been won no doubt in his way as well as 
in the other, but it was not ſo likely; and when 
there was this advantage, that it could not be 
loſt in the common way as in his it might and 
really happen'd, the loſs and diſgrace attending 
the failure were ſurely more to be conſider'd 


ſuch manner; and more eſpecially where the 
odds were a thouſand to one againſt ſuccek, 


conflict, where public virtue is to hold contention 
with private intereſt? Had he enter'd at once 
on an explanation, all had been well at this 
moment. But that which he ſhould have done 


| poſes to do, and ſo forſooth when the 
game is loſt by his imprudence, he will kindly 


tell us how it might have been won? This 
is indeed to take counſel from the proverb, 


ſingle voice perform? And what probability 


huis hope has on a late public occaſion * 
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than any additional credit which might have 
been gain'd 1n its fortunate iſſue. Beſides it was 
much too deep a ſtake to be trifled with in any 


For what better is the chance of ſucceſs in any 
in the firſt inſtance, it ſeems he now pro- 


and to ſhut the door when the ſteed i is ſtolen, 
But- be this as it may, he muſt explain or 
have done with the buſineſs; for what can his 
PC 
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be 
at 
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is there now of help from others, when even 
that perſon who has hitherto been the ſtay of 


declared his protection withdrawn from the 
main concern, and center'd wholly on the 
leſs important and apparently more ſelfiſh 
grievance of the tithes? Not that I mean to 


11 
66 
See the narrative of this proceeding in part 3d. 


THE PREFACE. 
inſinuate that tithes are an object of trivial 
import, nor yet that the line of right be- 
tween the parties was badly drawn; for 1 
think the contrary in both reſpects. The 
queſtion itſelf was certainly worthy, and ſo in 
like manner was the management of that queſ- 
tion. It is not therefore that fault is found 
with him for what was performed, but for 
what was neglected, for that which he did per- 
form was done with adroitneſs. The ſpecial | 
purpoſe by him avowed was to put a ſtop to 
novel claims. And what were the means by 
him made uſe of to compaſs his ends? The 
beſt that could be.-—-To ſearch the Statutes 
now in force, if peradventure they might not 
| be found of themſelves already ſufficient for 
our deliverance. And what was the fruit 
of that enquiry? A plain diſplay of a veſted 
power to ſuit our purpoſe. And herewith 
alſo the public voice ſo perfectly agrees, as to 
be heard in uniſon thereto wherever it is heard 
at all; and where it is not heard, it ſpeaks 
as forcibly by ſilence. All ſay or ſeem to 
ſay “ More cogent reaſons cannot be ad- 
* duced, nor ſtronger arguments in favour 
* of the laity, nor proofs of law more clear 
“and inconteſtable againſt the church. The 
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„ reaſons, proofs and arguments are ſuch 
« as carry full conviction to the mind, and 
« muſt eventually enſure ſucceſs,” Conceiy- 
ing therefore, that the holy altercation is in 
a regular train of final adjuſtment, what is 
now to be agitated is that diſcarded part of 
the deſign, confeſſedly of higher import than 


the tithes, as having equally at heart our in- 


dividual good, and twined therewith the ſafe- 


ty and falvation of the ſtate» The authors 


preſent aim is therefore to call back the ſtray'd 
attention of the public to this material point ; 
and indeed there ſeems to be reaſonable hope, 
that by help of the following ſheets, he wil 
yet be able to effect his Purpoſe. N 
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ind of atonement which in the winding up 


nay have been detered by the event it involves 
om debating the ſubject, we have never 


ropoſition--—That if any wiſh remains to fave 


liſhed than by means of fein contributions. * 


rmed his plan to reduce the debt, 
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O expiate our manifold political ſins by 
- ſome pecuniary peace offering, is that 
f our affairs has hitherto been deemed an 


mavoidable, though highly dreaded conſum- 
ation. That is to ſay however much we 
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et been able, when fairly propounded to us, 
o with-hold our aſſent from the following 


pur country, it cannot otherwiſe be accom- 


* Mr. Pitt ſeems to have entertained no e idea when he 5 
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WE 
in order thereby to create an overplus which 
faithfully applied might annihilate the debt in 
ſome given time. 


Which fame opinion; as I con jecture, ha 
grown out of our own inveterate prepoſſeſ. 
ſions in favor of taxes, conſidered as that 
mode of raiſing ſupplies which is the fairef 


and readieſt, the moſt efficacious, and the 2 
leaſt offenſive ro our conſtitution. Not tha 41 
they are ſo in fact but Vue the contrary, as * 
PEE to demonſtrate, * ni 
| Vader ſuch from impreſſions however lf y 
| partality to the reigning ſyſtem of finauſi g 
eering. in a caſe too where the whole king . 
dem had imbibed a notion that no other peſi n. 
was open for us through which to effect ou h. 
deliverance, and when that opinion hail 
taken root and ſpread in a country which 
lays enquiry under no reſtraint, it could no 5 
I think have entered regularly into the he 
of the moſt determined ſceptic to have quei e 
tioned the doctrine. N u 
See the Kris policy of 8 Britain conſidered, page 183. » 


. 

How then ſhall we ſay has it happen'd, that 
one ſo weak as I am has raſhly preſumed to 
give it combat? It is not gentle reader that 
he who has ventured to do ſo, poſſeſſes a mind 
leſs ſuſceptible than others of the infection of 
error,----it is not even that by chance he 
eſcaped in ſo general a taint without his ſhare 
of infection, He did not eſcape-—He had 
his ſhare---He heard and he believed as others 
did To them the propoſition ſeemed an 
axiom, and to him the ſame—--It ſunk into 
his mind as ſuch, and there without diſtur- 
bance lay concealed from trial many years : 
And had not dread of public ruin like the 
ſting of conſcience, fretted, chafed, and goad- 
ed him to look to our affairs and ſift more 
narrowly the means of extrication, it might 
have lain there undiſturbed for ever. | 


>,.Y 


It was not therefore that he entered on this 
enquiry as prompted to it by conceit of himſelf, 
—it was not that any latent ſuſpicion was 
entertain'd by him of a fact which had taken 
ſuch hold of others, - it was not in ſhort that 
he made an attack by deſign, it was merely 
caſual----he happened to think it more tole- 
rable to be made acquainted with the worſt 


( 64) 
which belongs to our ſituation than continue 


longer under the torture of apprehenſions to 
an unknown extent,----and with that impreſ-l 


fion on his mind, he ſat himſelf down to cal. 
culate the probable bulk and particular pref 
ſure of that further load which might {till be 
neceſlary 'for the purpole named, to lay upon 
che people. That was the lucky circumſtance 
which led to the diſcovery. 


But though he lay'd his accounts for nothing A 


occurring which might give pleaſure, and there- 
fore commenced the enquiry with more re- 
luctance, perhaps, than any one before had 


enter'd on a dreary expedition, no man wall 


ever ſo ſoon and unexpectedly refreſh'd with 
entertaining views. He ſcarce had looked 
before he liked, and every ſtep he took encou- 
raged better hope, 
tainty, he found at length the expiation fo 
much dreaded was a vulgar error. 


There are no words by which an adequate 
idea of his growing tranſports on that occa- 
ſion can be convey'd; nor yet of the glee 
and eagerneſs with which he ſat himſelf to 
work to ſketch that. comprehenſive plan of 


till crowned with cer-f 


CO! 
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comfort, of which the F were put in 
poſſeſſion. 


Now mark the force of prejudiee No 
tale was ever told in plainer terms, nor better 


underſtood in part, for thoſe advantages to be 
derived therefrom to the agregate body were 
clearly ſeen and acknowledged; but that be- 
nefit, to which we are ſeldom blind, that 


which would flow in the inſtant to individuals, 


: F | eſcaped their notice altogether. Which was 
W ſuch an overfight as could not, I-think, have 


happened from any other cauſe than the one 
aſſigned, viz.— An over-ruling faith that it 
was not poſſible to reinſtate the nation in an 


| | honourable way, otherwiſe than by heaping 
upon the backs of individuals great additional 


burdens. 


So little however did he dread the circums 


Gangs of that impreiſion, ſo highly did he 
think of the patriotiſm of his countrymen, 


and fo ſanguine were his expectations of ſuc - 


ceſs, he verily thought there was as much 


ſpirit produced as would anſwer the end. 


But in that conjecture he erred extremely, 
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credit to the doers. 


for it was fo much lowered from time to time 
by the miſtaken dread of impending contri- 


butions, that it was found to be too weak 


when it came to be proved to make che mea. 
ſure 80 down. 


So failed that fair occaſion | to make an un- 
rivalled diſplay of patriotiſm,----ſo failed that 
fair occaſion to prove at once and be reward- 


ed for our virtue.- --But all was not loſt when 


that occaſion failed; the deed may ſtill be 
done with equal eaſe though not with equal 
And as that is the caſe, 
it may well content us after what has hap- 


pened, to make ſecure the main concern. It 


is not for people in our ſituation to ſtand upon 
points; it is happy for us that the end we aim 
at may yet be achieved, and that no greater 
exertion is required than to get the better of 
groundleſs prejudice,----to open our eyes to 
obvious truths,----and theſe performed, to graſp 
at any rate the profered good however -un- 


5185 eful v. 


And when with a full determination of this 


kind, we ſhall come to explore the ground 


on which we tread, whoſe inward ſubſtance 


| CCL 
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9 

worn away has left us nothing but a rim re- 
maining,——when we ſhall view, I ſay, and 
at once contemplate th ſe horrid matters, 
the gulph that yawns beneath our feet! the 
thinneſs of that incruſtation which alone pre- 
vents us from ruſhing headlong, — the little 
Iikelyhood there is of its e us under 
the ſhock of another war, when further excas« 
vation will become neceſſiry! — The certain 
Wexpectation of freſh troubles, and the too pro- 
vable contingency of their near approach !--— 
When ills like thi fe ſhall riſe to view, and 
[there comes in aid this happy relietion,---thar 
the riſk we run is merely local, and may be 
WF avoided by e aſide! What crime ſhall 
chen be theirs, and what liould be their 
puniſhment or obſtinate infatuation is ſuch, 
3 as will neither permit them to ſce the one no 
practice the other? Or theirs who no lefs cul- 
W pably ſupine, though they fee and own the 
danger feal, had rather perih than riſe to 
W prevent it? „„ 
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Could all ſach men be ſingled out, and un- 
connected with the reſt be adds the victims 
of a fate they ſeem to court of will not {hun, 
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it would be weakneſs to waſte a thought upon 
them. But embarked as we are in the ſame 
bottom a common fate attends us all. For 
our own ſakes, therefore, and not for theirs, 


but for thoſe more worthy who may ſucceedf 


them, let us ſhift while we can to better 
quarters ;----let us take the ground already 


marked where prudence points the way,. 


where intereſt leads--—where danger canno 
come where ſafety dwells and beckons to 
us. Let us take the height reſembling that 
which glory took upon the Calpean rock 
where we, like our immortal Chief, by pity 
more than paſſion moved, ſecure like hin 
from harm, like him may gaze upon the 


filly machinations of our foes, whoſe phrenzjM 


ſtirs them to provoke our vengeance.— 
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But in order to obviate any further mi- 


conception of my meaning it is neceſſary in 


the firſt place to appriſe my readers, tha 
what has been here advanced is not to be un 


derſtood by them as offered in contradiction} 


to the general idea of a ſacrifice, but merely 
to the miſtaken conſtruction of that idea witl 
reſpect to the- preſent plan. What is here 
propoſed is certainly a ſacrifice when viewed 
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abſtractly; ſo far therefore the public were 


right in their conjecture, but in as much as 
they conceived it to be a gicater ſacriſice, 
they erred exceedingly ; for though the pro- 
poſition lays a load, it does not lay a heavier 


load; ſo far from it, that with reference to 


that which we now bear, it is more properly 
an caſement than any thing elſe, it is rather 
an allevation of a burden grievous to be borne, _ 


| than any burden of itſelf freſh and weighy 
laid Upon: us. | 


Herein then were the public miſtaken, not 
in the quality of the thing, but merely in 
the quantity. I: will lighten the pocker, ſay 
they ,----whereas in fact it will nor lighten, but 


repleniſh onr exhauſted coffers.----T his is 'the 
& deluſion ſpoken of, in which the author was 


minded to leave his countrymen. - And in a 


W caſe like this | of univerſal dread and deep 


deſpondency, where the remedy propoſæd was 
on all hands allowed to be effednally reſtorative 
of public health, it was a reaſonable expectation 
to ſuppoſe it would not be rejetted- --it was 
a fair ground of preſumption, with Exgliſbmen 
in view, to conclude thay, the Amor Patrie. 
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(9) 
would have triumphed over the meaner con- 
iderations of ſelf, and brought about a gene- 
ral declaration in its favour, before we were 
aware how much it was our individual intereſi 

to enforce the plan before it was divulged 
| how very much we ſhould immediately be gainers 
h 9 the noi 
And now to the matter in 1 The reader 
will pleaſe to take notice of that which is ſaid in 
the fifteenth page of the Propoſal, viz. * No 
«« objection ſurely can be made to this arrange- 
ment, which though it takes up the room 
of all other national demands, lays an in 
«© cumbrance upon the proprietors of real 
« eſtates of very little more than three ſhil- 
&« [ings in the pound.” As alſo of that which 
is ſaid in another place, page 24. In con- 
ſequence of this more enlarged and equal 
diſtribution, the landed intereſt, notwith- 
« ſtanding the vaſt accumulation of public 
«© debt, will not even in time of war be fo 
much loaded as was the original expreſs 
* intention of the legiſlature in caſes of that 
„ kind. That is to ſay—-the land- tax will 


© not amount, flagrante bello, to four ſhillings 
* in the pound. 5 
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As theſe. are facts of which every man 


ho is at all converſant in figures may ſoon 
> ſatisfied, * a moments thought will con- 
Ince him that ſuch counties as are in the 
ractice of paying the full four ſhillings in the 
ound for land, are now in time of peace 
a worſe ſituation, than that in which I only 
dean they ſhould' be placed in time of war. 
hat is, they pay the full four ſhillings in the 
ound for land, and bear beſide the burden 
\ all other taxes. 

* | Whereas 65 this Propoſal, admitting the 
urden of all other taxes to be in time of 
ar. the ſame as it is now in time of peace, 
Pere will yet be a ſaving in the article of 
Ind-tax, in as much as that particular pay- 
1 Pent will even then fall ſomewhat ſhort of 
bat is paid at preſent, 


= inſtance,—It is propoſed in lieu of 
Axes to burden real pr operty amounting to 
fy millions per ann. f, with a yearly pay- 


See the Calculation, _ 16. 


+ See Propoſal, page 13. 


( 72 ) = 
ment of eight millions; * which payment i; 
equal to a draw back on rents of three ſhil- 


lings and two pence halfpenny in the Pound 


nearly. —It is further propoſed, in time d 
war, when taxes will have a temporary re. 


vival, f to levy the land-tax according to the 
| preſent amount by an equal rate, Þ affecting 


not only the land-holder, as now, but in dus 


proportion to their clear receipts all othe 
perſons whe are entitled to pay ments, ſecure 


upon land, or upon proprietors of land.--—lif 


other words—-It is propoſed in time of Wat 


to levy two millions in lieu of the preſenl 


land-tax, by a rate affecting equally the whol 
property of this country, valued at ſixty mi 
lions yearly 9. Nou Two millions to b 
raiſed upon ſixty millions is eight; penn in th 
pound exactly. 


See Propoſal, page 15. 


+ See the Amendment of a pound rate in lieu of taxes 3 
poſed here to be revived in time of war, as ſet forth im d 
— of a ſinking fund. See or 2d, 


5 
bDitto, page 14. 


See Propcſal, page 23. 
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The ſum therefore to be annually raiſ- ) 


d ed in every pound of fifty millions, 25 

of in lieu of the preſent taxes, viz ) 

And the further ſum which in time of 

Hy war only is to be raiſed on every 
pound of ſixty millions, in lieu of 8 
the preſent land- tax, viz. — 
ogether make an aggregate of 1 


Which little ſum, n it covers he 
hole intereſt of our preſent enormous incum- 
brance, and makes beſide an annual allowance 
df expenditure in time of war of two mil- 
ions, falls ſhort of that rate which is now 
paid by many counties for land alone, three 
all-pence in the pound! 


It is therefore clear to a demonſtration, 
is ſelf evidently clear, that it is more 
tolerable for ſuch counties to be at war under 


he new regulation, than at peace under the 
old one. 


SP 
in 


8 thus fairly ſtated the war account 
with theſe gentlemen, I ſhall proceed n next to 


0 74 
contraſt and lay before — the * eſta 
| bliſhment, 


It has been aſſerted . very able and wel 


informed members: both of the upper ani 


lower houſe of parliament, that any perſon 
who will give himſelf the trouble to calculate 
the amount of the land and other taxes, w 
find on a moderate computation that they ca! 
not be laid, in what he ſpends, at leſs tha 
fifteen ſhillings in the pound, or ſeventy- fi; 
per cent. * This then is the preſent contr 
bution of ſuch counties, to the ſlate, in tim 
ef 19 80 5 peace. 


* * what hes or to what extent we are really affe& 
by public burdens is variouſly conjectured ; the moſt prevail 
fentiment is that which is here produced, The Duke of Rid 
mond however took occaſion not long ſince in his place 
declare it as his opinion, that the preſſure is not leſs th: 
feyenteen fhillings in the pound, Lord Newhaven on t 
contrary, in his treatiſe on this ſubject, computes it at tw 
| Hundred and twenty pounds only in every thouſand indepe 
gant of cuſtoms and land-tax ; which amounts to four hundre 
and twenty where the land-tax is paid in full, and five hund 
2nd ninety including the cuſtoms 3 computing the preſſure 
taxes and cuftoms to be as their bulks, and taking the bulk 
each from his Lordſhips own ſtatement, It coſts us thereto 
by his account very little hort of twelve ſhillings in the pound 


or fixty millions annually in ſatisfaction of a revenue of fitted 
milltons. 
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Let us now look back to the amount of 


that incumbrance, wherewith the Author pro- 
poſes to ſaddle his countrymen.—It amounts 
to little more than 7hree ſhillings in the pound, 


—inſtead of what : — inſtead of fifteen ſhil- 


Wings--—to. ſixreen pounds per cent. inſtcad of 
| eventy-f De. | 


So that thoſe gentlemen _ who are either 
navoidably, or through choice in the habit 


pf ſpending their incomes, ſaving thereby of 
what they ſpend in the proportion of fifteen 


illings to three, or thereabouts, may live as 
well and fare as daintily, and yet lay by, for 
ainy days, or for their childrens uſe, four 
fths of that which now is needleſsly extorted 
rom them. 


As thus, -A perſon who now for the ſup- ; 
port of himſelf and family, expends an in- 


Whereas a revenue of fifteen millions collected by a pound 
ate as here recommended, would ſtand us in no more than 
dne hundred and fifty pounds in every thouſand, or three ſhil. 
ings in the pound on his Lordſhips computed rental of one 
undred millions per annum. Which to thoſe who now pay 
he full land-tax would be a ſaving of nine ſhillings in the pound, 
aud five and forty millions yearly in every banüred millions 
o the nation at large, 


come of 300 l. per ann. purchaſes therewith 
what would coſt him under the new regula 
tion no more 1231. per ann. viz. 


= 5. 4 


| he 
Sixteen per cent. in lieu of t » 40 0% 


preſent taxes, 
Intrinſic value of commodities, viz. 9 6 
one quarter of 3001. 75 


4. 123 of 


A gentleman therefore of 300 I. per ann, 
will have it in his power, without any varia 


tion in his mode of living, to ſet on foot a z 
accumulation for the future ſupport of hi 


younger children, of 1771. per ann, nearly, 


Inſtead of which as matters are now managed, 
the father of a family, with an eſtate of 3ool. 


per ann. can barely make his income meet} 


his neceflary outlays. Bending beneath the 
burden of taxes, while yet he lives, it is al 
he can do to feed, cloath, and educate his chil 
_ dren, and having done ſo, he dies of grief that 
he muſt leave them deſtitute. What wretched. 


CF 
neſs are theſe men born to, and yet how 
1appy might their lives be made, how tran- 
zuil and ſerene their paſſage to the grave, 
ould Engliſhmen but do their duty,-—nay 
vould they but purſue their own immediate 
tereſt. 


- 


But hold the ſelfiſh man exclaims and take 
his lefſon with you. It is no leſs our 
duty to be juſt than it is to be generous ; 
you would do well therefore to conſider 
the injury along with the advantage, and 
* whom it is you wrong as well as whom you 
* ſerve by this propoſal. We are now only 
required to contribute as far as we ſpend, 

but you would tax our ſavings alſo; which 
© is nothing ſhort of impoſing fines on prudent 
* men, and piving premiums to thoſe of a 
contrary deſcription, to rakes and ſpendthrifts, 
men who merit ſtripes and cloſe confinement 
rather than rewards.” 


To men like theſe this anſwer may be given. 
If the act of accumulating wealth without 


.2duſtry be really a merit, will it leſs be ſo 
at wrhen it no longer militates with public good? 
q. when ſome ſmall recompence is made for 


„ 
that proceeding which is certainly an inju 
to the common-wealth, whatever motives gin 


it birth, the moſt defenſible and excellen 
that may be. Beſides it is too hard a cenſun 


of the plan to ſay it gives encouragement tl 


vice, becauſe the good it brings may be ab 

ed. To judge of it with fairneſs, it is ſo f: 
from furthering the wicked in their bad 
ſigns, that it has a manifeſt tendency to n 
claim the prodigal, by putting it in his powe 
to do a deed of worth, without abridgemet 
of his pleaſures, and thereby lead him un: 
wares to virtue. And though there is bu 
too much reaſon to believe the proſpect 0 

reform in ſome is little better than a forlon 
hope, yet it is ſurely becoming and prail 


worthy to make the trial; and more eſpe 
ally when it can be done not only withoif 


injury to any ore, but with manifeſt adva 
tage to thoſe alſo who would, but cannot noi 
per fim tlie duties of their ſtation. 


In order to ſet this matter in as clear 1 
ght as poſlible, let us ſuppoſe the caſe of 
man of gool. per ann. who Nen no mot 
than a third of his 1 income. 


df 
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Preſent Syſtem. | | 
rom 3061. the fum fpent dedut for y 
taxes 158. in the pound, or 751. per > 

— J 


| New Syſtem. | 
rom gool. the yearly income deduct i in 
lieu of taxes 16 . per cent. | * 


Tearly balance in favour of the New 2 
| Syſtem | 12 T 


Let us in the next place ſuppoſe the as 
pf a man who is in the receipt of gool. per 
un. and ſpends his yearly income. | 


Preſent Syſtem. 


From 900 l. the income ſpent deduet Fa 
for taxes 155. in the pound Tal 75 
New Syſtem. 

From 900 l. the yearly income deduct 

in lieu of taxes 16 l. per cent. en 44 
f 
ore Yearly balance in favour of the New 
Syſtem | "i 31 


+ 80 


The man therefore of 4 per ann. who ig 
not able or willing under thg old eſtabliſhment, 
to lay by a ſhilling, may live in all reſpects the 
fame under the new eſtabliſhment, and lay by 

yearly more than half his income. >. 


a * 


But as theſe cations are made for the 
meridian of ſach counties only, as pay the full 
four ſhillings in the pound for land, I have yet} 
to ſhew that there is no county in England 
which will not, more or leſs, derive advantage 

from the bargain. 


For this purpoſe, let us ſuppoſe the caſe of 
a county which pays no more in the pound than 
twelve pence, when other counties pay four 
ſhillings,-—as low a rate, if not a lower one 
than any prudent county will acknowledge, 
the caſe ſo put will ſtand as follows: 


Preſent Syſtem. 


From 3ool. the ſum ſpent deduct for f. 
taxes 12 8. in the pound 1 
New Syſtem. 
From 900 l. the yearly i income deduct in 4 
\ leu of taxes 161. per cent. ext 
— Yearly balance in fayour of the New 
Y — 15 56 
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Second inſtance where the whole income 
is ſpent. 4 


Preſent Syſtem, 


From 900 l. the income n deduct for | 4 
taxes 125, in the pound 540 4 
New Syſtem. 


From 9001. the yearly income dedudt i in 
lieu of taxes 161, per cent. * 

Yearly libs in favour of ha New's p F.. 
Syſtem 5 0 — . 


From what has been ſaid it appears that 
the twelve penny counties have now an ad- 
vantage over the four ſhilling counties in as 
much as the latter pay 675 l. out of every 


90 l. for taxes, or by reaſon of them which 6 . 1 | 
only ſtanding the other in 5401. leaves a AB 
balance in their favour of 1351. ur” ann. . A 


Wor fifteen pounds per cent. 


But under the new regulation the tables 
vill be turned, the four ſhilling counties will 
. {<xtra-gain as much as now they loſe. They 


— 


os 2) 


will gain and have it in their power to 
ſave 531 l. per ann. Whegeas the others wil 

gain no more than 3961. yhich balances in 

favour of the counties now . 135ʃ 
2 per ain 


* 09) } _ - > pu 


But d this“ is an advantage to thei 
clone. it is no loſs to the latter, for by add 
ing t to their new faving, A 3961 
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N | Their preſent POW. — | 


_ The ſum which may be ſaved in either ? F 
28 caſe 1 is the lame, VIZ. 5 31 


al now that the matter © hand is made 
perfectly clear to all underſtandings, can it b 

| poſſible that ſo comfortably intereſting - an i 
timation will continue to be received wit 
' coolneſs! Will it not rather be gratifying 
us in the extreme to find ourſelves pofleſſe 
of this happy truth, that we have it yet i 
our power by an eaſy proceſs, by one familia 
ſtroke of policy,----to ſave the nation, and i 
ſerve our ſelve to liquidate moſt honourabj 
the public debt, and more than double pr: 
vate fortunes. Neither is this all, but at 


one and the ſame time, to cheriſh trade 


„ 

make commerce flouriſh, arts and artiſts 
thrive, and population multiply to ſuch ex- 
ceſs, as wholly to remove thoſe fears that 
are afloat. *--—-And laſtly, though not leaſt 
in conſequence, reform the ſtate, by rooting 
Put corruption from the Jand, more certainly, 
than W a thouſand: penal ſtatutes. 


I now only remains to e ſatisfaction 
o ſuch gentlemen as may ſtill look down 
vith an evil eye on this propoſal, as thinking 
ey ſee therein the neceſſary fall of rents, 
nd incident thereto their own inevitable loſs. 
he queſtion, they will aſk is this---Pray how 
an rents maintain their ground, when thoſe 
ommodities which coſt three hunared pounds 
C ay then be had for ſeventy i... 1 886 


| For this ſiflicient reaſon; ----Becauſe we ſhall 

zen pay the ſelf-ſame ſum that now is paid 

or what we purchaſe; for neither do we 

ow pay more in fact than ſeventy-five. 

he whole we pay above that ſum, deducted 
„ 


* The jealous dread of rivalſhip in trade, from the threat- 
ed interference of Ireland, and of ruin to our manufactures | 
om the extention of Exciſe - laws. 


( 


from the price is no deduction from the Fair 
alforded for the raw material. 
they may lay by as large, if not a large 


yearly ſum than now they neee 


coſt, profit, tax and impoſition which latter ſum being m 
or leſs incident to every tax is that which renders the preſ 
mode of æaiſing a revenue fo peculiarly diſtreſſing. For alm 
in er when one farthing only is required by gore 


we endiire it, But why do we murmur and not redreſs u 


( 


1 


proſit of any trader; * m either caſe tha 
profit is or ought- to be the ſame, and there 
fore che ſame fluctuating price can as ins: be 


Having now 1 hope 6 proved to thi 
Full content of thoſe who practice thrift, tha 


ry 


5 The preſent: price 1 every commotiry is a compound 


bk. weons - grand wk. RS - fans - ad R 


ment, advantage is taken to raiſe the price at leaſt a penny, 
every mans experience iu obvious points can bear witneſs 
From which it is fair to conclude that the ſame abuſes pre 
throughout, We all of us complain of this treatment, and) 


ſelves, -. Becauſe we conceive that taxes in our ſituation 2 
eſſentially neceſſary to the ſupport. of government, and th J 
theſe abuſes incident to taxes are not remediable. We the; 
fore endure it to keep from our doors, as we beliere P 
greater evil. But the truth is, that taxes are not neceilary o 
good government, but are rather ſubverſive of it, as E 
ſtrain r exhauſt our patience improperly exerciſed: sds 2 
E. 

+ This is not meant as a general reflection upon frugal S 
which duly poiſed and tempered merits praiſe, but is level ; 
at thoſe who only practice thrift from motives not to ll W 


commended, or grant the motives good, who we it in el 
cluſion to all other virtues. 
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no danger is in future to be dreaded fr om 
that preſent hoſtile quarter; - much leſs from 
thoſe poor broken hearted men, whoſe feel- 
ings are relieved and wiſhes gratified if this 
Propoſal paſs into a e. Ali theſe I count 
upon as friends,----and having, won beſide the 
hearts of every man of Faſhion, Folly, and Ex- 
Hence within the realm--—methinks I ſee a mighty 
ſtir----not only ranks,----not regiments alone--* 
but hoſts of men deſert their former crowdcd 


lines, and range themſelves beneath my ſolitary 
ſtandard. 


„%%% CRISP. 


AN objection has been made to the groſs 
amount of taxes on expenditure. The eſtimate 
of 751. per cent. is ſaid to be over-rated, and 
an opinion has gone forth, that the repreſen- 
tation given is rather the caricature than the 
picture of our ſufferings. The baſis of which 
opinion is this—-that the Author's calculation 
might poſſibly be juſt were every article of 
expence the object of a tax. But happily for 
us, there are many articles of expence, 
which have not as yet fallen under the notice 
ol government. | 

F 3 
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This is the argument, but how long it will 
be ſuifered to remain an argument, is another 
queſtion; neither indeed is it any thing more 
in the mean time than ſpeciouſneſs, an out ward 
ſhew of ſome ſolidity, when all within is air and 
emptineſs. For every 1 who manufactures, 
and every man in tr avowedly, conſiders 
what himſelf is rated ta the ſtate, and lays a 
load to that amount at leaſt, on thoſe commo- 
dities in which he deals. We therefore pay, as 
things are circumſtanced, a double or a triple 
impoſition-—that is, we pay what parliament 
ordains, and further what is thought ſufficient 
by the craftſman firſt, and then the traders, to 
indemnify themſelves againſt the public claims, 
So whether they are taxed or not, one point 
is clear, that every thing we buy is more or 
leſs advanced in price, by reaſon of the taxes. 
Then tell me you that do obje&, pray tell me 
what would be the conſequence ſhould this per- 
nicious ſyſtem ceaſe ?-—-\What anſwer can you 
give but this?-—Commoditzes would daily ſettle 
down and find at length their proper level. And 
who would reap the benefit? Who elſe but we, 
the preſent pigeons of the ſtate - who elſe but we 
the gulled conſumers of the produce of our land 
ard labour! Our wants would then be ſerved 


(WF 

at prices very much reduced, without reducing 
intermediate profit. That is, without the ſmal- 
leſt lok or detriment to any one concerned, 
commodities would paſs through all the nece{- 
ſary hands, and find their way to us, abated 
of their price, in full proportion to the com- 
pound ratio of relief adminiſtered to thoſe 
which intervene, as well as to ourſelves.— This 
moſt material circumſtance, now firſt produced 
in aid of the deſign, was probably forgot or 
overlooked by thoſe that did object, and there- 


fore named to juſtify the Author, and to free 


from doubt his frightful calculation. 
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APPEN D IX. 


much honor to me by their approbation 
elves by their unwearied efforts to ſet on foot 


y preſent inviſible ſtate, * I am not in a 


iſh-- -by perſonal acknowledgment. But I 


erpetuate the diſintereſted purity of their well 


roceedings, which appeared in the form of 
vo letters, addreſſed to the Editor of the 


* The Author was then unknown. 


O thoſe gentlemen who have done ſo 
F this propoſal, and ſo much credit to them- 
his deſirable buſineſs, to thoſe gentlemen, in. 
r to return thanks in the way I could 


vill do all in my power to prove my grati- 
de; I will endeavour to make known and 


irected zeal, by giving the narrative of their 


- 
* 


by | 90 ) 
Neweaſtle Courant, in the County of Nor- 
thumberland, a more general circulation than it 
could poſſibly have experienced in a provincial 
paper. And as the vein of reaſoning which 
runs thro? the whole of that performance is an 
exact tranſeript of my own ſentiments, exhi· 
biting, in glowing colors, a picture which is 
for ever preſent to my mind, when I muſe 
upon the ſubject, I think myſelf particularly 
happy in an opportunity, while it is yet in the 
preſs, of enriching this edition with an A 
dix ſo much to my purpoſe. 


Aid who can tell, as a worthy friend e 
mine, to cheer me with a ray of hope, ex- 
preſſed himſelf, And who can tell what im 

portant conſequences, and beneficial effect; 

may yet reſult from theſe beginnings? Prot: 
dence often exalts itſelf by producing the mol: 
ſalutary benefits out of the moſt unpromiſing 
means, A little fire kindled in Northumberlaul 
may extend its light and heat to the whole kings 
dom, ſo as to preſerve from utter deſtruction this 
2 devoted coun N. 


The Narrative addreſſed to the EDITOR 
of the NEWCASTLE COURANT is as 
follows : | 


SIR, | Oober 15, 1783. 
S the queſtion which was brought forward 
\ in the grand jury room at the laſt aſſizes, 
eſpecting the Liquidation of the National Debt, 
he Abolition of Tythes, and the Reform of 
he Church revenue, has awakened very ge- 
eral attention; and as the public, who are 
o deeply intereſted in the ſucceſs of this mea- 
ure, are well entitled to every information 
relative thereto, the following authentic nar- 
ative of the proceedings is laid, by means of 
your uſeful paper, with all ſubmiſſion before 
hem. „ . 9 


=. 


As ſoon as the cuſtomary buſineſs was finiſh- 
d, and the foreman * of the grand jury had 
given notice, that there was other matter of 
a public nature to come before them, the gen- 
tleman, who principally beſtirred himſelf in 


Ms 


. Sir William Middleton, Baronet. 
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that concern, aroſe and addreſſed the compa. 
ny in the following words, 


Al 


GENTLEMEN, 


Having now gone through the whole of the 
buſineſs for which we were ſummoned upon 
this occaſion ; before we diſperſe, I beg leaye 
to call your attention to the conſideration of 
two points--—The ' preſent moſt alarming ſtate 9 
the public debi----and the no leſs alarming claim 
which are daily ſet up againſt us by the church. 
Both of theſe from ſmall beginnings, in a very 
ſhort ſpace of time, have grown up into grie- 
vances, which, if not ſpeedily and effeQtually 
removed, can hardly fail of drawing down up: 
on our own heads, and will certainly heap up 
on thoſe of our children, every poſſible diſaſter 
which can befal us, as a people. The applice 
tion, I ſay, muſt be ſpeedy and effectual; for! 
fo critical is our ſituation, and the growth of 
the evils of which I complain ſo rapid and lux 
uriant, that if they are permitted to take deep» 
er root, and extend themſelves further, our 0 
caſe will ſoon become deſperate, without hope . 


of other remedy, than that which it will have 4 
in common with all mortal diſeaſes, to work Nr 


its own cure by the diſſolution of the body. 
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For as we muſt. ſuffer a diminution of ſtrength, 
In proportion to the increaſe of theſe evils ; 
and as the means, which we now poſleſs, are 
but barely ſufficient to enable us to diſcharge 
he outſtanding demands, and to reſerve for 
urſelves any thing like a comfortable remain- 
ler, (to which ſurely in all reaſon and juſtice 
re are entitled) if any addition is made there- 

what muſt be the conſequence? Finding 
Palven unequal to the diſcharge of ene 
ithout reducing ourſelves to beggary, w. 
hall of courſe reſiſt the payment ; 3 
nent on the other hand will attempt to en- 
orce it: a ſtruggle will enſue; in which botng 
des, as is uſual in ſuch caſes, loſing fight of 
ſtice, will aim only at the depreſſion. bf: the 
ther. In this manner we ſhall proceed from 
ad to worſe, till all reſpect of perſons, till 
very diſtinction betwixt man and man, till all 
bordination to law, till liberty itſelf is ſwal- 
wed up in the all-devouring vortex of civil 
ilention. This, Gentlemen, with too much 
robability on its ſide, may be ſaid to be an 
bſtract of the hiſtory of the times which are 
pproaching. You will all agree with me, 
at it is a conſummation moſt deyoutly to be 
voided. But how, and in what manner to 


-mained a queſtion, Gentlemen, I was filen 
upon this ſubject; at leaſt in this public mz 
ner I was ſilent: though many a time and < 
in private converſation, and in ſecret, have 
bewailed our impending calamities, the ingn 


neyed, was preparing for us, as I thought, 'h 
the hand of fate. I am now, however, fi 


„ 
avoid it, that is the queſtion. [White ' it 


dients of that bitter cup, which as we jour 


- 1 ne” WP ** 1 


very different opinion. The film which 


obſtructed my ſight is removed from be 
my eyes, and I can ſee clearly and diſtin! 
that the dreadful potation, ſo far from bei 
ours by unavoidable neceſſity, is only ſo W< 
choice that it is in our power to reject it 
put it away from our lips to a diftance | a: 
ever; only by deviating into another Pal a 
which will lead us to the temple of our poli" 
cal ſalvation: a path, which however rom 
and rugged it may ſeem, compared with tha [ 
ways which we muſt otherwiſe encounter, iſ 
as the ſmooth ſurface of a lake unruffled wil © 
winds, to the mountaneous waters of . 
ocean, in its height of ill humour. I have fag u 
thus much, Gentlemen, to convince you e 
the reality of the declining ſtate of our pub P 
m 


health, and of the abſolute neceſſity of havil 


ks 


recourſe, * loſs of time, to thoſe; medi- 
cines, if any ſuch there are, which may re- 
ſtore our vigor. I proceed now, with infi- 
nite ſatisfaction „to inform you, that a ſpeci- 
fic has been diſcovered, by means of which 
we may attain to the ſummit .of our 
wiſhes. This book, Gentlemen, Which I 
hold in my hand, this little book compleatly 
inſtructs vs in what manner to prepare a bal- 
ſam, which being poured into our wounds, 
deep and dangerous as they ſeem, will heal 
them in an inſtant, Nothing is wanting but 
ſafficient reſolution on our part to apply zit 3 
of which L can. haye no doubt, when you are 
convinced of its efficacy: and I have either Joſt 
my judgment, or I am blinded by my parti- 
ality, if that conviction does not follow, as a 
matter of courſe, the attentive peruſal of theſe 
ſheets. When I ſpeak. of an attentive reading, 
do not mean to inſinuate, that there is any 
thing difficult or abſtruſe herein to he met with ; 
on the contrary, it is all plain and perſpicuous, 
inſomuch, that thoſe who run may read and 
underſtand. Yet ſome little time will be ne- 
cellary for that purpoſe ; I ſhall therefore pro- 
poſe, if agreeable; an adjournment of this 
meeting till tomorrow morning at nine o'clock, 


( 96 ) 
or any other hour which may ſait the coryes 
nience of the company. Gentlemen will then 
come” prepared to give an opinion, and if it 
ſhall appear that you concur with me in appro- 
ving of the plan, which otherwiſe J muſt think 
I have. taken upon myſelf raſhly to recommend, 
I will inform you what ſteps I have already 
taken to introduce it to the notice of that per. 
ſon,* who ſits at the helm of the veſſel in which 
- ourſelves, our families, and all our fortune 
are embarked. I have now only further to 
obſerve, that having determined to bring thi 
matter publicly before you, and being aware 
that many Gentlemen might be here preſent, 
who had neither ſeen or heard of the props 
ſal alluded to, I took the precaution of defir 
ing Mr. Fiſher, the Librarian, to be providel 
with copies of the pamphlet. ſufficient to an 
ſwer any probable demand which might be 
made upon him; and in order to ſave time and 
trouble, I deſired that he might attend this 
morning for the purpo ſe of diſtributing them, 
And now, Gentlemen, agreeable to the in 
timation J have given, I beg leave humbly to 
moye, That this meeting be adjourned till to- 


* The Duke of Portland, then Prime Miniſter. 
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morrow morning at nine o clock, then to af 


« tion of the National Debt, the Abolition of 
« Tithes, and the Reform of the Church 
« Reyenue;” and to determine how far, and 
in what manner, it may become us to inter- 
fere, in recommending the lame to We notice 
of the Ruling NOS 


he read it to the jury, when it was immedi- 
atcly ſeconded, and after ſome deſultory con- 


their attendance the next day, the foreman 


* h S Ty 


bled the next morning, and the late foreman 


buſineſs by reading the motion of the pre- 
*664 day, when the Gentlemen, who had 


t0- 


| . at this place, for the purpoſe of ta- 
rg into conſideration the contents of a pamphj- 
55 entitled, A Propoſal for the Liquida- 


The motion being handed to the foreman, 


erſation, was agreed to without oppoſition. 
However, at the requeſt of ſome of the 
Jury, who declared it inconvenient to give 


applied to the judge, ane ho ja were dif : 


At the hour appointed the company aſſem- 


being requeſted to take the chair, opened the 


th 58 ) 
before addreſſed the Jury, aroſe and ſpoke as 
follow 1 


9 5 GENTLEMEN, 


KF: would ver y ill become me, wha tan 
been indulged with fo patient a hearing, to 
intrude * upon che time and attention 
_ of this company, if it was not necclilary 
for me to explain the hint which 1 threy 
out yeſterdsy, by giving you poſitive aſl 
rance, that the propoſal before us is, a 
preſent, in contemplation of the miniſter. 
| ſpeak this, Gentlemen, from the evidence d 
letters which have paſſed between the duke d 
Portland and myſelf, relative to this ſubjet 
Ihe letters themſelves are of conſiderabl 
| length, I ſhall not therefore obtrude . thealf 
upon you: it is ſufficient for our purpoſe to 
put you in poſſeſſion of the fact“ That! 
have already ſecured the attention, and! 
hope the patronage of the miniſter, to an! 
“ thing of this kind which you may be plea 
ed to recommend.” I muſt not, howeve;, 
omit to caution you, to conſider that w hich | 
have ſaid reſpecting the patronage of the 
miniſter, to be rather deſcriptive of my wiſhes 


/ 


„„ 
than of his avowed intentions; having indeed 
received, as yet, no aſſurance of ſupport. 


The ground however is ſufficiently cleared, 
we may enter fitly upon deliberation ; and 
may proceed in it, till we are agreed upon 
that mode of conducting the buſineſs, which 
ſhall ſeem moſt likely to Keep pace with 
our defires, to relieve ourſelves, and ſerve our 
country, by carrying this deſign into imme- 
| diate execution. What I mean by immediate 

execution is, that the object ſhould be pur- 
ſued unremittingly, and with as much diſ- 
patch as is conſiſtent with the dignity and im- 
portance of the ſubject in hand. It muſt, no 
doubt, be referred ultimately to parliament; 
and, perhaps, it would be as well. to make 
| our adyances at once, by a petition to that 
body, rather than enter into previous affocia- 
tions, a practice not univerſally approved, and 
therefore, in this caſe, to be avoided; for I 
could wiſh to have this buſineſs taken up and 
conducted on ground which is liable to no ob- 
jection. But having already exceeded the 
bounds I had preſcribed myſelf, I give way, 
moſt readily, to any other gentleman who 5 
G 2 ad | 
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may be diſpoſed to deliver his ſentiments upon 
this intereſting ſubject. 


A profound ſilence enſued, which was ſuc- 
ceeded at length by a converſation, in which 
by turns almoſt every gentleman preſent took 
a part. From which it appearing to be the 
general wiſh that we ſhould take longer time 
to deliberate, it was moved, That the fur- 
« ther conſideration of this queſtion be poſt 
e poned to the day next ſucceeding the quar- 
« terly ſeſſions firſt enſuing :” To which an 
amendment was propoſed, to adjourn /{ ſine. die, 
but this amendment being preſently with. 
drawn, the original motion was again put, 
ſeconded, and carried without further oppo 
ſition. 


” f 

— ee ent t 

ON. the gth of O aber, agreeable to the t 
purport of the motion at the former meeting { 
a very reſpectable company aſſembled in the I 
Town-Hall, at Alnwick, though many gentle- Ml | 
men, who were expected to have favored the lt ! 
C 


meeting, did not appear: and even a great 
majority of the magiſtrates attendant upon the 


„„ 


ſeſſions, for whoſe accommodation, at their 


own particular requeſt, a conſiderable delay 
| was incurred, were yet obliged to abſent them- 
| ſelves on account of buſineſs, which continued 
to lengthen out the ſeſſions beyond all expec- 
tation. Soon after two o'clock, Mr. Colling- 
wood of Unthank being requeſted to take the 


chair opened the buſineſs by a particular ſtate- 


ment of that queſtion which had ſtood over for 


deciſion, and having reſumed his ſeat, the 


' gentleman, who had originally propoſed the 


diſcuſſion thereof, aroſe and addreſſed the 


company as follows, 


GENTLEMEN, 


IJ H E interval of time, betwixt this and our 


former meeting, has taken off the force of 
that objection, which occaſioned a temporary 


ſuſpenſion of the judgment which now awaits 


the queſtion before us, and which muſt, in 


ſome meaſure, determine its fate. It can- 
not now be ſaid, as when we were laſt aſſem- 
bled upon this buſineſs, that we are taken by 


ſurpriſe ; ſufficient time has been allowed for 


deliberation, and I make no doubt but every 
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gentleman here preſent has turned it to 
advantage. And though my zeal, like the 
flame which is lighted in youthful breaſts at 
beauty's eye, and which urges them on to 
the conſummation of their wiſhes with eager» 
neſs that cannot brook delay, although my 
forward zeal, I ſay, to ſerve my country, 
made me conſider this adjournment, when 
firit propoſed, as a loſs ro the public, and 
hurtful to their caule, a moment? s reflection 
con inced me of the error of that opinion, 
and pointed out to me a variety of advantages, 
Which, till then, had eſcaped my notice. It 
occurred to me in the firſt place, from what 
I had already experienced of the matter, that 
we had much more reaſon to expect to over- 
come prejudices, . to clear away doubts, to 
ſurmount difculties, and of courſe to weaken, | 
if not anmhilate oppoſition, and increaſe the 
number of our friends; I ſay it occurred to me 
that we had much more reaſon to expect a 
plentiful return of theſe, and ſuch like benefits, 
than the reverſe of any of them, from a longer 
and more familiar intercourle, from a cli 
and more ſcrupulous inveſtigation of the ſubject. 
I conſidered further, thn by means of this 
delay, we ſhould be able to ſhelter ourſelves 


n 
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from that reproach, which has, upon all occa- 
ſions, been obſerved to follow cloſe upon the 
heels of haſty counſels For ſuch is the 
nature and diſpoſition of man, without any 
previous examination of the merits, we annex 
indiſcriminately, to all indeliberate proceed- 
ings, an idea of raſhneſs, or ſomething worle ; 
not conſidering our own relative {ituation 
at the time, not conſidering that the ſentence 
which we paſs is a condemnation of ourſelves, 
and that the blow, which we thus aim at 
another's head, recoils with double force 
againſt our. own: But yet the fact is ſuch ; 
from whence I conclude, that had you brought 
this matter to a more early deciſion, however 
obvious the truths you had advanced, however 
fair your intention, how wiſely ſoever you had 
determined tlie point, the world would have 
given you no credit in either caſe. Had the 
current of your opinions run counter to my 
wiſhes, it cannot be ſuppoſed you would have 
eſcaped from blame. If, on the other hand, 
by ſtrong conviction urged, and by the beſt 
of all poſſible motives, the ſober, chaſte, and 

genuine love of your country, —if borne along 
by theſe, you had ſwelled, with your appro- 
bation, the full tide of my hopes, ſtill there 


have accuſed you of acting under the influence 


of our plan to keep down and extinguiſh, 
And thus, Gentlemen, from the mere circun- WM 
| ſtance of our own well meant but miſguided th 


„„ 
would not have been wanting thoſe who would 


of that very ſpirit, which forms a principal part 


zeal, we ſhould in all probability have de, fa 
feated the beſt purpoſe of our heart; and lot 
a queſtion of ſuch fair expectation, in which, le 
as in a mirror, we may view reflected a ſcene 
of inexpreſſible happineſs, prepared not only 


w 
bl 
for ourſelves and our immediate ſucceſſors, Wi th 
but extended in proſpect, with increaſing Wl t 


beauty, to all ſucceeding generations. But 
if, in the firſt aukward moments of formal 


introduction, while you were yet ſtrangers to 


m 
one another, and with an eye of prejudice if th 
obliquely viewed your new acquaintance,—-if, Wl h: 


in that early ſtage of the buſineſs, you had Wi oc 


ſtood condemned in the opinion of the world, if 


by putting a negative upon this queſtion, t 


what I pray you will be ſaid of us now, if a 
we ſhould ſet our faces againſt this reform?! l 
What will be ſaid of us now, when with {MW i 
greater ſhew of juſtice, and with more de- 2 
ſerving, we ſhall have laid ourſelves open to f 
the cenſure of mankind? When our preſent WW ® 


8) 
cranſpreſſion, compared with the former of- 
fence, is in that proportion which wilful and 


death by thoughtleſſneſs occaſioned, or ſome 


we not be reprobated as men who are 
leagued, or at leaſt who court an alliance 
| with thoſe who drink their neighbours 
blood, who feed on the ſpoils, and enrich 


themſelves with the wreck of this ſinking 
water” - 


man, a doubt reſpecting the expediency of 


have exerted myſelf, upon this and former 
| occaſions, to the height of my poor abilities, - 
if any doubt remains, taking it for granted 
that truth is our only aim, and that we are 
all equally intent upon the diſcovery, I beg 
leave to obſerve, that it is more particularly 


act a conſiſtent part, to beſtir themſelves in 
promoting an enquiry, which alone can open 


oo 


premeditated murder bears to the caſualty of 


ſudden ſtart of paffion? Will it not be ſaid, 
that we are determined enemies to the wel- 
fare and proſperity of this realm? Shall 


If there yet remains, in the breaſt of any 


this meaſure, in recommendation of which I 


incumbent on thoſe who doubt, if they would 


their eyes to conviction, and without which 


Pr ) 


PER aw for ever remain in the fans ban 
of perplexing umertainty ; which, of all other 
. poſſible ſtates, is that which is moſt painful u 
an ingenious mind. Beſides, Gentlemen, i 
ſhould be conſidered, that we are not aſſem 
bled upon this occaſion to determine finally, 
wbether the propoſal before us ſnall or ſtul 
not be moulded into the conſtitution of thi 

country; whether it ſhall or ſhall not be 

paſſed into a law; we are met here only, a 
it were, a grand jury upon the queſtion, i 
 whaſe province it is to decide, from the ej 
dence of worth before us, how far we ar 
juſtified in recommending it to the notice d 
parliament. | When it comes there, it will be 
analiſed and ſifted to the battom: and if, in 
conſequence of that fiery trial, a diſcovery it 
made, that we have been deceived by ap 
pearances,--that it contains nothing of intrinſic 
value,—that it is a mere compoſition of bal 
unprofitable metals,—-no blame will reſt with 
us, nor will injury accrue to the public or to 
any individual. If, on the other hand, it 
ſhall come forth from the mouth of the fur- 
nace, pure, unimpaired, and refulgent ; what 
joy will be our portion, when we look for- 
ward to the comforts that are in ſtore ! And 


(10) 
vhen there is ſo promiſing an appearance of 
icceſs, with advantages, attendant thereon, 
rare and excellent, nor any riſk. of blame, 
r detriment in caſe of failure, can any gen- 
eman heſitate reſpecting the part which be 
zould take this day! You cannot ſure demur, 
love of honeſt fame has life within you, 
hen you conſider the praiſes that will be due, 
he thanks that will be given to thoſe men, 
ho, not deſpairing of the commonwealth, 
id bravely face this formidable Hydra, this 
UI-devouring monſter, which hath already ſwal- 
bwed up ſo conſiderable a part of your pro- 
erty, nor yet js ſatisfied, but ſtands prepared. 
„ich multifarious jaws, extended wide, to 
orge that portion which remains. Jou can · 
ot ſure demur, if it were only to gratify. 
our feelings, When you take into the ſcale 
f inducements that fountain of exquiſite plea- 
ure, which muſt for ever ſpring up in the 
nds of thoſe men, who having had the 
rmneſs to bid defiance to this threatning dan» 
yer, and the virtue to perſevere, had like- 
viſe the good fortune to return triumphant 
rom the charge, amidſt joyful acclamations, 


eated n in the hear ts of their grateful 
Fountry, 


( 108 J 
'T beg leave, therefore, humbly to moye 
That leave be given to read a petition 
parliament, praying them to take under con 


ſideration the contents of a pamphlet, ent 
tled, A Propoſal for the Liquidation of the 


National Debt, the Abolition of Tithes, ant 
the Reform of the Church Revenue.“ 


This motion being read from the chair 
ſeconded by Vice Admiral Roddam, and paſſ 
without a diſſentient voice, the petition allud 
ed to was read to the company, and the bu: 
neſs of the day concluded with the — 
motion: 


That this petition be referred to a countj 
meeting, and that the high ſheriff be requeſtel 
to call a OY} for that purpoſe. | 


Which motion, being likewiſe PO to 
the chairman, was put, ſeconded, and carried 
without W AIRS 


The following is a Copy of the Petition. 


1 1 


\ 


» » 
? * 


„„ 


To the Honourable che Comena of. Grain Brit Ew 

+3; «Manes: e. . 

The hunble Petition bv 7 dene, whſs names 
are hereunto ſubſcribed. 


3 


Suswärn, 


7 


* 


ead, and duly conſidered the contents of a 
damphlet, entitled, © A Propoſal for the 


a Church Revenue.“ 4 


we *.,vEz - 


That your en feeling for the pre- 
ent diſtreſſes of the State, and dreading the 
ertain effects of the further growth of thoſe 


vils, the removal of which is the ſubject of 
at performance, are of opinion, that a de- 
ign, which has for its aim the political ſalva- 


unity at large, and of every individual, and 


hich propoſes to work its effect by means 
bich are, apparently, both ſafe and honour- 


Fd 


THAT your Feier bias 9 and 


Liquidation of the National Debt, the Abo- 
© lition of Tithes, and the. reform of the 


ion of this country, the happineſs of the com- 


able, is entitled to the attention of parlia- 
ment: Your Petitioners, therefore, beg leave 
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humbly to recommend the propoſal in que 

Wen ts tlie nötice of this Honouralll 

Houſe, praying Them to deliberate theres 
and, if in Their wiſdom it ſhall ſeem meg 
mat They would be pleaſed to take < 

neceſſary ſteps to give. it the ke: and fon 

of law. 

Fg Jour FR ti oners yur” ever Porn „ 


THE pulnets eving n thus t 
21 the public at large being now put 
full pafſeſſiori of every particular, want of i 
formation is certainly no longer an admiſit 
plea. And as it cannot be ſuppoſed tha 
want of attention to a ſubject, which is! 
lowed on all hands to be highly n 
individuals, and of great national importam 
can be pleaded, in excuſe, by any man vi 
wiſhes well to his country; it is preſume 
that the next meeting, of which timely noti 
will be given in this, and the other Newcalll 
papers, | will be both numerous and reſped 
able, in ſupport of the meaſure. | 
BHO VO 1 am, Sir, | 
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To the Primer of the New caorL Counanr. 
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BEG the. 1 of 500 to 10 before the 
15 public the concluſion of the buſineſs rela- 
tive to the ſubject of ny" former letters as 
* FA; | 


"A ain to the intimation of ths printed 
advertiſements in the Newcaſtle papers, the 
Gentlemen n in the Town-Hall of 
Morpeth; at one 0 clock in che afternoon, 
the 26th ere when Mr. Collingwood | 
of Unthank being requeſted to take the chair; 
opened the buſineſs, by ſtating the particular 
queſtion before them; and having reſumed 
his ſeat, the gentleman who had requeſted 
the honor of their attendance, addreſſed the 
company in the followin g words: 
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GENTLEMEN, 


T think it incumbent upon me to ky ſome · 1 
thing in explanation of my own conduct in 15 = 
this buſineſs. I beg leave, however, previ- 1 
ouſly to lay before you the contents of a 
paper, written in anſwer to ſeveral objec- 


7 this meaſure, and therefore we cannot, with 


objecting parties, to a worthy friend and cop: 


which paper I think it neceſſary to mak 


not having the like opportunity of receiving 
ſatisfaction, may be induced to withdraw their 
countenance from a deſign, which otherwiſe 
they might think entitled to their beſt ſup 
port. This paper differs ſomewhat from the 


and the anſwers, which are ſeverally ine 


(112) 


tions, and tranſmitted for the benefit of the 


reſpondent of mine, who had done me the 
honor to name the difficulties to me. Of 


this public exhibition, left other gentlemen, 


who are not in the circle of that communis 
cation, entertaining the ſame objections, and 


original in point of form, the objections are 
made general, as coming from the public, 


are more diſtinct and full. 


The Wal obj ections, with the außen 
are as follow: | 


TATE OCTIONE 


1ſt. We are not competent to decide upoll 


Thomas Bigge, Eſq Benton-Houſe, | 


16 
any degree of propriety, take part either in 
favor of the queſtion, or againſt it. 


Anſwer, Such gentlemen as excuſe them - 
ſelves on this pretence, have entirely miſtaken 
the point. It is not required of them to decide 
upon the meaſure, but merely to refer it to- 
the deciſion of others, who are certainly com- 
ne... | 


ad. We do not _— of a petition to 
parliament. 
1 
Anſ. Such as do not approve of a petition 
o parliament, diſapprove of that which is 
learly the moſt Ttonſtitutional mode of pro- 
jeeding ; ; and which, indeed, in the preſent 
aſe, is the only proper one, being an appli- 
ation, in the firſt inſtance, to that body, 
hich is not only veſted with a power that 
s ſuited to the purpoſe, but with an excluſive 
privilege to give birth to all bills which have 
N ee to money. 
1 ä 
g 2d, The author? 8 calculation differs widely 
from all others that have hitherto appeared in 
H 
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print, which is enough to deter us from med 
dling in the buſineſs. 


hy. * This objection eapreſtes a doubt vpon 
> point very material to be rightly underſtocd 
and therefore operates in full recommendation 
of the enquiry propoſtd. Agreeable to for 
mer calculations, we are at this moment an 
undone people, the one half of our proper 
is already ſwallowed up. Can any man d 
feeling reſt in his bed with fuch a viſta 
though but in i lea, before his eyes! If n 
other uſe was to be made of it, in conſidera- 
tion of our own eaſe and happineſs, it i 
incumbent upon us to. inveſtipate thi 
point with nice preciſion, Let the difeo 
very be what it may, there is nothing J 
can poſſibly befal us half fo dreadful, 
the ſtate in which this cruel objection 10 
placed us. 


4th. We do not think it reaſonable to com 
pel every perſon of the ſame near income, bu 
differently circumſtanced j in reſpect of the num: 
ber .of children, to contribute the fame _ 
to the {ervice of the ſtate. ; 


( 388 9 

Anſ. This objection not only cuts up by 
the roots the preſent plan, but all other pay- 
ments that have yet been impoſed, and with 
them every idea which has hitherto been 
entertained of impartial diſtributive juſtice. 


What is ſaid reſpecting the diſproportion of 
numbers in different families, applies only to 


particular caſes- to thoſe perſons who are 


bleſt with a numerous offspring, ill exchang- 


ed, indeed, for the better ability to bear 
the burdens of the ſtate, And even this 
fearful diſparity, which is the baſis of the 
argument, diſappears upon a general compre- 
henſive view, by which we find that all 


families in the long run, taking one gene- 
ration with andher, are nearly Upon a level 


in reſpect of numbers. 


5th. We objec to that power with which, 
in order to aſcertain the quantum of taxable 
property, an officer of the crown muſt be 
armed to examine every incumbrance that 


affects an eftate-—A power which is fill more 


| intolerable than that which is at preſent 
eatruſted to an officer of exciſe, 


H a 


whole interference, as falutary to individual, 


Aus. This, indeed, roulli be a very ſerious 
objection, but happily, it has not even the 
ſhadow, of exiſtence. On the contrary, the 
landed ' proprietor being required to make 
good the full payment in proportion to hi 
income, will himſ: If be armed in return with 
a power to deduct that proportion, which i 
due from others who hold ſecurities under him, 
All incumbrances, therefore, which affect a 
eſtate, will remain exactly upon the ſame 
footing of ſecreſy, as at preſent. Ho even 
to give perfect ſatisfaction upon this head, 
beg leave to obſerve, that it is not intendel 
to make theſe payments to government at al 
but to individuals properly authoriſed to re 
ceive ſuch payments for theif own uſe. G0. 
vernment will have no concern whatever it 
the buſineſs, otherwiſe than a truſtee, to en- 
force payment, if attempted to be withheld, 


Pr. 


is allowed in this caſe, but in no other. 


* 6th- The uncertain produce upon this ex 
periment, together with the novelty of the 
matter, inclines us to give the breites to the 
old n. 


17 ) 
Auſ. Provided the Author's calculation of 
the value of real property is a juſt one, which 
do not take altogether upon truſt, when I 
proclaim it a truth, nothing can be more cer- 
tain than the produce upon this experiment, 
Reſpecting the mere novelty of the matter, 
hat objection can have no weight, when we 
conſider, that to all appearance the deſign is 
both ſafe and honourable, as well as efficient. 


ch. We object on account of the preca- 
rious ſtate of that revenue by which we are to 
provide for the detence of the kingdom, and 
Phold the credit of the nation. — 5 


+ 


Arſ. It reſts on the great baſis of com- 
merce, the ſupport of us all, the means by 
which we have riſen, and win it Fails, we 
fall er. 


AND now Gentlemen, having g gone rack. 
the whole of the objections, and furniſhed ſuch 
anſwers as, I truſt, will prove ſatisfactorv, 1 
confider this as the laſt neceſſary effort of my 
exertions. You are now finally to determine 
H 3 


Ens) 


whether I have hitherto been engaged in al 2 
fruitleſs enterpriſe, and in vain endeavour il 
to do you ſervice. I hat I have laboured in © 
your vineyard is well known to you all; bu *© 
with what ſucceßs, and whether I have been G 
uſefully employed, remains with you to de- bi 
clare. The hour of retribution is at hand, 0 
Not that I aſk, or expcct, or indeed, were 1 
the ſame in my offer, would accept other 
reward, than that which I hope to take in 4 
common with yaurſelves, under favor of the 4 
preſent deſign. At a moment like this, the g 
moſt au ful of my life, when with the fean ; 
of a culprit, though not with his guilt, I ſtand 1 
trembling before you, nothing could ſuppon C 
me under the preffure of thay anxiety which [WW n 
feel for the impending fate of this queſtion, 5 
and the burden of ſuch heavy accuſations l 
againſt me, but a conſciouſneſs of fair inten- : 
tion, of ſincere and diſintereſted zeal in the i 
ſervice of the public,---Accufations not indeed i 
openly, and manfully brought forward, but | 
left with timid caution to the conſtruction of Wi 


others, as neceſſary deductions from diſcourſe 
ſeemingly cafual, but framed in reality, with 
infinite- art and addreſs, for that particular 
purpoſe, It is a vulgar phraſe, and I wil 


a) 


not ſpeak fo diſreſpetfully as to ts it to 
any man, but of theſe allegations I muſt needs 
take the liberty of ſaying. Give them but 
rope, they will hang themſelves. I am aware, 
Gentlemen þ of the ſeverity of this ſentence ; 


but when I have ſtated to you the particulars 
of the caſe, if you think I have judged amiks, 
I ſtand here for correction. 


I ſay then that to infinuate as ſome have 
done, that I have proceeded thus far, without 
hope of ſucceſs, is in my humble opinion to 


pronounce me ſenſeleſs or inſane ; and that! 


think is not your meaning. To alledge that I 
have no wiſh to ſucceed, is to ſay that I am 
void of ſincerity, and that, I truſt, you will 
not ay. To aflert that I have put myſelf for- 
ward ppon this occaſion, in fond expectation 
of making a favorable diſplay of ſuch flender 
talents as have fallen to my lot, what is this 
but to ſay, that I am the weakeit and moſt 
vain of mankind ; and at a time of life, when 
the judgment of other men is only ripened 
to perfection, that mine has gone back, or 
run wholly to decay. For, ſurely, in the 
wide range of nature, there cannot be pro- 
duced an inſtance of OUT folly and pre- 
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ſumption, than for me to imagine, that a 
ſubject, which is of itſelf an intellectual feaſt, 
full of flavor and poignancy, could ſtand in 
need of the inſipid ſeaſoning of my harangue 
to make it reliſh upon your palates. 


Io fay that I have taken advantage of the 
author's concealment, to ſhare with him in the 
praiſe of his performance, or what is till 
worſe, to engroſs it wholly to my uſe, is to 
exhibit me in a point of view that is truly 
ridiculous. It implies that I have arrayed 
4 myſelf in borrowed plumes, in order, {lf 
important thus to ſtrut and ſtare before you. 
But if I have done this, if [ have ever at. 
_ tempted by word or deed, directly or ind“ 
rectly to induce a belief that T myſelf was he, 
when I was no other than a counterfeit, let 
my accuſer ſtand forth, and I will give him 
ſuch proof of his error, or as the poet ex 
* it. 


Such damning proof, that henceforth he ſhall fear 
To tax my wrath, and own my conduct clear. 


Do not miſtake me, Gentlemen, it is not 
my meaning to lay under reſtraint the con- 
jectures of any man, it is not in my power, 
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and as little is it my with to do ſo; all of 
hich I complain is, that I _ have been accuſed 
f oiving encouragement to their particular 
direction. While the matter is in doubt, the 
Wpeculative mind, for its own entertainment, 
or that of others, may ſpin without offence 
is web or cobweb of ſurmiſe; which of the 
wo it may prove I will not take upon me to 
etermine ; its real yalue can only then be 
nown, when in the fulneſs of time the author 
all think fit to reveal himſelf. Hitherto 
ere has been no filiation, no one yet has 
Either owned or diſavowed relationſhip, the 
hild is therefore yours to-day, *tis his to- 
norrow, the next it may be mine, and thus 
dy turns the credit which it gives is ſhared 
mongſt us. So let it be—-I can have no ob- 
ection to this diſtribution, to more than this, 
o far as It concerns myſelf I do object. 


It is the author's preſent wiſh to lie con- 
realed-Ptis ſo expreſſed. Does any one be- 
eve that this proceeds from whim? Can you 
Imagine that he is either afraid, or that he. 
need be aſhamed to make himſelf known? 

hen wherefore ſhould we grudge him this 
Indulgence ? There is but one good reaſon 
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on which to ford: a wiſh that it was otherwiſe 
which is, that the public in the mean tim; 
are deprived of the benefit of his ſervice 
Yet poſſibly we err in this conjecture. By 
cauſe he is unknown, it does. not follow 


that he has hitherto been inactive, or that he * 
is not at this time in ſome place, .ewploye you 
in forwarding the great work which he has IM ed: 
on foot, as effectually, and perhaps more ſ not 
| \ than if he were here ſtanding in confefſin Wa 
before you. Far be it from me, then, u for. 
attempt to draw the veil aſide; and turthe ag 
mill, to ſay or do ought which might creat al 
a ſuſpicion, that I was aſſuming to myſil = 
what belonged to another. Let who wil ola 
therefore, have the merit of preparing tl 4% 
diſh, be it remembred, that I have put i "WE 
my claim to no other, than that which apper il _. 
tains to the very humble occupation of bring Wl e 
ing it to- your table, and placing it before Or 
you, Except, indeed, that I have endcavor WM an. 
par by every perſuaſion in my power, 0 pa 
prevail upon you to eat thereof; fully cor ihn. 
vinced that it is not only wholſome food, and ch 
conducive to health, but neceſſary to life; tic 
that without it you muſt die, not indeed the I th 


death of the righteous, but if you feel cor 


61323) 
viction the ſame as I do, of the worth of 
parricides, of men who wiltully embrue heir 
hands in the blood of their country. 


I will now ſpeak out, it is no time to be 
mealy-mourhed: Have you no feeling? Are 
you pallied? Are all your faculties henumb- 


ed? Have you not eyes or ears, have you 


not ſeen and heard, or does it remain with 
me to acquaint you, that a confederacy is 


formed, that the clergy are united to a man 


againſt us, that they have entered into a ge- 
neral ſubſcription in ſupport of their cauſe, 
not the cauſe of religion, other wiſe we ſhould 


gladly have borne a part; but to do that, 
on which a curſe has been entailed from the 
beginning—-70 move their neighbour's land. mark 


--and ſhall we not confederate likewiſe, ſhall 
we not bodily oppoſe this irreligious deſign ? 


Or will you wait fingly, wrapped up in ſloth, 


and ſtupid inſenſibility, till it comes to your 
particular turn to feel the painful effects of 
that cruel perſecution, which is raifed by the 
church againſt'us. If ſuch is your determina- 
tion, you are indeed deſerving of the worſt 
that can befal you in that reſpect. 
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As to public matters you ſee the preſent 
ſtate of the funds? Bankruptcy and rebelliq 
ſtare us full in the face“ and by what mean 
is it propoſed to avert theſe dire calamities! 
By economy, and a ſinking fund.“ Oeco- 


nomy! of whom?” Cf miniſters! And are you 


Mill that eaſy, fond, believing people? Are 
you ſtill willing to truſt your falvation to the 


Oeconomy of miniſters, ſo often tried in vain?! 


After the experience which you have had cf 


fo many years of ſo many men, of ſo many. 
broken promiſes, you cannot furely be ſuch. 


egregious dupes, as not to perceive, that thoſe 
who have propoſed a ſinking fund for that 


dirt in your eyes, that you might not purſue 
and overtake them in their tract of iniquity. 
It is, indeed, moſt truly called a ſinking fund; 

it is a fund that would ſink this, or any nation; 
it is the fund of corruption. By doing that 


which I have recommended, you will relieve 


miniſters from the trouble of looking out for 
| reſources; : 


* See Mr. Fox's ſooo on the 1 as printed in the 
London papers. See allo ſimilar dec!arations from the 
preſent Chancellor of the — Mr. Pitt. 


purpoſe, had no other meaning but to tiroy 


and if they are wiſe, and are op | 


9 


right, they will adopt the meaſure for their 
own eaſe, as well as the public good. 


You will likewiſe emancipate yourſelves from 


the influence of that power, which they muſt 


ever retain over the reſolutions of men, to wind 
them to their purpoſe, while they continue to 


have the fingering of the public money. It is 
a power not fit to be truſted in the hands of any 


continue to do ſo. Till this is done away, 
there is no redemption for us; and when 


'tis done away, you have cut up corruption 
by the root, that baleful plant, which ſickens 
all our virtue. Miniſters will not open their 


private purſe in ſupport of venal adherents, 


reach, I do believe the preſent miniſter * 
is an honeſt man, and as ſuch I contemplate 
his ſituation with pleaſure, and look up to 
him wich a joyful hope of ſupport. But whe⸗ 
ther I am founded in this opinion or not, it 


* The Duke of Portland, 


ans nl 
— 


- 
: 7 0 R 7 N * 
on ws oY! r "UE : "WHY F 4 7 CY os N 
4 5 * E 5 
\ : . 


* RF 
NN 
* | AS Ts r 5 * N . * T 4 . +9 +250 8 8 
n Ru 1 * 5 r 1 


man, or ſet of men. All that have yet been 
concerned have invariably abuſed it, and as all 
have, the fair preſumption is that all will 


and there is none elſe that will be left in their 


is our duty to unite, and enforce perfor- 


( 

mance. The love of our country, and the 
great law of nature, the law of felf-preſeryz 
tion, demands it of us. I have ſaid it before 
and I repeat it again, there is no other alter 
native. You muſt either do this, or ſome 
thing to this effect, or miſchief will enſue, 
ſuch as the ſun's all-piercin g eye hath ng 
yet looked upon in this iſland. To preven 
which, by rouſing you from. the ſlumben d 
 Felf-ſecurity, by pointing to your danger, an 
to the means of eſcape, and not, as fone 
would have you believe, to pull the noddig 
ruin on your heads, have I left the ſhades d 
retirement; quitting that, which to me i 
2 paradiſe, that to which I ſhall return, hay 
ing effected my purpoſe, not only without 
regret, but with rapture, like unto tha 


which is felt, after painful ſeparation, u 
hearts well tuned to one another. 


What I am now ſaying reminds me d 
another circumſtance more material to be 
diſcuſſed, and fully explained, than any which 
I have hitherto touched upon, as in all pro 
bability the fate of the day will hinge there 
on.—lt is laid to my charge that I cheriſh, 
and give entertainment to ambitious thoughts 


To U 
ambit 


J an 


Cit is 


1 
To which J anſwer- -I am not indeed without 
ambition, but it is not of that caſt of which 
J am accuſed. But what if it were? while 
Tit is kept within due bounds, while the 
object is neither unlawful, nor unbecoming 


my ſtation, by what logic can it conſtitute a a 


erime? If mere ambition is a fin, which of 
you will throw the firft ſtone? A feat in par- 
tament is ſaid to be my aim: admitting that 
it is, does any one object? Have I not pre- 
tenfions? However dcficient in ability, you 
perceive that I have the will to ſerve the 
public; and the ſituation in which I ſtand, 
in point of fortune, thanks to the prudent 
care of my parents, has placed me far 
above any temptation to do the thing 
which is wrong And are not theſe the 
neceſſary ingredients of which the repre- 
ſentatives of the people ſhould be compo. 
ed? But it is whiſpered that I aſpire to 
the honor of obtaining this mark of diſtinc- 
tion, by - means of your particular favor. 


Ay! there is the rub! There are others who 


entertain ambitious thoughts, which inter- 
tere and are incompatible with thoſe which 


are attributed to me. It is therefore neceſ- 
fry to depreciate me in the opinion of the 
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meaning but to ſerve myſelf. What! That! 


0 by making uſe of it as a cat's paw— as a ſtalk 
ing-horſe as a ſtep-ladder to preferment! 


it --may heaven forgive. And will you then, 
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world, to repreſent me ſelfiſh and deſigning 


---that I do not appear before you in m 
proper character that I am not the diſin- 
tereſted perſon I would palm upon your cre 
dulity—that I am here in diſguiſe--that I haye 


only taken up this queſtion as a fir ſubje& 


for popular declamation, hoping thereby to 


wheedle myſelf into favor, and turn your a- 
tention aſide from others which are more de- 
ſerving---that the public advantage is a mere 


pretence -in a word, that I have no other 


have blaſphemed my country's ſacred name, 


Periſh the thought ! And he that harboured 


—to give the argument its ee will 
you then betray your country's cauſe to keep 


2 wretch like me, a worthleſs individual down? 


=. 


It cannot be:---or if it can, it muſt not be; a 
crime like this would blot the faireſt fame. 


The commiſſion of which having it in my 
power to prevent, there would indeed be good 
room for complaint were I not to interpole. 
Then hear me while I ſpeak.—If there is 
honor, truth, or faith in man, believe me, 


„ Lo 
A | 


Gentlemen, I have no private ends to anſwer 
I have no aim. but that which is the FEM 
mediate object of the deſign before us--I have 
no views but ſuch as are cbvious and apparent 
to you all. And however abſurd it may ſeem 
formally to reject that which has never yet 
been in my offer, the peculiar circumſtances of 
the caſe warrant the proceeding. I do there- 


fore, here in your preſence, not only diſclaim, 


every intention of the kind which ſome have 
imputed to me, but do utterly renounce and 
abjure the idea. Neither do I pretend to make 
4 merit of this: it is an eaſy ſacrifice when duty 
and inclination go hand in hand. For in truth; 


all that I feel of ambition, is to have it in my 


power to effect ſomething in my journey through 
life, of eſſential-fervice to my country; and hav- 


ing ſucceeded all would aſk in return, is to 


de permitted to take back with me to my re- 


treat the comfort it would yield me. And 
now, Gentlemen, that I have diſburdened 
my mind, and cleanſed myſelf thoroughly 
from all my political fins, whether real or im- 


puted, a removed that obſtacle which alone 

could operate as a bar of ſeparation between 

us, 1 truſt there will not be found, upon the 
1 
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preſent queſtion, two minds in this company, 
In full confidence of which, of your hearty 


and unanimous ſupport, I ſhall venture. with: 
out further heſitation to move. 


That the petition which was produced at 
the meeting at Alnwick, and is now before 
you, be approved and adopted by this reſpec- 
table — | Y 


THIS motion being ſeconded by Mr. John 
Aſkew, the petition was read; and no one 
riſing in oppoſition, the opinion of the com- 
pany was taken from the ſhew of hand, 
which in the firſt inſtance appeared to be 
doubtful, but upon a ſecond diviſion was clear- 
ly againſt the motion. And thus was this 
great queſtion loſt, for the preſent, by « 
ſilent vote. 


I am, 81 Ry 


f Til Mou Tu, ? 
Nov. 27, 1783, 


Tour very humble Servant, 


(Signed) FRANCIS BLAKE 


t 
AFTER fo much previous ſucceſs, the 
fülure in this laſt inſtance requires explana- 


the reſolution entered into at Alnwick, ap- 
plication was made to the late high. -ſheriff, 
a gentleman of faireſt fame, of unimpeached 
integrity, who, ſtrange as it may ſcem in a 


perſon of that deſcription, and ſtranger ſtill in 


one that favored the deſign, refuſed, upon 


ſme miſtaken opinion of informality, to call 
the county together. Ibis unforeſeen, this 


inayertable event, diſconcerted the parties, 
deranged their plan, and ſeemed to threaten 


danger. It was therefore proceeded againſt 


s an evil, whereas in fact it was no other- 
wiſe an evil, than as it was made to produce 
one, The ſhip now fairly launched, and 


waiting for a wind, ſecurely might have rode 


a while at anchor. Inſtead of this, an ex. 
bedient was thought of, which brought about 


the wreck of the veſſel, even in the body ot 


the harbour. A meeting was advertiſed in a 
private name, which was evidently a work of 
ſupererogation, the propoſal having already 


I 3 


* Willam Hargrave, Eiq; Shawdon, 


jon. The fact I find is this. Agreeable to 
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received the ſufficient approbation of privat 


meetings. Gentlemen who were aware d 
this, abſented themſelves, avoiding the troy; 
ble of a needleſs jaunt. Others who wer, 
preſent took no part in the buſineſs. 0 
thoſe who voted, the whole together did ng 
amount to two dozen; the number in oppo 
ſition muſt clearly then, at any rate, hay 
been too inconſiderable to prove deciliye 
From which circumſtance, and from th 
known zeal of the ſupporters of this meaſure 
IJ am confident there can be no ſuch ide 
entertained as that of acquieſcence under th 
preſent determination. I ſhall therefore lod 
forward with eager. expectation of farthe 
and better tidings from that quarter. Hop 
ing, wiſhing, praying in the mean time, t 
hear at ſome not diſtant period, that zhe lon 
of preſent caſe and emolument, Som gangrent 


of the heart, which alone can prevent the 


progreſs of this deſign, has abated its viru 
| lence, and left that noble part, from theſe 
impurities made clean, to act upon the wil, 
for general good, as nature's God deſigned 
It. | 
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\ $ we have now ſeen all th 


* 


at is meant 
to be done at preſent by the Miniſter 


for the relief of this oppreſſed country, it 
behoves us to examine how far his good en- 
deavours are likely to prove effectual to the 


end propoſed, viz. the gradual diminution of the 
National Debt. 175 
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revenue ſhall have gone on ſo ſmoothly, that 


have paid off by purchaſe fifty millions of our 
debt, and that forty of thoſe fifty ſhall have 
been paid off during 8 the term of che twenty 


the next war will be this: That over and 


intereſt of the remaining debt, and the mil. 
lion to be applied to the ſinking fund, we 


Intereſt of the forty millions bought up by 
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And in order to give every poſſible adyan. 


tage to the plan produced, let us ſuppoſe, 


that in every ſucceeding period of twenty: 


8 eight years we ſhall have no more to e- 


counter than eight years of war, and that 
thoſe eight years of war ſhall be preceded in 
variably by twenty years of peace. Let us 
ſuppoſe farther, that all things reſpecting the 


in the courſe of twenty-eight years. we ſhall 


* peace. 


ſituation at the ſuppoſed commencement of 
above what is neceſſary to defray the ordinary 
expences of Government, over and above the 
ſhall have in hand to begin the war a revenue 


of 1, Go0, oool. per annum ariſing from the 


G overnment. 


; 'It is iow from theſe premiſes, that our 


2 


T 
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Su S then that the war diſburſements 
mall amount communibus annis to ꝙ, 600, ooo l. 
it would ſeem that the whole deficient ſum to 
be borrowed yearly would be eight millions. 
But the fact is otherwiſe, for the whole of the 
revenue in hand cannot be applied, even the 
firſt year of the war, to war diſburfements ; 
a certain proportion of it muſt neceſſarily be 
ſet aſide . to pay the year's intereſt of the 
money to be then immediately raiſed. A 


farther portion of it muſt in like manner be ſet 
aſide the ſecond year of the war to pay the 


intereſt of the money to be borrowed "that 
year ; and in this manner we fhall have to 
1 year after year till the whole is again 
appropriated, which will take place about the 
ifth year of the war; at which period we 
ſhall be brought back to the preciſe point from 
which we had ſtarted fixe and twenty years 
before. So that even ſuppoſing we might 


then be able to put an end to the war, it ap- 


pears, that, ſo far from having advanced, 'we 
hall not have budged in all that time one 
ſingle ſtep forward in relief of our country: 
that is to ſay, our debt will be the ſame it is 
now, and our revenue will be the ſame, yicld- 
ing no ſurplus but that which it now yields, 


of one million per annum for the ſinking fund. 
Our only conſolation will therefore be this, 
that we are not in any worſe ſituation than we 
were in the year 1786, when the plan of re- 
en was. ſet on foot. 


| But by. our ed we have yet to 


recki upon three years of war to be carried 
- on- altogether with borrowed money, and of 


courſe that all conſolation will fail us, inaſ. 
much as we ſhall have to ſet ourſelves down | 


at the end of twenty-eight . years near thirty 
millions of money more in debt, and in that 


proportion more burdened with taxes than we 


are at preſent, From which it follows, that 


ſo far from its operating to our relief, the pub- 


lic debt, under management of the plan pro- 
poſed by the Miniſter, will continue in a pro. 
greſſive ſtate of increaſe of one hundred millions 
every hundred Yon: 


Neither, 18 this all, however great and alarm- 


ing it may ſeem; neither is this, I lay, the 


whole extent of the miſchief which may over: 


take us; for we have hitherto proceeded in 
this inquiry, upon a ſuppoſition, that the 
periods of peace and war ſhall in ſuture be to 


IE > 
$5 * 


one another in the ſettled proportion of eight 5 


to twenty. Nay we have gone farther, we 
have even ſuppoſed a caſe in which the pro- 
portion of years on the favourable ſide is as 
four to one, and yet what has reſulted from 
theſe ſuppoſitions? An unavoidable accumula- 


tion of debt in the firſt inſtance; and in the 


ſecond, no farther accumulation indeed. 


neither any diminution of debt or burdens. 
Viewing it therefore in its moſt favourable 


light, the plan propoſed goes at leaſt to this, 


o eſtabliſh in this country a e of P | 


ment to the . amount. 4 


But to what more than this will it go, if 
it ſhall ſo happen in future as it has hitherto | 


befallen us for a ſeries of years, that the periods 
of peace and war ſhall be nearly upon an equa- 
lty? To what then muſt we look forward, 

but to ſpeedy and inevitable ruin! What if a 


twenty-years peace ſhall be ſucceeded by a 


nineteen years war? We have ſeen already, 


that in five years of war we ſhall have eaten up 


all the hoarded proviſions of a twenty-years 
peace, and of courſe that we ſhall have to run 


in arrear for the remainder. of the term at the 
rate of 9, 60, ooo l. per annum, which in 


e 
fourteen years will accumulate a freſh debt & 
134,400,000 Il. Admitting, therefore, that by 
means of the ſinking fund, and other contin 
gencies, we ſhall have paid off in the courſe of 
the laſt fourteen years of the war 34,400, 0001, 
there will yet remain one hundred millions, 
to be added in leſs than forty years, to the 
preſent enormous bulk of the national debt! 
How much farther then are we diſtant than 
this period from the tremendous criſis of our 
country 8 fate? BE 


Let us now take up the matter upon that 
idea of Mr. Pitt's which is moſt flattering to 
our hopes; let us ſuppoſe, for inſtance, that 
the powers of Europe ſhall have laid aſide for 
a while all jealouſy of this country; let us ſup 
poſe them to have ſo far loſt ſight of any dar 
ger to themſelves from our aggrandiſement, 3 
to have. abſtained induſtriouſly from all occa- 
ſion of quarrel with us for eight and twenty 
years, in order thereby more effectually to ena- 
ble us to recover our ſtrength, and make 
ourſelves formidable. Let us ſuppoſe farther, 
that we on our part ſhall have conducted our- 
ſelves in a manner ſo wary, wiſe, and inof- 
fenſiye, as to have furniſhed them with no 


( 143 ) 
colour of pretence whatever to commence hoſ- 
tlities with us in all that time. Let us alfo 


ſuppoſe that we ſhall have paid off in eight 


and twenty years ſuch a proportion of our debt, 
as that over and above the ordinary expences 
of Government, the intereſt of the remaining 
debt, and the million to be applied to the 
ſinking fund, we ſhall have a revenue in hand 


Even in this caſe, which is the moſt favourable 
that can be ſupppoſed, we ſhall only have to 
revolve in a circle of thirty-ſeven years inſtead 


ſhall return again to that identical point from 
which it is -now propoſed we ſhould take our 
departure. But what certainty have we, or 


to put an end to the war at that moſt critica 
period? And if it ſhall come to paſs, that, in- 
ſtead of a nine years war, we ſhall have a war 


the ſuppoſed preceding peace, an additional 
burdens of courſe proportioned thereto. But 
what if it ſhall ſo happen, which is not un- 
ukely, that after a peace of eight and twenty 


years from this time, which, with the four 


* 


to begin the war of 3, ooo, ooo], per annum. 


of twenty-five ;- for in nine years of war we 


of fourteen years, which is only half the term of 


debt will be incurred of fifty millions, with 


what probability is there that we ſhall be able, 


N FF. | © 
"3 
14 1 % Y * 63% 
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years of peace already gone, will make a an ip- 


1 terval of thirty-two years between the cloſe of th 
* the laſt war and the beginning of the next; | * 
= it ſhall ſo happen, I fay, that we ſhall then 2 
_ have to ſucceed to a nineteen years war, we 3 
F- ſhall . find ourſelves at the .end of that war, 8 

which is before the expiration of half a century N 

from this time, one hundred millions more in 1 


debt than we are at this moment: at which! 
rate, could it even be poſſible for us to keep 
our legs ſo long, the whole income of England, 


ſhite of the i inking fund, would be PSI and 
out- run in a Very few centuries! 


We wg now tim FI the light and te 
dark ſide of the propoſition before us; ; We 
have ſeen, that in bare poſlibility it may Pre- 
vent an increaſe, but that it cannot at any rate 
effect a diminution of the national debt. Bu 
is this all which we have ſeen? Have we not 
ſeen likewiſe, that the greater probability i 
that it cannot by any means operate to prevent 
the ruin of this country? Let us turn away, 
however, for the preſent, from this laſt reflec: 
tion; let us take off our eyes from the darke! 
ſide, and place them on that only which is moſt 
enlightened; let us w cigh and conterplat 


( ws ) 
the meaſure. in its beſt effects. Even in this 
light conſidered, the utmoſt it. can do for us 
will not mend our condition; all it can do will 
only be to prevent us from growing worſe. 
And is this enough ? Will it content us to be 
told, that all which chere is of comfort in this 
plan, and all which there is of advantage to be 
derived from it to this country, under circum- 
ſtances the moſt favourable, amounts but to 
this: That neither ourſelves, nor our poſterity, 
ſhall be more or 15 burden than we are at 


this moment ; 4; 


bd —z —_— 


1 have now only to requeſt before I con- 
clude this addreſs, that credit may be given me 
for the unfeigned ſincerity of the following de- 
claration,--—-That I have not taken upon me 10 
idvance theſe truths, for ſach ] believe them 10 be, 
with any other deſtgn whatever but to ſerve, by 
ſo doing, the general intereſt. I have too con- 
ſiderable a ſtake, independent of that love 
which I bear my country, to have any wiſh to 
obſtruct the operation of ſalutary meaſures ; but 
for the ſame good reaſon it is, that I cannot 
look with an eye of indifference on thoſe pro- 
ceedings which I am verily perſuaded have a 
contrary tendency. 
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me to declare what opinions I hold reſpeQing 
the moſt feaſible mode of paying our debt; 


timents on that ſubject. Admitting * 


humbly conceive that a much better plan than 
that which is now produced has already been 
laid before the * | 


was large enough; but how to increaſe the 


IG; any one ſhould ſay in return, that the 
plan recommended by the Miniſter has this ad- 
vantage at leaſt, that it is better that no plan 
at all, and that it very ill becomes me, or 
any perſon, to find fault with it who cannot 
produce a better; I have only to anſwer to 
ſuch reaſoniug, that it is quite ſuperfluous far 


the world are already in poſſeſſion of my fen- 


the propriety of ſuch reaſoning, it will not, hows 
ever, apply to me in the caſe before us, who 


Beſid, es, hs fact is, dn als not a 
to the Miniſter's plan on any other account 
than that of its weakneſs and inefficacy. It 
would anſwer the end propoſed if the ſurplus 


furplus ſufficiently without bending our nech, 
already too much bowed, till we touch the 
earth, is not eaſy to be deviſed. There 200 


* See thi Propoſal for the Liquidation of the National Debt 
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but two ways that occur to me of effecting 


this; the firſt is, that all men ſhonld deter- 


mine forthwith to be honeſt and true to the 
state; in which cafe I have no doubt but the 


preſent. taxes would be ſufficiently productive : 


the other is but on farther thought, I muſt 


beg leave to be excuſed. from naming it, be- 


cauſe J am clearly of opinion it will not be 
adopted; and that if 1 was togxplain myſelf, 


ir would anfwer no other end but to bring 
cluſtered about my ears all the drones in the 
kingdom, or, at leaſt, all the n of ſu- 


perior orders =” 


% 


Having now, therefore, ſhewn that the Mi- 


niſter's plan of a million ſurplus is big with 
diſappointment at leaſt, if not with ruin to 
this country ;---that it cannot in any courſe of 
events which we can reckon upon be pro- 
ductive of any good conſequences whatever; 
that it may indeed ſerve to amule us for a 
while in our emaciated ſtate, but that it can- 


not at any rate reſtore us to health. Having 


ſewn defiges, that in all like mood we may be 
2 


, The abolition of all great ſinecure places whether in Church 
or State. 
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thus entertained by it in a fool's paradiſe till 
death at once ſhall over take us; or even ſup- 


poſing that we may be able to ſurvive repeated 


ſhocks, that we have nothing to look forward 


to but diſtreſs and beggary, inaſmuch as the bi 
whole of our poſſeſſions would be ſpent in 2 AN 
period of no great length.-—Having ſheyn th 
theſe things, it is now, when the eyes of al Wt 
men are open to ſee and diſtinguiſh the truth, ll © 
when their underſtandings are convinced tha Wl 
they look up in vain for ſalvation | in any other Wl © 
Way, it is now, I ſay, that I am more tha Ml © 
ever encouraged to hope that the good peopk} 4 
of England, uniting together in the cauſe d 5 
their country, will, without farther lok «Ml © 
time, require that at the hands of their rulen 
which never can fail us, which muſt prox 
effectual a fair ai iftribution of the Nuatinu + 
Debt. . 


FRANCIS BLAKE. 


ALBEMARLE-STREET, 
April 24, 1786. 


E 
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IT has been objeated to the plan of dil. 
buting the debt in the manner propoſed, 
that it will lay a perpetual rent- charge upon 
the property of this country. But have we 
not ſeen that the Miniſter's plan will do the 
very ſame thing, if it does no worſe, only 
with this difference, that it will do fo to a 
much greater amount? Then let any man, 
who has the faculty of diſtinguiſhing between 
right and wrong, determine this point; let 
bm ſay which of the two plans is to be pre- 
ferred; that which is the greater evil, or that 
which is infinitely leſs; that which eſtabliſhes 
a payment in perpetuity, ſubject to all the 
well-known diſadvantages of the preſent ſyſtem 
of finance, or that which. eſtabliſhes not only 
a much ſmaller payment of the ſame kind, 
but one that is clear of all the others diſadvan- 
tages; and to which is annexed, all that there 
is good in the oppoſite ſcale ;----which, in 
truth, is every advantage that can poſfibly 
flow to us from the circumſtance of a Nation 

5 K 3 


* See the Propoſal quoted, in the firſt part of this publication 
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like this being clear of debt. Let him deter- 
mine, I ſay, which of the two plans is to be 
preferred, that which involves the continuance 
of debt- and taxes, and in all likenihocd 
their farther increaſe, or that which in one 
moment will ſet the nation at large, in reſped 
of its debt, which ſecures the abolition of al 
taxes in time of peace, and which, by a tem. 
porary revival of them in time of War ouh, 
ſupercedes the neceſſity of plunging again int 
difficulties, 


with its weight, (che preſſure of which hx 
never been fairly eſtimated at leſs than fit 
per cent.) or to that which will preſs with x 
weight of ſixteen per cent; only, - ſuppoſing 
the income of England to be no more than 
ſixty millions. per annum, and leſs than ten 


as a noble Lord * has given us encouragement 

to hope. It is needleſs for me to lay where 

the preference I is due: and if it goes in favour 
of the latter plan, f under ſuch circumſtance 
as have here been deſcribed, how much more 


Let him fay, whether the prefe 
rence is due to that plan which bears us down. 


per cent. if the income is one hundred million, | 


* Lord Newhaven in his late patriotic addreſs to the public 


4 See the plan here alluded in the firſt part of this collection, 


1 | 
muſt it do ſo when we conſider that the Mi- 
niſter's plan does, indeed, create a perpetuity 
beyond relief; whereas the other is no more 
a perpetuity than' a mortgage is ſuch, from 
which every man of prudence may gradually 
relieve himſelf, * The only improvement which 
I ſhall venture to ſuggeſt is this, that inſtead 
of providing for the annual exigencies of war 
by a temporary revival of taxes, whoſe addi- 
tional preſſure would be fifty per cent. at leaſt, 
that che annual ſupplies ſhould be raiſed dur- 
ing the continuance of . our. troubles by a pound 
rate, which, at ten per cent. would accumu- 
late more money into the Treaſury than all the 
taxes, be eaſier collected, and fit lighter upon 
us in the full proportion of five to oue. 


1 * See the Propoſal. Part . 


S. Un M N P. 
15 * | | | 
THAT delay which has unavoidably grown 
out of the requiſite preſs correction of theſe 
remarks, has given me time, before they are 
finally ſubmitted to the public opinion, to caſt 
my eye over Earl Stanhope's obſervations on 


..P 


1 2:52 * | | 
| the fame ſubject. And it is now, with. all due rent 
deference to his Lordſhip's great abilities, that I one ä 
] take upon me to ſay, that his Lordſhip's plan, Ml {rib 
recommended to us in lieu of that which he 
reprobates, & weighed: together with events 
which muſt neceflarily be taken into the ſame 
ſcale of conſideration, is not equal to the ac- 
compliſhment of what it profeſſes. His Lord- 
ſhip ſtates, if I do not miſconceive his mean- 
ing, that the whole national debt will be pad 
off by the operation of his plan in fifty- one 
years from the preſent time: by which I un- 
derſtand, that the nation will en be cleer 
of debt. But is not this to beg a queſtion, in 
the firſt place, which cannot be granted, and 
afterwards to reaſon and draw concluſions from 
thence,” as if it were really aſſented to and a- 
lowed? Does it not pre- fuppoſe this  circum- | 
ſtance, (which, indeed, is eſſential to his pur- 
poſe,) that theſe fifty-one years ſhall be years 
of peace? But who is there that will admit 
concluſions which are drawn upon truſt of this 
molt improbable ſuppoſition ! Or who. is it 
that will not rather ſuppole one” one half of Hu 

thoſe years may be years of war? And in ſuch 
* "obs; who does not ſee how materially diffe- 


1 Mr. Pitt? 8. 


A ) 
rent our ſituation will be, at the end of fifty⸗ 
one years, from that which we have heard de- 
e by _— noble oF PET: be 


Inl addon thatefork to thoſe ſeven u pets 
who have been brought forward by his Lord- 
ſhip * in review before us, let us ſuppoſe an 
eighth perſon to ſtand forth and ſay, That a 

| good Plan is that, f which is ſo far from mak- 
ing it neceſſary for us to wait with patient ſuf- 
fering the - gradual decreaſe of our preſent in- 
cumbrances which is ſo far from deprefling 
us with fears, that before the propoſed dimi- 
nution could in any very ſenfible degree be 
brought about, we ſhould be called upon 
again to ſwell the bulk of what remained in 
tenfold proportion to the annual decreaſeꝰ 
which is ſo far from bringing conviction to our 
mind, that all we can do will be doing no 
more than to ſtave off for a while the evil 
day, which, ſure as death, and in point of 
time as life uncertain, muſt come upon this 
country ;--- which is ſo far from holding out to 
us this moſt pitiable conſolation only, that 
although it may poſſibly ſo happen that our- 


See Ear] Stanhope't publication. 


7 His Lordſhip's phr. ſe. 
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ſelves may not live to ide the e co 
Cäluſion of this buſineſs, yet that our laſt m 
ments muſt neceſſarily be unbittered with thj 
rreeflection, that it cannot be ſhifted from ou 

% immediate ſucceſſors, but that thoſe who are 
deareſt to us muſt drink to the dregs this ay 
of affliction ;---which is ſo far from haunting 
3 us through life with endleſs apprehenſions o 
5 impending danger, and torturing us in det 
with; viſions of woe, to be realized on op 
children; — which is ſo far, I ſay, from givig 

us occaſion to look forward to certainties lik 

theſe, which, whoever ſhall live to ſee, wil 

but lengthen his days to lament his exiſtence; 

that 4 good plan is that, and that only i; 

good one in our ſituation, which at once wil 

remove our fears, give eaſe to the ſubjel 

and ſtrength to the ſtate; which ar once wil 
free. the nation. from. debt, and exterminate 
taxes: and to crown the whole, which « 
once will provide ſuch inexhauſtible and ready 
ſupplies in time of war, as /hall utterly and fir 
ever extinguiſh the abhorred idea of a natiou 


— 


Mr. Pitt's plan is evidently nor that plan 
neither is Earl Stanhope's, nor yet Mr. Fox's; 


( 153 ) 
but there is a plan which no man has pub- 
ickly fathered, * but which, in truth, will 
do all that is here required of a good plan; "no 
and as the author of it expreſſes himſelf, will, 1 
by ſo doing, reſtore us in one moment, without _ 


3 y relapſe, from l ong-loſt health, to ſtrength 
and vigour little ſhort oF immortality, See 
p y opoſal. 


April 29, 1786. | . 5 ä 


* The Filiation has at lengtb taken place. 
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p R OP ATE T I 


OF AN 


ACTUAL PAYMENT, &. 


PEFORE J enter upon the ſubject which 

expreſſed in the title page of this per- 
formance, it will be neceſſary to ſay a few 
words in explanation of that which has been 
advanced. by me on a former occaſion, reſpect- 
ing the Pay of equal, diſtribution. * 


A rumour has been circulated, that in order 
to carry the plan alluded to into full and fair 
effect, it will be neceſſary to pry into and 


See the preceeding Treatiſe, 


( 16 ) 


exif 

WE” make diſcovery of every man's circumſtances 
no | 
It is therefore contended, that if it is meant It 

| to be left to individuals to make the diſcovery, 


the ſcheme will be defeated, for there is no 

perſon that will voluntarily do ſo: and if it j 

meant to extort the ſecret of every man; 

| ſituation, by legal queſtion, it is a meaſure that 

will defeat itſelf, for the dread of it will de 

populate the iſland ; not a man who is worthy 

the name of Engliſhman will be left in its con 

_ fines, Neither is this all which is urged h 

the tongue of fame againſt the propoſition ; fa 

ſetting aſide this circumſtance, the ſcheme 5; 

. fraught, as fame reports, with other miſchi, 

having a Cire&t tendency to precipitate that 

ruin which it profeſſes to avert; for what trad 

ing nation like this could poſſibly ſurvive a day 
1 under the baneful influence of ſuch a law! 


In anſwer to which, I am proud to ſay, 
that I am fo much charmed with the ſpirit of 
thoſe who thus object, that. J verily think l 
could die with pleaſure in ſuch company, and 
would ſooner periſh than yield to the preſſure 
of realities like theſe. But in truth, there i 
no foundation whatever for this alarm, and 
of courſe there is no ſuch romantic occaßen 


I t6r ) 
exiſting for us to devote ourſelves. It forms 
no part of the plan, of which I am ſpeaking, 
to explore ſecrets. Private tranſactions will 
remain, for any thing that is there to be found, 
in the ſame ſtate of privacy as ever. All that is 


purpoſe 15 known already. The funded in- 
dome is known, and ſo is the improved rental 
of every diſtrict throughout the kingdom. * 


cealment; and, independent of theſe, there 


are none beſide which come Within notice of <- 


this regulation. It is provided by the author 
of it, in the original concoction of this deſign, 
that no. queſtion ſhall be aſked of any perſon 


relpectiug his circumſtances ; it is alſo provid- 


ed, that no inquiry ſhall be made which may 
lead the way to ſuch diſcovery. Should any 
one who heſitates, bid me turn to this pro- 
nſion, my anſwer is, that it is not indeed in 
ſuch ſort provided by any particular clauſe; 
but the plan itſelf is ſo conſtructed, that no 
diſcovery of the kind has any connection with 


the buſineſG,----For farther ſatisfaction on this 


[, wp 


9 By means of parochial rates, 


neceſſary to be inquired into for this good 


Theſe are facts which do not admit of con- 


its operation, or can be of uſe in any ſtage of 


„ 
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TOY let us trace the outline, that the a 
may be heard in its own defence. 


in ſuc 
falls! 
will t 
hort 
polcd 
8 PL 


eſto! 


It is propoſed to transfer the public debt to 
the great body of proprietors of the knony 
and viſible income of Great Britain, meaning 
thereby that particular income which ariſg 
from houſes, land, and public funds; ch: 
amount of Which being ſtated at 60,000,000 to IC 
and the debt at 240,000,000 1. it is obvioulli,; cr 
that the debt is equal to four years income. ron: 


This debt transferred, it is farther propose hat! 
to make it bear intereſt of 41. per cent. but 
that thoſe perſons who are the oſtenſible pro | 
prietors of ſuch income, ſhall likewiſe be H nnu 
oſtenſible paymaſters of ſuch intereſt ; but ith f 2c 
not propoſed that they ſhall take upon them nnn 
ſelves the whole excluſive burden of this pub nak 
debt. The great body of proprietors vil riet 
indeed be made reſponſible for the whole Morde 
intereſt of the debt, and each in full propor 
tion to his nominal ſhare of income ; but no 
perſon will have to pay out of his own pocket ¶ mou 
that full proportion of intereſt which belongs to 
his ſhare of income, except the nominal income hs di 
which he holds is alſo to him a clear income for 
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falls ſhort of a clear income, in like proportion 
will the amount of his pavment of intereſt fall 
hort of that full payment for which it 1s pro- 


uch a ſum, as that the intereſt of ir ſhall amount 


to 100 l. per annum; in this caſ-, the creditor - 


or creditors will have to pay one fifth, and the 


eſt which falls to the ſhare of ſuch proprietor ; 


ribute as his quota 641. and the creditors as 
cir quota 161. making together 801. per 
annum, which is the intereſt at 41. per cent. 
if 2000 I. or four years income of 5001. per 


prietor himſelf, and to no one elle; and in 
der to ſecure ſuch payment to the proprietor, 
ho is made accountable not only for his own, 
but his creditors? ſhare, it is propoſed that he 


hould be armed with a power to detain that TY 


full proportion of payment which by this plan 


13 au from others who hold ſecurities under 


ES 


"lbs x Weis? 
ed 3 


n ſuch proportion as any man's ſhare of income 


poſed he ſhould be made accountable, Let 
5 put a caſe ;----Suppoſe a man who is in poſ. 
ſeſſion of 5001. per annum to be indebted in 


wroprietor four fifths of that lot of public inte- 


at is to ſay, the proprietor will have to con- 


annum. But the creditors are required to 
make their particular payment to the pro- 
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him. (See Propo. p. 14. and 22.) Seeing 
then that no third perſon either has or can hay 
any concern with this part of the tranſaQion 
or need be made privy to it, the fact is ſurel 
proved, that for any thing which this vir 
to do with ſuch diſcovery, the ſecret of ever 
man's ſituation muſt till continue in his owt 
keeping. 

I have now ſhewn in what ſafe and ſecre 
manner it is propoſed to make monied mei 
who derive an income from private ſecuritis 
contribute their quota to the ſtate.incumbrance 
But there is yet another very numerous, reſpet 
table, and wealthy body of men, who do nd 
appear to have been called upon by this props 
ſal to give their aſſiſtance; and theſe are the 
men whoſe money 1s veſted in trade and col 
merce. \ But when we conſider that it is 
means 9 thus employed that we hat 
been able to exalt ourſelves as we have dont 
above our neighbours, and that we can onl 
hope to keep our place, and continue to flor 
riſh by ſuch exertions, it will certainly be ſeen 
and acknowledged to be the true policy of ti 
country, to give every poffible encourage 
to thoſe who have money to employ it in 1 


1 
way : for in ſuch degree as the tide of com- 


of the world, more or leſs ſecurity againſt the 
deſigns of our enemies, and more or leſs ability 


the tenure by which we hold all that we have 
of value, of whatever kind ; that fortune, life, 


and liberty depend thereon; is there a man 


who is ſo far loſt to a juſt ſenſe of the worth of 
theſe bleſſings as merely, from ſome favour 
hewn to trade, to reject a plan, whoſe aim 
and object it is, and whoſe full ability to make 


apeople of us collectively ſtrong, and individu- 


ally happy, ſurpaſſing any thing of the kind 
which we have ſeen or known, or heard re- 
corded in the moſt fortunate annals of any 
country! 


But it may be ſaid, that for any thing which 


advantages might accrue to the ſtate, though 
trade ſhould yield its fair proportion. If any 


to diſpute the point with him; I ſhall only beg 
TI * 
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merce ebbs and flows amongſt us, we derive 
from it more or leſs conſequence in the eyes 


to bear the brunt of future wars. When we 
conſider, I fay, that trade and commerce is 


nas yet appeared to the contrary, thels ſame 


one ſhould ſay this, I ſhall not take upon me 


leave to obſerve, that thoſe who reaſon” thus 


monies are not, as is ſuppoſed; exempt from 
payment, but do actually contribute, by fur-M exce 


concerned, which at ten per cent. preſuppoſes 
a trading capital of three hundred millions, al 
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have miſconceived the matter; for that theſe 


niſhing a revenue in fair proportion to the ge. 
neral income which trade produces. F me 
even admittirg that a return is made in this 
way ot thirty millions per annum to the partes WM it 01 


that would be required of the proprietors d | 
ſuch an income-/by the plan in queſtion, would Wl be 
be an annual payment of four per cent. upon, of « 
a ſum that is equal to four years income. No hay 
41. per cent. upon ſuch an accumulation ' would Bl tai 
be 4,800, 0001. per annum, which is leſs than Wi br: 
18 paid'| in Auties to the ſtate from the preſent U. 
circulation of money in trade, though it B pri 
more than is paid in net duties, the latter not Wil pe: 
much excceding, upon an average of ten. years, be 
ending the 5th of April 1783, 3,600,000!. Wil du 
per amum. I am told, indeed; that the in 
actual receipt does not fall ſhort of 6,000,0001. 
per annum, aid that the blame of this defal 
cation is in a great meaſure. owing to our im- ce 
providence in granting bounties. In order Wl tc 
therefore to remove all pretence of complain: Wl ti 
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well as by that means to put an end, to the 


except I am called upon, let bounties hence- 


amends by the abolition of taxes; and let the 


late. 


Under this improvement we ſhall not only 
be free from taxes, we ſhall not only be clear 


of debt as a nation, but as individuals we ſhall - 


have to look forward with ſome degree of cer- 
tainty to the final extinction of that incum- 
brance which former wars have entailed u pon 
w. For in this caſe, after deducting from the 


produce of the cuſtoms ſufficient to anſwer the 


peace eſtabliſhment, there will yet remain, to 
be applied, it ſhall ſo ſeem meet, to the gra- 


dual diminution of the debt transferred, a lum 


in reſerve of to millions per annum. 


: But to ſpeak my mind freely, I do not con- 


ceive that it would really be of any advantage 
to this country, but quite the contrary, to diſ- 
turb the preſent circulation of money, by pay- 


of partial dealing from ſuch indulgence, as 
ſcandal of certain abuſes which I ſhall not name, 
forth ceaſe, the trading intereſt will be made 


produce of the cuſtoms be brought forward as 
it ought to be, fully and fairly in the aid of the 


. r rn, 4 
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ing to the ſtate creditors the ſeveral principal ſums 
of which the debt is compoſed. It is enough 
for them, and is all they require, to have good 


ſecurity for what they have lent,--—to have the 


| intereſt of it. well and punctually paid, and that 
there ſhould be no more difficulty than there is 


at preſent in the ſale, or transfer, of what be- 
longs to them. Now all theſe ends will be 
fully anſwered by the plan before us. On 
the other hand conſidered, it would certainly 


be detrimental, it would weaken us to a fh 


great and alarming degree to have ſo much of 
that, which may well be called the vital fluid, 
drawn off trom the veins of this country through 


which it circulates in health and ſtrength to 
the political body. But except we can Furnik: 


freſh ſecurities to detain the money in circu- 
lation amongſt us, after payment is made, it 


4" Tt Is a to have the intereſt collected, and 4 
in the Bank of England half-yearly, where dividends, as uſual, 
will be paid, and where property of this kind may be botght, 


ſald, or transferred, as is now the practice; only. with this. 
difference, that it will not be ſubject to the preſent fluctations, 


but will then be of a fixt value, and always at par. As to ſecu- 
rity, none can ſurpaſs it, Landed ſecurity guaranteed Ly bo 
pernnmert, Any man therefore, as. obſerved before. by pur» 
chaſing ſtock to the full amount of his contribution, relieves his 


eitate in effect, his dividend in one caſe being equal to his dis 


burſement 1 in the other, 


to 0 
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muſt neceſſarily” happen that it will find its way 
to our great and irreparable loſs into other 
ſtates. From which it follows, that any attempt 
to liquidate the debt by actual payment of the 
principal ſum, even ſuppoſing that it could be 
elfected by means of any one of the plans which 
have been produced, or any other, would be 


clearly to act upon a wrong principle of policy, 


juſt as much as it would be 
bleed a patient. who ſtands in need of no ſuch 


evacuation till death enſues, under pretence of 
ſaving his A 


All that is wanting to the: Fall improvement 


of our ſituation is not, as has been thought, to 
get rid of the debt, but in ſuch ſort to diſpoſe 
of it as to do away the ill effec s Which it has at 
preſent upon trade and manufatures.----Now 
theſe effects are moſt completely done away by 


the plan which is here recommended, . inaſmuch 


as the debt transferred will operate no more to 
their diſadvantage than a mortgage or quit rent 5 
does, which has no ſuch operation at all belong- 


ing to it. 


What I mean to expreſs is this: bet it is 
ufficient ſor our purpoſe that the debt has no 
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Ley 
longer any kind of exiſtence as a national! incum- Na ri 
brance; it is not. neceſſiry that it ſhould" be 
purſued to abſolute” annihilation, for it is not 
hurtful in the abſtract, but only in the manage. 
ment; it is wealth in the abſtract, and wealth js 
ſtrength; it is therefore in itſelf beneficial to us 


It is my idea that the debt has been a means 

of introducing much wealth, of which the 
ſtream would not otherwiſe have flowed into 
theſe parts. It is alſo my idea that it is noy 
the means of detaining wealth, of which we 
cannot retain the uſe in any other way. 
When it'is viewed in this light, . any diminution 
of its bulk will be ſeen and felt as a diminution 
of ſtrength, and ſo by parity of reaſoning its 
total Sidon will not only be in jurious, but 
_ Prove t to this e 


Let us now examine this reaſoning by rid 
cule, which is ſaid to be the teſt of truth; let 
us plead, that as this is the caſe it is right and 
fit to continue to borrow, ſince the more we 
borrow the ſtronger we grow. The turn which 
is here given to the argument may do in 
pleaſantry, but not in ſeriouſneſs; for we may 
juſt as well fay, that becauſe the navigation of 


„ 
1 river has been improved by raiſing heads 
nd turning ſtreams into its currency which 
were not its own, that it is therefore right and 


kt to continue the practice till we ſwell a tide 
that ſhall drown the ey m. around us. 


Seeing then that 1 am well founded in Cepithy, 
that it is neceſſary to transfer the debt, but 
wt to pay it, the fair deduction is, that the 
overplus ſhould not at any rate be applied to 
the debt's extinction, but ſhould either be ſet 
aſide as a fund 10 pay ſome certain portion of 
the public intereſt, or ſhould rather be applied 
to the extenſion and defence of trade from 
whence it flows, by raiſing the naval force of 
theſe kingdoms to ſuch a pitch, as in all times 
to come to be an overmateh, not only for any 
fngle ſtate, but for the whole combination of 
earthly powers, ſhould they ever combine in 


; arms againſt us. 
2 


And when this can be done, not only with- 
out laying any additional burden, but in the 
final ſucceſs of this plan, by making the preſſure 
of that which is laid already ſit lighter upon us, 
z it not ſtrange that ſel{-intereſt ſhould not 
rouſe us to this exertion, if we cannot be 


{ 
- 
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wakened by better motives ? Had it been re- 
quired of us to do the reverſe of the preſent 
propoſition, I ſhould not have. wondered at 
any demur; but that any heſitation ſhould 
ariſe when it is put to our choice either to pay 
zen pounds in future, or fifty pounds in future, 
which now we pay for the ſame commodity, is 
to me a paradox which can only be ſolved by 
this con jeure—rhar the plan has not hither 


been under ſtood. But as no man can haye this 


to plead, for the time to come, I may wel 
preſume that the joyful day of our political fal 
vation is near at hand: for it has now been 


ſhewn, even to demonſtration, that nothing is 


wanting to enſure. ſucceſs to this deſign, bu 
that all men ſhould yield themſelves to the com 


trouling power of ſelf-intereſt.----There is one 
inſtance, indeed, in which I could wiſh them 


to deviate therefrom, as an exception to the 


general rule which is here laid down. It i 


this, that they would be pleaſed to permit 


the ſurplus revenue, whatever it may be, which 


ariſes from the cuſtoms, to be applied to the 


extenſion and defence of trade in the way I 
have named, and not ſet aſide as a fund to pay 
a certain portion of the public intereſt. It is 


certainly a much better diſtribution of 1t than 


. 
that which is now practiſed in partial, waſleful, 
ineffectual bounties. It is alſo a much better ap- 
propriation than that to which a ſurplus has of 
late been popoſed to be vainly applied To rhe 
final extinction of that incumbrance which' is only 
hurtful through our miſmanagement, Neither, in 
fat, is it any deviation from ſelf-intereſt ; for 
when we conſider that no man can be more 
intereſted if any thing which concerns his pro- 
perty than in that which ſecures it, I think it 
will be ſeen that the application recommended, 
b not only out of all compariſon better than 
building forts for that purpoſe, but indeed is 
the beſt, in all reſpects, that could. poſſibly 
have been contrived for our advantage. 


lt has long been ſaid, and we have Wound it 
verified in a thouſand inſtances, that we owe 
our ſafety to our wooden walls, We have 
hitherto truſted to them, and they have not 
failed us. Then let us not throw away wiſ- 
dom, let us not run counter to experience, or 
lightly leave an antient practice whoſe good 
effects have been uniformly the fame. Let us 
not act in future as if *reft of reaſon from the 
venomed bite of ſome mad engineer; let us 
not ſcowl and ſkulk *neath walls of ſtone, but 


_—_ {ſum a : compenſation for ſuch a loſs? Its. 
calculated that the public will be advantaged to 
the amount of two hundred thouſand pounds per - 
annum. And is this then the price which we {et 
upon freedom! Or do we take this in part of 
payment for value received in part, prepared 
at any time to relinquiſh what is left on ſimilar 
terms !---We may plead what we will in de- 


J 


W 
face to face, as we were wont, like men and 
Britons, brave the dan ger which muſt fall be 
3 


But that which ſhould . its effect aboye 


all other inducements, and indeed ſhould ope- 


rate irreſiſtibly in favour of this deſign, is, that 
things are at this paſs,----we cannot otherwiſe pre. 
ſerve the Conſtitution 3 as is obvious from this 
circumſtance, that it is now actually in con- 
templation of Parliament to extend the exciſe 
laws which muſt prove fatal to us. The pre 
tence is, that the revenue is much injured by 


the preſent mode of collecting duties; and that 
ſuch is the ſad ſituation of this country, al 
things are expedient which can raiſe the revenue, 
But let me aſk a queſtion: Is the ſum to be 


gained of that magnitude to make us amends 
for the loſs of liberty which muſt enſue ? Or is 


* 


TE 
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fence of the meaſure ; but it cannot be other- 
wiſe . conſtrued, than that, yielding in this, 3 
we yield in all; for if it is reaſon ſufficient to 
ſay, that it will raiſe the revenue to extend the 
exciſe, it muſt operate generally. As to the 
modification. propoſed, that notice muſt be given 
before violence is uſed, * it 1s really ſo thin a 
covering, that of any other men I would not 
have ſcrupled to ſay, it 1s the vile trick of cow- 
ards who dare now avow their purpoſe, —a 
mere fetch to. prevail upon us to put on our 
chains, full well aware, that when they are 
faltened, we bluſter and bounce in vain. But 
be this as it may, which ever way it ſhall hap- 
pen, whether it is that we loſe our liberties 
through ignorance, inattention, or through de- 
ſign of our leaders, it is all one to us in reſpect 
of our loſs. And ſhould ſuch be our fate, how 
happy had it been for that man when he comes 
to reflect, how happy had it been, I ſay, for 
that man by whom ſlavery is introduced, had 
he never been born! And if no other means 
were left of preſerving our liberties, how happy 
would it be for this country, that he, whoever 
he may be, who has conceived the project of 


* A Proviſion of the Act. 
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extending the exciſe laws, ſhould have all it 
will raiſe, and ten times more tied faſt to his 


neck, and ſunk | in the R 


FRANCIS > BLAKE 


Lownpon, 
June 5, 1786. 


FF | enki _ — ; 
POSTSCRIPT. 


oil Hove ſaid oil it is 4 ſufficient 70 er 
tend the exciſe, that it will raiſe the revenue, i 


muſt operate generally; and we have now heard 


a confirmation of that ſentiment from another 
quarter. We have ſinee been told from autho- 


rity,--—that if the due collection of the revenu 


could only be enforced by admitting of a ſummary 
Fudicature, * which is nothing ſhort of taking 
from us our liberties, it would be neceſſary to 
do ſo. And in order ſtill more to mortify u 
by this avowal, it has been followed up, and 


5 juſtified, by declaring it to have been the op- 


nion of our anceſtors, as implied by their ow 
voluntary act of introducing the exciſe. How 


See the debate on the Wine Exciſe Bill as reported i in the 


Morning Chronicle, Yeſterday, Sf 


hy 


4 * 

wary then does it behove us to be in this par- 
teular, how cautiouſly to watch our ways, that 
ſuture miniſters may not blaſt our memory with 
the like conſtruction. But that which is moſt 
alarming upon this occaſian, is, that the ſame 
doctrine has been aſſented to on the part of the 
people ; with aching ears we have heard it de- 
dared by that perſon who profeſſes himſelf to 
be their fr iend, * that there only the Conſtitu- 
tion ſhould be conſidered, where it can he 
conſidered with perfect ſafety to revenue con- 
cerns. The words which were ſpoken, if 
fathfully reported, are theſe :---=* A right to 
trial by Jury was what the Conſtitution au- 
« thoriſed; and wherever it could be given 
„ with perfect ſafety to the revenue, there it 
„ ought always to be allowed f.“ Now what 
I this, but in other words to fay, that where 
it cannot be given with perfect ſafety to the 
revenite, there it ſhould not be allowed. 


We wid beard theſe hard 1 and does 
it not follow fag thence that the leaders of | 
* Mr. Fox. 


T See the debate on the Wine Exciſe Bill as reported. in the 


0 
Morning Chroniele, Leſlerday. — 
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all parties look up alike to liberty but 28 f 
Secundary conſideration! That their firſt obje * 
is to raiſe the monies, querenda pecunia primun; 
Of courſe, that the debt in its preſent ſhape 
muſt infallibly make us ſlaves; and that in 
order to effect this conſummation as matter 
now ſtand, all that is wanting, is to come for: 
ward with and vote this dreadful propoſition 
That it is abſolutely neceſſary for the ſupport 


public credit 20 aboliſh juries, and comer? the th 
venue by a general Exciſe, 


June 9, 1786. 
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. SECOND EDITION, 
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CONSID E RE D. 


Ul 


N obſervation was made in a pamphlet, 
entitled, An Explanation of a Propoſal 


for the Liquidation of the National Debt,“ 


* That Land and other Taxes amount, in 
* what we ſpend, to fifteen ſhillings in the 


pound.“ But it fell to the lot of that eſti- 


M 3 


* see the ſaid Pamphlet, in the firſt part of this Collection. 


= 
9 
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mate to be looked upon as an, exaggeration of A 
our ſufferings, on which account a more ſatis MW; ſu 
factory explanation was given in a poſtſcript Mere 
annexed to the ſecond edition of the ſaid pam- . to 
phlet. Since which time, a freſh objection M« ſh 
has been ſtarted to the eſtimate of fifteen ſhi- M« fit 
lings in the pound on the following ſug : prov 
geſtion, that it includes the ſum total of ow mucl 
preſent payments to Government; and as it ß Mb]. 
not meant to eaſe the ſubject of the cuſtoms, me 
whatever porportion that impoſt bears to the Wl we 1 
whole reyenue, in like proportion ſhall we fi prec 
continue to be loaded over and above the pro men 
poſed payment of 3s. 2d. f. Now it is ge. urd, 
nerally underſtood, that the whole revenu tion 
compared with that part of it which is pro now 
duced by cuſtoms, is as three to one; fron in 
whence it follows, that we ſhall have to phy chat 
to Government five ſhillings more in the pound pen; 
than the Author of the ſaid Propoſal was awar i ſum 
of viz. 5s. for cuſtoms, beſides 38. 2d. « in lien Wl ſyſt 
of taxes, making together Bs. 20 to. = 
* The plan alluded to n for the continuanc ce of th S. 

cuſtoms. See Propoſal for the * of the National Debi | 
Part the firſt. SIT i 
"+ See Explanation of Propoſal, Part the firſt, the 

bo” F 

r ; poun 
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To give this 1 objection 1 its ſull force, let 
us ſuppoſe for a moment the caſe to be as it is 
there ſuggeſted. That Taxes and Cuſtoms 
together do not amount to more than fifteen 
« ſhillings in the pound, and that five of Me 
« fifteen reſult from cuſtoms.” What does it 
prove? It only ſhews that we ſhall not be ſo 
much benefited as I have ſaid; it does not fol- 
bow, that we ſhall not be advantaged at all by 
the bargain ; for before that can be the caſe, 
we muſt ſuppoſe the two ſyſtems to be placed 
preciſely upon the ſame level in reſpect of pay- 
ment, a ſuppoſition ſo glaringly falſe and ab- 
ſurd, as not to ſtand in need of ſerious refuta- 
tion. For let what will be the rate which is 
now paid for taxes, whether it is ten ſhillings 
in the pound, or fifteen, one point is clear, 
that as much as three and two-pence half- 
penay falls ſhort of one or other of thole 
ſums, ſo much ſhall we be gainers by the new 
ſyſtem. 


— 


5 


: Now 38. 2d. = in the pound, is nine · pence 
half penny leſs than is paid at preſent, in ſome 
counties, for land-tax alone, and is ſhort of 
the loweſt computed rate of other taxes ſix 


* Computing the preſſure of taxes at ten ſhillings in the 
Pd, | 
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ſhillings more, making together. ſix and nine. 
pence, half-penny; a ſum which, py 
with the propoſed payment of 38. 2d. + creates 
a. difference, between our loſs of it on one 
hand, and our gain on the other, of more than 
four hundred per cent.“ We ſee, therefore, 
that even in this light conſidered,- which is the 
leaſt favourable, the plan holds out a ſtrong 
te PEABOn. 


But in order to „wing home to our feeling 
the preſent queſtion, let us ſuppoſe. the Miniſter 


of this country addreſſing himſelf in ſome ſuch 


words as theſe to men of property :- -“ It ; 
„ my deſire to adminiſter relief to you in 
« reſpect of the public burdens. But before 
any ſteps are taken in this buſineſs, be pleaſed 
«© to inform me how far it will be agreeable to 
you to co-operate with me in this good de- 


„ ſign. Your, Gentlemen, whoſe contribution 
cc 


* 


"As 


who pay three, two, or one ſhilling, who 


«© bear beſides the burden of all other taxes in 
** common with thoſe who are not affected by 
'® To ſave 6s, 9d. D 

difference named. 


is four ſhillings in the pound for land, you 


out of a ten ſhillings payment, creates the 
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« that impoſt, Whether do you chuſe to 
continue the payment in ſuch ſort of fix, 
« ſeyen, eight, nine, or ten ſhillings in the 
pound, the loweſt reſpectie ſums which 
« are now paid by you in taxes, or in lieu of 
« ſuch payment, an annual pound rate of 
6 three and ben, half. . 1 


* 


Can it bi poſlible 4 any man, or In of 
men, would heſitate to embrace ſo advantage- 
ous an offer? And yet this is the identical pro- 
poſition which has lain before us years together 
unbefriended. But it is with us, perhaps, as 
it was with the ruſtic who ſtood by the ſtream 
that- the waters might paſs,----* we wait the 
coming of an upright Miniſter to make us 
the offer.” But will that excuſe acquit us 
to ourſelves, our children, and our country? 
Failing that man of virtue, wherefore then do 
we not diſcharge our duty by uniting together 
conſtitutionally to enforce performance? | We 
have the power as yet, want we the will to 
do this act of juſtice, and, indeed, of mercy ? 
The time may come when the tables ſhall be 
turned upon us. A little ſpace may teach us 
what it is to haye the will without the power ; 


2 The lags + See Propoſal, Part the firſt. 
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\ 


a little ſpace, I fay, if we let dip ne Proelou mou 
remnant that 1 is A of . adva 


51 have ſewn. in my 1 to the Corea 
objection, that even admitting it in fall force 
it does not materially affect the preſent props: 
ſition. But to peil what I think of the mat 
ter, the facts to not appear to me to be fairly 
ſtated in that objeRtion ; for cuſtoms, inde- 
| pendent of taxes, would not of themſelves an- 
noy us in any ſuch way as is there deſcribed: 
The ſums they raiſe would then be * ſimply 
added, like other articles of expence, to the 
prime coft of the goods, and in that caſe would 
be leſs felt than a pound rate would be of two 
ſhillings: Wie may, therefore, conclude, thit 
the um total of our contributions to Govern- 
ment would not, probably, be more than five 
ſhillings in the pound, under the propoſed ar 
rangement, dee it is ſet down in the ob- 
Ow at „ . 1 e 


But as it is not poſſible to put this queſiio 


beyond the power of cavil in any other way, MW + 
than by ſeating ourſelves at once upon the n 
throne of certainty reſpecting payment, 4 f 

| 4 5 Pay 


* See beſore, page 182. of this Treatiſe. 
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thought occurs, whether it would not be more 
advantageous, as well as ſatisfactory, to ſim- 
pity the plan throughout: It goes already to 
the utter abolition. of taxes, let it go to Cuſtoms 
in like manner; let us make of this Ifland a 
Freeport, and let the whole revenue be collect- 
ed by. a pound rate, whieh will then raiſe as 


o fifteen millions, ſuppoſing that part of the 
ncome of individuals whicli is here ſpoken of, 
to be no more than ſixty millions per annum *. 
And, therefore, ſetting aſide for the public ex- 
penditure, the round ſum of 14,500,0001, f, 


there will remain a clear annual overplus of half 


» million. How this ſhould be employed has 
been ſaid already I; but of that ſaying ſo ſweet 
5 the ſound, and ſo much in tune with Britiſh 
ears, I cannot help repeating,---** That of all 
«* poſſible applications of a ſurplus revenue, 


* The rental of lands, h houſes, and public funds, valued at 
ſixty millions per annum. See Propoſal for Ljquidation of the 
National Debt, Part the firſt. 


in the * from the Select Committee. | 


t In the pamphlet, entitled, The 8 of an Actual 
Payment ofthe Public Debt Conſidered. See Part the firſt, 
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much at hive, as ig now produced at fifteen 
billings. That is to ſay, it will raiſe a revenue 
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freely ſpent to gain us in return the loſt dom. 
nion of the ſeas. As to all other loſs, I lock 


our naval ſuperiority, for that involves our cer- 


once was ours, is now no longer ſo. But if 
we are not loſt to all the feelings of Engliſhmedl, 
if any wiſh remains to be what we have been, 
a great nation, or even an independent one, it 
maſt be recovered. "FRI" is no ne, of 
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« the beſt and wiſeſt is the naval ſervice,” 
To throw back the remnant into our pockets, 
what would it do for us? It would add to the 
annual weight of our purſe----What? Tyo- 
pence in the pound! * O! well indeed might 
Britain ſay, degenerate ſons, if ſuch a circum- 
ſtance could weigh upon our minds, if ſuch a 
ſum were better ſaved in our conceit, than 


upon it as nothing, compared with the lok of 


tain and ſpeedy downfal. Our rivals boaſt, | 
and we ourſelves confeſs the circling ſea, which 


* e in the pound upon lxty millions is half a million 
exactly. 


+ The fact is notorious, that certain Powers have ceaſed to 
perform the ceremony of ſaluting the Engliſh flag; it is equally 
Well known, that no ſteps have been taken on our part, as was 
uſual in ſuch caſes, to enforce the performance. The.Dutch, 
indeed, do {till ſalute, and ſo in like manner, do ſome other 
nations, but France in particular, our ſeeming would.be friend, 
has betrayed a moſt inſolent determination to ſtand by an con- 

ſequences to which the refuſal may ſubject them, 


9 
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waving a claim, which is not only neceſſary to 
cur well being, but indiſpenſible to our ex- 
iſtence. Such is our right of ſovereignty in the 
narrow ſeas; and ſuch the honours of the flag 
as incident thereto, and emblematic of our 
right. To give up theſe, is giving that which 
3s not ours to give, but only to retain. Had it 
been a right which was optional in us to keep 
or relinquiſh at pleaſure, the caſe: had been al- 
tered, but it is not ſo; it is like unto life, a 
right of obligation, which we are bound to de- 
fend to the laſt gaſp. And though it cannot 
be called in ſtrictneſs a natural right, but an 
acquired one, yet by long uſage it has grown 
as it were into a right of that deſcription, and 
ſo it has been acknowledged for ages paſt by all 
the world. But it is not neceſſary for my pur- 
poſe to enter further into this argument; the 
ſingle fact which concerns us is manifeſt, viz. 
** That by means of our naval power, we have 
* riſen to be the people which we are; and 
if by no leſs exertions it could be recovered, 
its vaſt importance ſtrikes my mind ſo forcibly, 
Pd garter round this Iſland with a fleet; I'd 
{tation ſhips from pole to pole :----To pay for 
this, I'd live upon the thing I hate the moſt, an 
onion by the day for years to come, and flake 


2 ( 190 ) Be 
the name chirſt which it would raiſe with 
Heaven's dew, but I would compaſs my deſign, 
All this I would agree to do moſt willingly, 
and ſo no doubt would thouſands more, but 
happier far are we by whom theſe things may 
be atchieved . ne N ag to ſuch 
extremities, Fong 80 


1 0 
** 7 


— men hy gde firek upon commer- 
cial treaties, but we need them not. Aboliſh 
cuſtoms, and the commerce of the world is 
ours without their aid. At leaſt we ſhould not 
deal in ſuch a way with thoſe whom wiſdom 
has proſcribed. + The maxim holds with many 
as: with few, a nation like a man-. May 
© ſmile and ſmile, and be a villain.” So ſmile 
our courtly neighbours acroſs the Channel, and 
ſo let them ſmile, but let us not be duped 
thereby. They were our enemies, our antient 
deadly foes ; they are fo ſtill, and will be ſo for 
evermore. To view them thus, we view then 
as we ought; and knowing them for foes, we 
likewiſe know to what we have to truſt, and 
therefore wiſely ſtand pour our guard. But 
taking them for friends, 'tis poiſon that we 
take which puts us paſt the power of caution. 
Our moſt inviterate foes made ſeeming friends, 


the conſequence will be, chip unſuſpecting na- 
don will turn traitor to itſelf; that is, we ſhall 
not warch at all, or we ſhall ſlumber when we 
ſhould be watching. ---O! then, my gallant 
Countrymen, beware in time! Remember 
Troy! Invincible by arms, it fell by wiles; ſo 
you ſhall fall by this ſame hollow treaty. To 
et them merchandize and ſettle here,“ you 


give admittance to the Trojan horſe. Remem- 


ber too, the Serpent in the tale, which they 
vill copy, if you give them leave, and oP 
the moral by your fad e 


If any doubt remains, we have only to turn 
dur eyes to the great works which are carrying 
on at Cherbourg, to be fully convinced of their 
duplicity, and how indiſpenſably neceſſary it is 
for us to pay immediate and unremitting attention 
to naval concerns. From thoſe works we may 
form a judgment of the deep deſigns of the 
french Court, and of their fixt determination 
to ſpare no pains, nor any expence, by means 
ot which they may provide more effectually, in 
future, for their own ſecurity, or our annoy- 
ance. We all know how much they . in a 


It is fo provided in the Commercial Treaty with France, 
dee Art. 5, 
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rupture with us, from the circumſtance of ha 
ing no conſiderable ſtation for ſhips i in the Chan- 
met: To remedy this evil, they are conſtrug. 
ing a harbour at Cherbourg, extending three 
miles into the ſea. Their method is, to ereff 
at given diſtances, ſtupendous rocks, or pier 
of ſtone, and afterwards to fill up the interme 
diate fpaces ; leaving, however, at certain com 


modious intervals, lateral openings, for the 
more ready ingreſs and egreſs of veſſels. Ty 


give ſome faint idea of the vaſtneſs of this ur 


dertaking in point of expence, and the yalut 
of courſe which they ſet. upon it, I have flill i 


add, that the eſtimate of preparatory woul 


work only for this deſign, is two millions four 
hundred thouſand pounds of our money. -E 


gineers of the firſt note in this country are, it 
deed, of opinion, that the ſcheme will not au- 


ſwer: They ſay the projected harbour, admit 


ting the practicability of perfecting it, which 


yet is problematical, muſt neceſſarily choak up 


for want of a ſtrong cleanſing current from be: 
hind, to prevent or remove obſtructions. But 


be this as it may, the feature indicates what 
_ paſſes in their mind, and ſerves to ſhew to 
what a wretched ſtate of inſignificance we 
ſhall ſoon be reduced, were we to place de 
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upon by ſo groſs a ſpecimen of duplicity. I 


imagine, that we could be duped, and take 
em for friends, when at that very inſtant in 


keping inſult upon inſult daily, and making 


ful preparations for impending war. 


But it may be faid, that by ſuch exertions 
0n dur part as are here recommended, we ſhall 


they not ſet the example! Have they not led 
le way by their preparations, and ſhall we not 


roach, and they be left to perfect their deſign 
four undoing? Is it not our duty to provide 
as 


pendence on their profeſſions. But that which ; 
i moſt affronting to this nation is, that they 
hould have judged us capable of being impoſed | 


juſt, however, it will prove in the end to be 
o derogation from our character, but rather 
from theirs, who have been weak enough to 
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which they were feeding us with frothy hopes 
f perpetual amity and intercourſe, they were 


dende, by works which have no level but 
gainſt us, conſidered as enemies, the moſt 


iy ourſelves open to the like imputation of 
ſtile intentions. And what if we ſhould ex- 
poſe our purpoſe to ſuch conſtruction, have 


follow! Shall we deſiſt to *ſcape unmerited re- 


„ 


for ourſelves, as well as it is theirs, or is it in 


them only a mark of wiſdom, to be well x pre- 
pared to meet emergencies ? ? Let who will ſub⸗ 


ſcribe to this ene it is not for me to do fo, 


who am verily perſuaded there is no ſafety for 


us, but in their belief, that we have the power, 


and will exert it, 0 vindicate our rights from 


Tour encroachments. 


But even 7 tele conſiderations were out of 


the queſtion, {till it is our duty to improve our 


ſituation; and in what way can this be done 
more effecually, than by thoſe means which: 


are here ſuggeſted? Our own immediate inte 


. 


reſt as individuals is eſſentially provided for, « 
alſo the honour and welfare of the nation a 


large, and ſurely theſe of themſelves are temp 


tations ſufficiently ſtrong to extort compliance, 
What ſhall we ſay then, if to theſe advantages 
is ſuperadded the preſervation of our hard 


fought liberties, and as therewith inſeparabl 


connected, the future glory, fame, and inde 
pendency of theſe imperial realms ! 


| Caſting my eye over what has been written, 


ff it occurs to me, that I may not poſlibly have 


. 
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made myſelf well underſtood in one particular, 
I ſhall therefore beg leave to obſerve, that 
it is not in my intention from what has been 
faid to countenance war, but quite the op- 
polite to cheriſh peace, which next to li- 
berty, I hold our chiefeſt good. It neither is, 
nor was, nor ever will be my advice, merely to 


make ourſelves formidable, that with «better 
hope of ſucceſs we may renew hoſtilities; but 
that chiefly by ſuch providings, we may be 
able to ſecure for ourſelves an honourable con- 
tinuance of national tranquility, That is to 


ſay, it is not my advice, that we ſhould graſp 
at power in orderyto ſcandalize ourſelves, by 
making it in any way the inſtrument of wrong, 


but that by means of it, we ſhould add weight 
and dignity to the moderation of our councils : | 
not ſtirring envy, but extorting praiſe, by 

proving to the world, n are no more 


* diſpoſed to offer an injury than to endure 
« one.” Admitting then that this is the true 


| deſideratum of power, and that we cannot attain 


to it otherwiſe, than by thoſe means which have 
here. been deſcribed, does it not ſeem to be a 


duty impoſed. upon us to raiſe and maintain, 


N 2 


— 


- # : F % F 5 3 wy ** $s- 9 4 K » 
- -- 9 WP ca c 1 * Wy.” : 7 8 85 . & — - 
— .. * — . a 5 F * = * 8 # _ * 
2 „ Bane. E 1 * 
— „ 3 - 
2 1 1 * * — 
CES bor ab op 
” * a 3 * 
. 8 „ F 
* 


wy * A 
CS ö 42 


Fg — — ddl — —¼iũ a 


7 = * 
, OP” agg ah. * $ - N 
22 * 2 N pence. op _ — IEEE... - . — — » — 1 * 
. — WW r _— _— * Q * he EEE OO ITT OI. 2 8 "FOR — oY 3 
2 „„ 6 = n 4 — N : 2 * 7 * . 8 e _—_— R 23 _ LS ak 
. . on te es 9 — , : , 6 „ 6 R dhe 4 bu . = . R 
2 — , I : \ * F ; 7 5 4 Ns . Y < NS 2 20 WR N * g * © " = 
was ; * P 
„ T * 3 
Y Fa - : 
, 
- * 


— * 
: * — 
"rat " 
- | — _ a—_— 
3 2 4 
= © es — — 


— 


mulation of taxes. 

that let what will be our de 
; 0 a g | | .. 

the preſent ſyſtem of finance, whether it i 


( 196 ) 
on our part, ſuch a decided ſuperiority. of naval 
ſtrength, as none ſhall dare diſpute the ocean 
with us? And when it is known and acknoy- 
ledged on all hands, as is now the caſe, that 


our preſent armament, ſo far from being equal 
to ſuch expectations, is even inſufficĩent fo 


common defence, is it not well adviſed, under 
ſuch gircumſtances, to encreaſe the eſtabliſh- 
ment? But the miſchief is, however well dif- 
poſed, we have not wherewithal to furniſh this 
encreaſe, ſeeing that we muſt neceſſarily fink 
under the weight of any further material accu 
Do we not ſee, therefore, 
termination, under 


voted by us to provide as we ought, or whether 


not, this melancholy truth ſtill ſtares us in the 

face; That our weakneſs on one hand, and 
« any attempt to remove it on the other, con- 
ce ſpire alike to our undoing?” Then What 
would wiſdom ſay in ſuch a caſe, or how would 
common ſenſe decide? Would they not both 

agree in one opinion - that we ſhould change 
forthwith a ſyſtem which further purſued n 
terminate fatally; and that we ſhould inſtantly 
adopt the plan recommended, as by means of 
it we ſhall not only get rid of two thirds of the 
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eight af our preſent burden, but will have it 
in our power to encreaſe immediately the navy 


eſtabliſhment, by application of an overplus of 
half a million. As to the navy expences at this 


time, we all know the amount to be 1, Soo, oool. 


per annum, to which, if half a million were 


added, our ſtanding force might be made 


nearly one third part greater than it is at pre- 
ſent + If this will not ſuffice, we have that before 
us which muſt prove effectual. We have to 
look forward to the falling in of annuities, by 
means of which the overplus will be gradually 
encreaſed, till at length the ſum of it will even 
ſurpaſs that which is now ſet aſide, for the ſer- 
ſice auf * We Tx Of cour _ by Oy: 1 

1 5 

* gee the Repag from the Sled © Committee. * 28. as 

printed for J. Debret. 1 | 


I This fact will beſt appear from the 


following ſtatement, viz. Amount of 5 | 
remaining annuities _ pang — . 1,338,864 1 11 
See Report from Select Committee, p. 73. 1 
Immediate ſurplus revenue as here pro: 
poſed — — — — 1 O, Foo, ooo Oo © 


Sum total of ſurplus revenue when the 


preſent remaining annuities ſhall have EE | 
fallen iin — —— — — I. 1,838,864 1 Ir 
Add to this laſt ſum the preſent navy ex- WEE, 2 lt 
penditure — _ — — I. 1,800,0000 © 
Amount of the ſum which may be ape 5 
plied ultimately to the navy ſervice if : | 
neceſſary — — — I. 3,638,864 1 11 
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the full extent of our growing occaſions, we 
ſhall find, that inſtead of declining daily, we 
ſhall go on in a progreſſive ſtate of improve- 
ment, till finally the ſtrength and number of 
our ſhips ſhall furniſh hope, or rather certainty, 
that we ſhall ſee revived the- glorious days of 
 Edgar's reign. For that moſt active, vigilent, 
diſcerning prince kept up the Royal Navy in 
| ſuch conſtant force and ſo well appointed, a 
not only to prove ſufficient for. ſelf-defence 
againſt foreign enemies, but to ſuch exceſs did 
he make this country flouriſh in peace and prof: 
periry, and ſo high did heiraife the reputation 
of his power from the ſafeguard of his fleet, 
that all the neighbouring nations courted and 
received protection from him. Now, the kind 
of management reſpecting the navy, which was 
long ſince introduced with ſo much advantage 
by Edgar, and the kind of management ref: 


pecting the revenue, which. 1 1s here recommend- 


But in all likelihood, when the GPL State Annuities tall 
have fallen in, together with thoſe additional ones propoſed to 
be granted to placemen diſeharged from duty, * there will reſt 
behind after the navy is ſaturated, and all expences of manage- 
ment paid, a very conſiderable overplus to be well applied to- 
wares our relief. 


= 


* See Propoſal, 


unvaried application of this growing fund to 


nenne r e n 
. 1 23 * 


E 


ed to be put in practice, is that management 
in either caſe, in which I mean to ſay conſiſts 
4 true Policy of Great- Britain. How happy 


in our power to reſtore this Iſland to its priſtine 
rank among nations, not only wichout being 
put to further charge, but by a ſignal reduction 
of thoſe expences which bear at preſent ſo 


heavy upon us. 


— 


The only objection of weight which ſeems to 
le againſt the propoſed demolition of taxes and 
cuſtoms is, that merchants and men in trade 


burdens. But, is it a fact that they now con- 


their power to indemnify themſelves againſt 
public payments, as well as they have againſt 
other expences belonging to trade? Shall we 


ſettled practice, that they do not recur to their 
well-known remedy, that they do not advance 
the price to relieve themſelves, but that exqui- 
ſitely juſt they ſet themſelves down content with 
ſo conſiderable a diminution of profit as taxes 
mult occaſion? He that can credit this, muſt be 
little read in human nature. Neither indeed 


then may we think ourſelves, that we have it 


will receive thereby an exemption from ſtate 


tribute? Do we not know that they have it in 


ſay then that they deviate in this inſtance from 
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can any one who judges fairly condemn. the 

practice; for which of us all in the ſame Grown 
would be more ſcrupulous? | hich. of us all 
would not avoid the taxes who could do ſo con- 
ſcientiouſly, that is to ſay, without injury done 
to the revenue ? Beſides, as matters ſtand, if 
any blame belongs to them, the like muſt tall 
on us, for in no one inſtance do our proceed- 

ings at preſent differ from theirs. Do we not 


take the beſt rent we can get for our lands and 


houles, the beſt rate of intereſt for our monies? 
When was it known that we. took an inferior, 
price in either caſe, when a higher one was 
offered or might be had? And what have they 
done more? Seeing then that we can neither 
find fault with, prevent, nor diſſuade men from 
making the moſt they can for themſelves and 


famikes in their reſpective ſituations, it cannot 
trade, 


be ſuppoſed that merchants and men in t 
whoſe aim and end.i is to enlarge their gain, will 
ſubmit voluntarily, which yet muſt be the caſe 


if they ſubmit at all, to any r duction of profit 
by reaſon of taxes; but tha E 
themſelves as far as in them lies, will extra- load 


ey, in relief of 


the articles in which they deal with every tax 
which is paid by them reſpectively, through 


whoſe: hands commodities paſs in their way to 
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8. So that we“, who have no opportunity 


like them of ſhifting the weight, do now actu—- 
ly bear, and have all along borne, to our 
great and irreparable loſs, as things have been 
managed, the whole accumulated load of ſtate 
wrchens! And if this is the mournful fact, if 
fis is the fair and faithful repreſentation of our 


fall to our lot, without hope of relief under any 
management, without proſpect of participation 
of any other members of this community, 70 


her it is not more advantageous for us to do 0 
n the way propoſed, than by thoſe means which 
re now in uſe ; chat is to ſay, whether it is not 
more advantageous to pay five ſhillings in the 
pound, than fifteen for the ſame purpoſe. And 


by that arrangement which is leaſt expenſive, of 
al thoſe fears which now perplex us,-—-of all 
lat influence which has grown out of the debt, 


which undermines virtue, of all that weakneſs 
which operates as ſtrength to our enemies,—-of 
al that ejection which is the ſure attendant of 


* The proprietors x hade, houſes, and public funds. 


ale, if it is true I ſay that it muſt neceſſarily 


pay the whole ; let common ſenſe decide, whe⸗ 


more eſpecially when we ſhall get rid at once, 


and ſaps the conſtitution, of all that corruption 
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deſperate fortunes, and of all that Iangour, log 
of ſpirit, and deſpondency, which makes ſo 
many of us look up with longing eyes for ſhelter 
and wean in deſpotick . : 


Kno much pains has been taken to 
diſſeminate an idea, that the wheels of govern- 
ment, long uſed to ſuch oiling, could not other- 
wiſe be kept in motion, than by means of cor- 
ruption; and that therefore the introduction at 
any ſyſtem ſubverſive of ſuch practices, ſo far 
from faving, would throw the ſtate into far 
convulſions. 


by anſwer to which I will not preſume to 6 
| how wicked or how weak, but this I will fay 
how well inclined to compliance muſt thoſe men 
be, who are taken captive by ſuch arguments! 
With equal propriety might we plead for the 
continuance of every other bad habit, for al 
alike put on the ſame appearance of indiſpet- 
ſible obligation. Thoſe perſons, for inſtance, 
who have moſt unhappily contracted a reliſh 
for ſpirituous liquors, are verily perſuaded from 


the miſery of their feelings, that they cannot 
exiſt from day to day without them; wheres 


in fact, there is no hope of life left, but in tie 


fins 
get 
de 


co! 
ha? 
c01 
(a 


ſo 
er 


(- $09 } 


ingle circumſtance of abſtaining therefrom alto- 
ether in future. Neither, indeed, can there 
e found any other expectation of relief for this 
country, but in ſuch determination. After 
taving run the lengths which we have done with 
corruption, after all our ſufferings from ſuch 
cauſes, to be gravely told there is no ſafety but 
n perſeverance, is as much as to ſay, that for 
our turn the whole courſe of nature has been 
changed, that ?. thoſe things which have been 
our bane, are now become our antidote ! Of 
ll abſurdities which have ſprung up in theſe 
limes, ſure there never was one that was half 
b bare · faced a mockery of ſenſe as this is! What 


the caſe of a man who, miſtaking his way, had 
What would our notion be of theſe adviſers by 


whom he was urged 70 proceed, as the only 
means of eſcape from drowning ! What foul 


[upicion would not fall upon their heads! Nor 


es muſt fall on theirs, who to us, in a ſimilar 
tuation, recommend pertinacity. 

But is it a clear caſe, that no other ears have 
been poiſoned, but thoſe of the miſtreated ſub- 
ect of this country? Have none but ours been 


vould be thought of ſach fort of reaſoning in 


rode up to his hin in the German ocean? 


Has nd ſuſpicion of his people come aecroſz hi 
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* with? Has no pretended friends, Fags 
like, abuſed with ſuch diſcourſe the royal nerye} 


thoughts ; no throbbings of diftruſt, no jealous 
pangs been felt from ſuch infuſions? Then xe 
there thoſe whom ſlander has traduced. But 
have not ſome ſuch ſymptoms been diſcerned? 
Have none been ſeen by thoſe who hore 
round the throne, and treaſured up as warrants 
for their zeal and practices? Aſſuredly there 
muſt ; there is no other plea, no other exph- 
nation which can be found for the preference 
given to that diſgraceful policy by which rep 
power is upheld amongſt us. But let me ak 
theſe favoured worthies, are they. not aware, 
that he who ſtands by gold may fall by the 
fame; or, knowing it, do they mean to decoy 
to the brink the unſuſpecting Monarch, for the 
purpoſe of precipitation? This is indeed his own 
look- out; but is it not ours alſo, his faithful 
ſubjects, who ſee the danger to appriſe him cf 
it! *Tis ours no dcubt to let him know, if yet 
he has to learn, that there is no empire wortl 
holding, nor any which can be held ſecurely 
this country, but where royalty ſits enthroned 
in the hearts of his people. 'Tis ours to warn 
before it is too late, ere yet by fad reverſe of 
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qrtune he is taught how precarious is that King's 
tuation, who has nothing better to truſt to 
the vices of his ſubjects ! When it isſhewn 
0 him in what way he may reign for ever in 
ffety without corruption, may rule in righte- 
uſneſs, and that council is rejected, when all 
pod men ſhall give him up, which then muſt 
de the caſe, there needs no hand to write 
jon, a wall, no Dani cl 10 * the will * 
aven ?- 

But, after all, in I do theſe RE 
wrong,--—I undervalue their deſigns, they play 
a deeper game. ?Tis not the King alone whoſe 
run will ſuffice, Their great revenge has 
ſtomach for us all.” They ſteer among the 
rocks to watch their time for general wreck 
their plans of ſafety pre-concerted, and their 
themes of plunder. | Now this, my country+ 
nen, is our look-out ; and is it not the King's 
nlike degree? Himſelf and all his fortunes are 
they not embarked with us and ours? The 
general good and ſafety of the whole is, there- 
ore, his no leſs than our concern. No ſeve- 
nance. of our intereſt can take place while each 
performs his duty. The good which comes, 
the evil which befalls is ſo reſpectively to him 
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and us; nor can either of us have a Wiſh « 


any public kind, conſiſtently diſtinct from ont 


another,----ſo intimately cloſe are we conjoined 
by firmly knit, and rivetted together. 


| : Theſe points premiſed, we ſee at one 
the groſs abſurdity. or ſomething worſe, paß 
ſeſſed by thoſe who ſay it is our intereſt to pur 
ſue the plan recommended, but not the King 
as if he could be hurt by our proſperity ! We 
may ſee likewiſe, what dread calamities awat 
our preſent wayward courſes. But what avai, 
it that we may perceive, if blind by choice ye 
will not look, or deaf by ſheer deſign, no bod- 
ing voice can warn us from the gulf! It is alto 
gether this perverſeneſs of ours that gives hope 
of ſucceſs to our enemies, for without that dif 
- Poſition on our part, there would neither be 
time nor opportunity to ripen their projets, 
But let me caution thoſe who goad us to our 
fate, that they do not themſelves fall into the 
pit which they have prepared for others. The 
ground on which they tread as our conductor 
is not fo ſafe as they may think it, tis hollos 
ke themſelves. The council which they give 
involves their own with our deſtruction. 6 
pre-ſuppoſes a line which is no where to be 


01 
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ſound in the conſtitution, a line of ſeparation 
between the intereſts of King and People, a line 
deteſtable, which he who draws or tempts to 
draw, II ſpeak it to their face, commirteth trea- 
n. Whatever, therefore, they may ſtrive to 
do by ſecret inſinuation, there is not a man of 
them all who dares avow this ſame advice; 
which circumſtance alone pronounces judgment 
on the doctrine it conveys, declaring it to be, 
what it really is, moſt heterodox and damnable. 


O! then for that propitious day, when yield- 
ing to the impulſe of his princely mind, or 
moved thereto by virtuous entreaties, our gra- 
cous Lord ſhall throw himſelf upon the love and 
byalty of his people! My life and all my for- 
tunes ſhall be forfeit, if he does not feel himſelf 
more of a King after that conſummation, and 
if there does not ſpring up in his heart more 
real joy in one ſhort hour, than in the whole 
accumulation of years which yet are numbered 
of his luckleſs reign. ET | 
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FRANCIS BLAKE. 


Lincortn's-InN FIELDS, 
Jan. T, 1787. 
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CONCLUSION. 


NE truth is clear,--that let what will be 

the ſucceſs of another war, it muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be ſupported at a very conſiderable 
expence ; and if that expence is to be accu- 
mulated into debt and defray'd by taxes, my 
argument is that the weight of it may poſſibly 
be too much for us to bear, ſuperadded to that —— 
which we now ſuſtain. - There are ſome, how- 
erer, who will not admit the inference, be- 
cuſe they ſay that gloomy minds have been 
taunted by ſimilar terrors in all the various 
tages of the debt; which counter experience 
n every inſtance has proved chimerical. 


oy 
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I own the fact and rejoice exceedingly tha 
the ſeveral denunciations of ruin have ended 
as they have done. But I fay notwithſtanding 
that there lurks behind this happy circumſtance 


extreme danger to this, country. We are led 
to conclude from thence that taxes have not 
the tendency to do us miſchief which ſome 


have, ſuppoſed them to have. And this, opinion 


has gathered ſtrength from the great advance 


of rents ſince the ſcheme of the debt was intro 


duced, by which we are flattered that ways 
and means can never have an end. And thus 


deluded we cry exultingly, how are we ruin 


ed, or how are we likely to be ſo, when in 
Fact we are richer by cent. per cent. than ne 
were before. * For though we. have debt to 
contend with now which we had not then, 
and that debt has been almoſt conſtaptly en. 


creaſing, yet what is the encreaſe of debt com. 
pared with the enereaſe of rents! | | 


If I borrow money to improve my eſtate, 


provided I do improve it in much greater pro- 


portion than J lead it per contra witlt What 


ä will any man ſay 1 have acted un: 


» Towards the cloſe of the laſt century the income. a 


from real property was not ſuppoſed to be more than five aud 
twenty Millions per annum. 


wiſely by what I have done? Will my heir 
condemn me, if by ſubjecting my eſtate to 
the payment of borrowed money, I have con- 
trived to add conſiderably to the rental and 
clear receipt? Will he ſay he is ruined becauſe 
he ſucceeds to a debt, the intereſt of which 
compared with the income is in no greater pro- 
portion than one is to ſix, and the income com- 
pared with what I found it, in full proportion 
of ti two to one. 


This 1 kind of reaſoning is very ſpacious, and 
deceives: many. It has all thoſe for its votaries 
who ſkim no more than the ſurface of ſubjects. 
The public debt no doubt and the conſequent 
preſſure of taxes has rouſed our induſtry to 
great exertions; and thoſe exertions have turn- 
ed to account. But the miſchief is, we may 
always go on to encreaſe the debt, but cannot 
always encreaſe our income to counteract it; 

for clearly there muſt be a pitch of improve- 

ment beyond which the art of man can make 

no progreſs. Now the query is, whether we 

are not already arrived at the neplus ultra of 

that attainment. And if that is.the caſe we 

need not be told, that from this time forward 
92 


5 . ' x r — t wy; "IS . * DD mean Mates „ Ps 12 
a a N 


( 210} 


as faſt as we add to the bulk of ries debt, ag 
faſt do we run to certain ruin. 


— . 


FN 


. we really and on the brink I have 
named, I will not aver, but I very much fear 
it, and ſo muſt every man who weighs in his 
mind, that land-tax, tithe, and poor-rate, paro- 
chial and county cefles, the charge of manage- 

ment, the farmers lot, are all to be raiſed 
Peres the produce of land, excluſive of rent, 
which high as it is at preſent, falls very ſhort 
of the groſs amount of the other items. It 
would ſeem therefore from this ſtatement that 
we have much more reaſon to dread the de- 
cline of the general rental, * than to raiſe our 
hopes to any advance. I hoſe tracts indeed of 
fertile land which ſtill lie waſte, deforming the 
face of this fine country, might under improve: 
ment bring ſome relief; but that is a diſtant 

proſpect, and would not beſide materially 
ſerve us. For my idea is, if we ſtill go on to 
encreaſe the debt, the declenſion of this coun- 

try, if not begun already, muſt then infallably 

N commence when rents ſhall ceaſe to be in a 
general progreſſive 8 of nee Fey - 


* The ſhock which rents received curing the laſt + war is no 
very favourable preſage. | 
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partial advance or local riſing will not avail us, 


it muſt be general and muſt be progreſſive 
while yet the debt is progrellive alſo. But 


putting the caſe that the general rental may 
{till be improved, it is no impeachment of this 


propofal. It. neither arraigns its prudence or 


policy, nor prevents its effect. If fairly con- 
ſidered it pleads in its favour that ſomething re- 
mains which is worth preſerving. All that would 


ſeem therefore to be wanting to induce compli- 
ance, is to ſatisfy ourſelves of the efficacy of the 


propoſal, and of thoſe advantages which are 
aid to be expectant upon it. And circumſtanc- 
ed as we are, it 1s ſurely well worth while to 
have the conviction of theſe. matters brought 


home to our minds by means of a parliamentary 


enquiry ; that if the ſyſtem is founded in error 


we may ceaſe to deceive. ourſelves, but if in 
truth we may take the good that is kindly prd- 
vided, Now the points of enquiry are theſe: 


Whether the yearly . of land, houſes, | 


and public funds is ſixty millions per annum. 


Whether we now pay at the rate of fifteen 
| ſhillings in the pound to raiſe a revenue of 
flteen millions, | 


O : 3 


G24) 

Whether merchants and men in trade con- 
trive to create for chemſelves an exemption 
from ſtate burdens. e | 


For! if it is trae that the yearly value of 
land, houſes, and "_ funds i is tas millions 
. amum-. 


a Then it is true alſo that five ſhillings 85 
the pound will raiſe a revenue of fifteen 
millions. 


If it is true that we now pay at the rate of 
fifteen ſhillings in the pound to TIO a revenue 
of fifteen millions. 


Then! is it true alſo lie we pay ten ſhilling 
in the pound more than we have any occaſion 


to pay. | * 


If it is true that merchants and men in trade 
contrive to create for chemſelves an exemption 
from ſtate burdens. 


Then is it true alſo that the proprietors 
of lands, houſes, and public funds are the ſole 
paymaſters of all impoſts. And conſequently 
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that no injury is offered to that deſcription of 
men by this propoſal, but that great and laſt- 
ing advantage will accrue to them by changing 
the mode as here — of collecting the 


revenue . 


But the fair reaſoning on theſe premiſes does 


not end here; it may be puſhed to a more ſur- 


priſing length. For the preſent payment of 


fifteen ſhillings in the pound, by means of 


which as matters are now managed little or no 
progreſs can be made towards our relief, col- 
lected by a pound rate will yield a ſurplus of 


thirty millions; which ſum applied as a ſinking 


fund will quite extinguiſh the national debt in 
eight years time. Yielding to us from the 
falling in or ceaſing of the intereſt upon the 


thirty millions annually paid off, a ſure relief 


enereaſing in each ſucceeding year to the full 


amount of twelve hundred thouſand pounds 


per annum. 


In eight years time the dcbt diſcharged, no 
other drawback will then remain, but that 
which is neceſſary to defray the ordinary ex- 
pences of government. Setting thoſe expences 


at five millions per annum, which provides 
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public debt, and whether or no he has reaſon | 
leaſt I way venture to ſay he is not miſtaken, 


that no ſuch haſty payment can turn to advar- 


to make ſuch rapid payments, nor ſuffer the 
debt to remain undiminiſhed. 


four-pence for every million raiſed. What it 


us ſuppoſe the war charges to be ten millions 
per annum. Our further contribution in ſuch 
caſe would be 3s. 4d. which added to 1s. 8d. 
produces a payment in time of war two third 


leſs than that which is now exacted in time of 
peace. 


(276) 


an encreaſe of half a million yearly more than 
is now allowed for the navy expenditure, our 


whole contribution in time of peace would be 
one ſhilling and eight· pence in the pound, or 


miglit chance to be in time of war, I cannot 
pretend to determine, but to give it a name, let 


But the author has given his opinion agua 


the propriety of an actual payment of the 


on his fide let others determine. Thus far at 


tage. As good a way perhaps would be, to 
trim between the two extremes, ſo as neither 


Let us fav then that it is judged expedient to 
| reduce the debt at the rate of five millions per 


n 
annum: It will require a pound rate of 18. 
84. to do this, which rate continued while 
peace remains will liquidate the debt a- pace. 
It will likewiſe furniſh that gradual ſupply af 
wealth for trade and other purpoſes as will 
not aha but gratify the market. In ten years 
„if peace ſhall laſt ſo long, juſt fifty 
fins will be refunded ; and our annual 
pound rate reduced of courſe from ſx and 
eight · pence to {ix ſhillings. Let us grant the 
ten ſucceeding, years to be years of war, and 
the annual extra charge to be ten millions. 
Now this ſupply will require a pound rate as 
mentioned before of 3s. 4d. But as it is not 
propoſed to go on with the reduction of the 
debt during the continuance of war, the fund 
for the ſame, viz. 18. 8d. will go in relief of 


the war expences; it will only therefore require 
an additional rate of 18. 8d. which added to 


ſx ſhillings will make for the years of war our | 
annual pound 7s. 8d. When peace returns, "2. 
our attack on the debt will begin a-freſh, ſtart= = 
ing with our pound rate, juſt where we left it, 
at fix ſhillings. Let us ſay then that the ſame 
periods of peace and war occur as before. It 
s clear that as in the ſpace of twenty years, we 
leſſened our debt fifty millions, in forty ſuch 
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| —_ our hundred millions will be extin- 
in eighty, two hundred millions, 
ty of courſe will ſet us free, computing the 
preſent debt, which ſomewhat tops the 
 - at ave times fifty millions, WEL 
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PART TRE THIRD, 


CONTAINING 


THE. - 
ABOLITION OF TITHES 
„ MMM TAR 
R E F O R M 
OF THE FS 


CHURCH REVE N U E. 


A NARRATIVE of PROCEEDINGS 
at a CounTY MEETING held at MOR- 
PETH, Dec. 22, 1784, reſpecting the pay- 
ment of TITHES, 


A LETTER to the FREEHOLDERS of 
the CounTY of NORTHUMBERLAND, on 
the ſame Subject. TE - 


THE CONCLUSION. 


VE weg v eg WEN e N e ef WE 


N 6 þ Ll * 
» 
j | 
j 
f | ' y 
* 
| 5 f 
. 
- 4 4 1 
„ 1 2 F 4 
. 
1 
1 
* : 
* 
, 
4 - 9 _ FRET » 
* 
a * 
— 
* 
* * = - ** LS 
7 
F, 
* 
A 
6 py . 1 % 
" 
; 
* ? 
— * o 
x 
2 
1 . 
4 
* * 8 
l 6 
” 
= N 
= * 
* * 
9 5 q 
Py 4 
2 
* — 
7 - x 
4 .- 0 
. ; * 
* 
2 * 
* * - ; 
LD 3 * Z 
pes * 
; * 
I > ad ** 
* 
N 
. 
5 
— 
-& x 
* 
« * 
4 
. P 
* y 
i > 
% 
-- 
= - 
* 
* 
F 
py 
* 
, 
7 
wy 
9g”? 
* . | 
= 4 : * 


, Fw : 0 
"Re n 


TR 4 
3 wth % . # 9 a 


A. 
CEE EF *. 
— —— 1 * ” 
1 
A * * 5 
8 9 1 f : * * „ #* > *%Y W 1 *, 1 
x b F 4 4 5 \ £ „ Is „ Fl — * 1 „ A 
4 | / 
4 _ WE 5 44 : 4 : * 4 . ! 2 * Is os % 7 
8 pa * 1 4 ' L 4 
* 
* 
- 8 * Y 1 * 4 F 0 * 
M214 17423003 18 4 KC. 
S Laff Lad +». os 1 29 4 * 
4 


8 HE. 
ABOLITION or „ rirnzs 


> 


AND THE 


FX * 5E 0 * M. 


: OF THE 


CHURCH REVENUE. 


N order to make theſe meaſures the more 
palatable, particularly to the landed intereſt, 
Mm whoſe ſhoulders the principal part of the 
burden is to- reſt, let theſe regulations be ac- 

tompanied with a Nullum Tempus bill, * reſ- 
petting the claims of the church. And let 
that be tollowed; | = by nn, bill, effecting 


* A bill of this kind was paſt a few years + finee reſpeQing the 
aims of the Crown. | 


= 
= Y 
_— * 


cCauſe of religion, than all the imm orality 0 
the world put together. 


be obliged to purchaſe the tithes of his eſtate 


his property to- the regular diſeharge-of intereſ 
thereon at the rate of four per cent. 


and lopping off all uſeleſs limbs, which ſeri 
only to disfigure tlie tree, or deprive the ex 


„„ AO) LD 
the abolition in toro; of that hateful practice d 


tithing, which has done more harm to the 


For this purpoſe, let every proprietor of land 


by a fair valuation of their worth at thirty 
years purchaſe ; not, however, by an actul 
payment of the principal ſum, but by ſubjecting 


Every hundred pound per ann. in tithe 
would thus be worth three thouſand pounds in 
money, and four per cent. on every ſuch fun 
is 201. a year in every hundred more than i 
now received on the ſcore of tithes. Wit 
what juſtice then has this part of the plan beet 


arraigned as a wicked 2 to e 
church? | 


- Theſe. pohms⸗ e let thiie hes a 
more: righteous; diſtribution of the property 


the church: firſt}. by: grubbing up the: ſuckers 


SS r 


(23 | 
tremities: of: their proper 1 — and, 
ter wards, by making a ſuitable proviſion for 
every neceffary branch, which is left remain« 
ing, of — Wachane oc 


As my meaning, ; wikichs W oxpreſt 
in the foregoing paragraph, may be liable to 
miſconſtruction, I will add a few words by 
may: of explanation. 


duty, is a neceſſary. branch; but when L have 
preſs : for in truth, there is neither uſe, beauty, 


other branches of this wide-ſpreading tree; that 
; to ſay, let-all-other names and appointments 
in the church eſtabliſftment, ſave only that 
which Ii have mentioned, and he order 4 8 
lates, be got rid of for ever. 


| But as W e are attended with 
danger it behoves us to act with caution in this 
particular. If the meaſure is approved, a few 


8 better to wait the ſlow, but ſafe and certain 
operation of time, than run any riſk in ſo ma- 
terial a concern. 


Þ ash dane the ** OY who: does Ins 
aid this, J have ſaid all that I meant” to ex- 


nor profit, in any other. Therefore let. all 


years will prune them all to our hands; and it 
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There are ſome, I know, who will repro- 
bate the exception which is made reſpeQing 
the prelacy; but I have acted in this cafe 
under the influence of a ſtrong conviction, 
that the order, with ſome little amendment, 
may be made uſeful to the * and of fer- 
vice to 3 


The next point to be diſcuſſed is the main- 
tenance of the inferior clergy, which under this 
new regulation are reduced to one ſingle cla, 
The duties of whoſe ſtation being preciſely the 
ſame, why ſhould they not be placed upon 2 
footing, of equality in other reſpects? Can any 
reaſon be aſſigned for a diſtinction in this caſe? 
Or can any one ſay, when the whole duty of 
the church is at preſent performed for half « 
million, * that it would be doing an unhand- 


| ſome thing to ſet aſide, for the ſame purpoſe, 


four or five times as eck as is now received? 


This regulation is replete with innumerable 
good conſequences ; ; I will name ſome few af 


* The duty of the Church is performed for the moſt part by 


Curates, whoſe ſtipends are largely rated at' 5ol. per anuum, 


one with another, Ten thouſand of thoſe according to the com 
putation of the number of Pariſhes in England aug. Wales at 50h 
per annum each, is half a million exactly. | 


pl. 


. 


my readers. 


ſuitable proviſion for all the inferior clergy : 
hamefully deſtitute. It cuts off all hope and 


ſo that over whatever diſtrict a clergyman is 
appointed to precide, there he will ſet himſelf 


free from the interruption of worldly concerns, 
it is a fair inference to ſuppoſe, that he will 
devote all his time and attention to the bene- 
wolent duties of his office. 


J 


And as there will remain, no doubt, after 


derable overplus; * let it go, in further relief 
of the land, as a proviſion for the Poor. 


bv WY fave ſacrilegiouſſy laid my hands upon the pa- 
The revenue of the church is computed at two millions and 


a half, and upwards : we may therefore conclude that the over- 
plus will not fall ſhort of half a million. | 


them, and leave the reſt to the diſcernment of 

It arikes at the root of pluralities ; an abuſe 
which. calls loudly for redreſs. It furniſhes a 
whereas now there are ſome of them moR- 


expectation of advantage from change of place; - 


down, I truſt, contented: and having a mind 


theſe contigencies are fatisfied, a very conſi- 


And here let no man pretend to ſay that T 


1 
trimony of the church. The regulation is per- 
fectly agreeable to the original 1 intention of the 
donors. For tithes were firſt granted, in part, 
for the maintenance of the clergy; and in 
part for the relief of the poor: ſo that origi- 


nally the clergy were aw wo * of 
thoſe alms. 


But, pervertin 5 this good deſign, as the 
corruption of the order encreaſed, they be⸗ 
gan to appropriate more and more of them 
to their own uſe; and, at length, taking 
advantage of the ſupineneſs of the laity, and 
the debaſement of their minds, by religios 
fears, they boldly put in their claim to the 
whole, as their own, by right divine. Leay- 
ing the poor to the mercy of heaven, or the 
ox bowels of thoſe, who, like the good 
Samaritan, and not like the Prieſt, could not 
paſs, without looking upon their diſtreſs, and 
adminiſtring relief. | | 


To . The clergy of thoſe days wiſe 
in their own generation, as the children 
Mammon, forſecing that the time would come, 
when the eyes of the world would be opened, 
took care to ſecure to themſelves a further 
oe, under the plea of common 4. 


( a ) 


Laſt of all, though it bared the face of their 
former impoſitions, and as if any thing could 
vive additional ſtrength to common-right and 
right divine, they thought fit to call! in human 
laws to their alſiſtance. 

And tw med at all points, their ſucceſſors, 
thoſe miniſters of peace, and preachers of ſelf-. 
{nial, have ever ſince been in a {tate of conti- 
mal warfare for the good things of this world. 


But to return from this digreſſion. Let us 
not, in this general, reform, which is intend- 
ed to adminiſter comfort to ſo many indivi- 
duals, let us not be inatrentive to the tears of 
the diſconſolate widow, too often left deſti- 
tute; nor turn away from the cries of the help- 
leſs orphan. 


As a proviſion for theſe, let the widow be 
entitled to her thirds: and in caſe of the pre- 
vious death of the mother, or if ſhe does not 
lurvive her huſband ten years, let the ſtipend 
be continued for the maintenance and educa- 
tion of the children, during the whole of that 
term, or the remainder of it, as the caſe may 
happen, 
„ 


6 ON 
And whereas I have faid that the overplus 
of the ſpoils of the church ſhall go in aid of 
the land, as a proviſion for the poor; it may 
not be amiſs, on further conſideration, to ap- 
propriate a certain proportion of thoſe ſavings, 
as a collateral proviſion for orphans left deſt- 


tute, after the expiration of ten years, or the 
death of their mother. 


 . PFor of all the poor, thoſe, no doubt, have 
; the beſt claim to our pity and aſſiſtance, who 
have been brought up in eaſe and plenty, and 
are reduced, by no fault of their own, to mis 
ſery and want. | 


Nothing now remains, to make this roſs 
mation compleat, but to ſecure the indeper- 
dence of the bench of biſhops; which can in 

no other way be fo well effected, as 9 pur 
ting an end to tranſlations. 

To whatever ſee a biſh op is appointed, there 
let him remain; and in order to remove every 
objection at once, let them all be put upon 
an equality in reſpect of emolument, the two 
arch biſhops excepted, and let them be made i ® 
equal in point of profit between themſelves; Wl © 
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That is to ſay, let every biſhop receive a clear 
payment of 3000 l. a year, and the two arch- 
 tihops 60001. per annum, a- piece. 


n 


neceſſary reform, let the ladies be enliſted an 
our ſide, by giving them the 7zizle and rank of 
their huſbands. vg 


ſtate, to the caule of religion, and the peace 
of ſociety, by the abolition of tithes and the 


have ſaid, when ſpeaking of taxes, may be 
urged with equal propriety in the preſent caſe, 
| ſhall conclude with repeating, That it can- 
not be neceſſary to enter upon a detail of thoſe 
advantages, in proof of a ſelf-evident fact. 


I have now only to add, that it was my firſt 


_ RM. S an 


little work, but confulting with a judicious 
friend upon the occaſion, his arguments co- 
| inciding with my own cooler thoughts, were 
concluſive againſt it. 

P 3 
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but double in point of proportion to the reſt. 


In order ſtill more to ſmooth the way to this 


independence of the biſhops; but, as what I 


intention to have prefixed my name to this 
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That I ſhould have all good men on my 


fide would be my comfort; but as there are, 


no doubt, ſome bad men in the world, all ſuch 
as {ſworn enemies to reform, would unite 


againſt me. And, when no good purpoſe 


can be ſerved by it, why ſhould I put myſelf 
in the way of danger, which is ſo eaſily avoided 
without diſgrace ? 


If what I have projected is oo; and 
the nation is permitted to reap the benefit of 


my deſign, I have attained to the conſumma- 


tion of my wiſhes, | 


Not chat 1 mean, by ſtanding aloof, to re- 


ject the praiſe of good men, or ſet that at 


nought which is at once the ſtrongeſt ncite- 
ment to virtue, and its beſt reward. No per- 


ſon can put that conſtruction upon the caſe, as 


all muſt know, if any praiſe ſhall attend me, 
that it will not be more ſparingly beſtowed 
becauſe the author lies concealed ; neither 
ſhall I enjoy it the leſs, becauſe it is in Leere 
On the contrary, it will acquire thereby a ſu- 


Perior reliſh; ſince it will prove, beyond 2 


poſlibility of contradiction, that I could have 


no other end to anſwer, by this publication, 


but the good bf my country. 


WE 4 


5 


| ( 237 ) 
£0 8 f 8 & R I F F. 


THE ſecond edition of this eſſay was in 
the preſs, when the biſhop of Landaff's letter 
to the arch-biſhop of Canterbury, ſince de- 
ceaſed, was put into my hands. The plea- 
ſure which I felt, when I found that our ob- 
jet was the ſame, however we might vary 
in the means of attaining it, is not to be 


diſcribed. And in full confidence of a, gene- 


rous people to reſcue me from the ſuſpicion of 


ſo mean an artifice as intending a fide-wind 
compliment to myſelf, I ſhall not heſitate to 
give this public teſtimony of my admiration of 


a character ſo truly chriſtian and praiſe worthy, 
25 his lordſhip has diſplayed thro the medium 
of his late publication. 


There is, however, one point, in which 


[ apprehend the worthy prelate is miſtaken. 
t reſpects the preſent revenue of the church, 
to which a value is alſigned one million a 


year ſhort of that which it is repreſented to 


be in the foregoing ſheets : the two ſums 
being to each other i in the pr oportion of three 
to five. | 


C0 7 7 

It is poſſible his lordſhip may, have founded 
his opinion upon the authority of calculations 
not recently made; and if fo, the variation is 
eaſily accounted for. The value of eſtates, 
and ſuch, in particular, as are ſituate at any 
conſiderable diſtance from the capital, where 


the ſpirit of improvements had not then made 


its way, having encreaſed within the century, 


to my certain knowledge, in a much greater 


0 than that which | is named, 


Before I lay down my pen, as it is done 
with no invidious deſign to leſſen any man's 


deſervings, but merely to eſtabliſh a fact, [ 


hope I may be permitted to riſk a comment 


upon the following extract. Some deans 
c 3nd chapters have, With a very laudable 
* cifintereſtednels, appropriated a tenth, or 
« a larger part of their annual fines, to the 
« repair of the fabrick of their churches,” 
Upon which paſſage I beg leave to obſerve, with 
all due defference to better information, that 


the revenue Which the church is in poſſeſſion 


ol, was not oranted, as implied by the words 
J have quoted, to the fole purpoſe of ſup- 


porting the clergy, but expreſsly for the four 
following diſtin uſes: viz. For the poor one 
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part; another part for the maintenance of the 
parochial clergy ; another for the uſe of the 
monaſteries, and a fourth for the repairs. of 
Church — 

From which it appears, that the. own and 
chapters, whoſe diſintereſtedneſs is made the 
ſubject of panegyric, have in this reſpect done 
no more than their duty. They have, how- 
ever, this merit, which is more than many 
others can lay claim to; they have acted up to 
the intention of the donors, which ud, 
no time ſhould defeat. 


OBJECTIONS ANSWERED. 


It, TH AT thirty years -archals for tithes 
5 more than the average price of land, 


Let what will be the average price of land 
t does not apply to the preſent queſtion, In 
ſuch a caſe, for obvious reaſons, the, higheſt 


and not the average price. ſhould rule the 
bargain. | | 


"(8 3 
d. The Mi on the whole is big with con- 
gan and much * to the 2 of pa- 


tronage. * 

If any confuſion ſhould chance to enſue, it 
can only be of that kind out of which in the 
inſtant, regularity riſes. And as to injuſtice, 
it hardly deſerves the name, the right of pre- 
ſentment will ſtill be the ſame, and general 
* to better livings. 


0. The permanent payment is an unwar- 
rantable abridgment of a reaſonable power in 
the body of the clergy to take advantage like 
other men of times and circumſtances to 
enlarge their income, which thus reſtricted 
may prove in ſucceſſion, a fund too ſcanty for 
their ſubſiſtance. | 


By weighing together the credit and com- 
fort of ſuch a certainty, and that in the high 
value allowed for tithes, proviſion is made for 
the poſſible chance of harder times, al * 
1 of ä would ſeem to vaniſh. 
| 4th, The plan of "OT will not only 
be a needleſs degradation of the order, but 


„ 

will have the effect to diſcourage learning, by 
nutting the door of inducement that now | 
ſtands open to men of letters. 


It is not the dignity of the order but the 
nity of it that is to compaſs the end of the 
inſtitution ; and fo far from having the effect to 
diſcourage learning by ſhutting the door againſt 
men of letters the door will be opened much 
wider than ever. Ten thouſand men of letters 
may then look up in the very outſet to eaſe and 
independance, which is not the preſent caſe ; 
and fill the mitre remains in view to crown 
the moſt dillinguiſhed merit. 


But if theſe objections ſhould ſtill continue 
and cannot be overcome, if the general re- 
ſpectability of the order, on which in a great 
degree the cauſe of religion itſelf depends, muſt 
needs be ſacrificed,----1tf having the means to 
make of the clergy not only the moſt indepen- 
dant body of men in the kingdom, but the moſt 
uſeful, —-if having the means to make them the 
moſt contented, the molt honoured, the beſt 
and happieſt members of this community we 
will not uſe the means, there let it reſt: the 
matter of tithes is a ſeparate buſinebs, and may 
be adjuſted ſingly thus,--- 


(- 26 }- 
At every freſh acceſſion of tithe-owner, whe- 
_ ther he be Churchman or Layman let there be 


made a new valuation of the tithe eſtate in 
queſtion. Let this be done by the common 


mode of arbitration, and let thoſe concerned 
be mutually bound by law, the one to accept 


in lieu of tithes, the other to pay the yearly 


ſum adjudged; or let the payment be 41. per 


cent. on the groſs amount of the ſum. thoſe 
tithes would raiſe if fold, computing their 
worth at the current price of . as aſcer- 


: tained by the arbitrators. 


By this moſt plain and practicable mode df 


accommodation, we may rid ourſelves at once 
of all that is grievous and hard to be borne in 
matters of tithe, of all that is hurtful or can be 


productive of ſtrife, of all that can breed di. 
putes, give cauſe of complaint, or make : 


breach between the parties; and all this may 
be brought to paſs, without infringing on any 
right, without abridgement of any power, and 
without diſturbing the ſettled courſe. of Chuch 


preferment. 
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N out- cry having been raiſed againſt the 
principle of a Nullum Tempus Bill reſpect- 
ing the claims of the church, as an ugjuſt at- 
tack upon private property, it 1s become ne- 
neſſary for me to inveſtigate and explain the 


matter. And if in the courſe of my reaſon- 


ing a diſcovery is made, which mult prove fa- 
tal, not only to future claims, but even to 
many of thoſe deciſions, which have already 
been given in favor of the church, by ſuch 
as may ſuffer the loſs let thoſe be re who 


proyoked the enquiry. 
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All that is requiſite for this aid; is to 
der the nature, force, and extent of the 
term, Cen. * HT 

For the "FTIR illuſttation of which, let uz 
place preſcription before us as a familiar ob- 
| ject of the ſenſes. Let us compare it to an 
arch. Conſidered in this light, that of the 
cron, which is the larger arch, is extended 

over all the real property in this kingdom. 

That of the church, a ſmaller arch, embraces 
but a part. 9 which arch, 1n either caſe, 
former poſſeſſion is the key-ſtone. And a 
no arch can ſtand without its key, ſo neither 
can preſcription be ſupported without legal 
proof of former poſſeſſion. 


The crown, as the fountain of property 
bears that proof in its boſom. But it is other- 
wiſe with the church, which is not the foun- 
tain, but the reſervoir of tithes. The church 
poſſeſſes nothing. by virtue of original right. 
It has no inherent title to tithes. The title 
which it has, is acquired, and as ſuch waits 


the proof, if called in queſtion. The poſſeſ- 


ſions of the church are derived from the bounty 
of others, the donors are therefore, more pro: 


gp 
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perly, the fountain. And as that which has 
not regularly flowed from the crown, is ſtill 
in the crown; ſo in like manner, that which 
has regularly flowed from the crown to the 
laity, and has not regularly flowed from thence 
to the church, is ſtill in the laity. That indeed 
which has regularly flowed, through - theſe 
channels, to the church, though loſt for a time, 
is ſtill, without any manner of doubt, their 
tangible property. In other words, where 
there is proof that any incumbent was hereto- 
fore in legal poſſeſſion of that which is now 
claim'd by his ſucceſſor, that caſe is in point, 
but there are no other to which preſcription is 
applicable, or by virtue of which the claimant 
s entitled to a decree in his favor. 


To ſay that preſcription will help any man 
to that which no one ever poſſeſſed in the ſame 
predicament with himſelf, is an abſurd idea. 
Omnipotent as this magician may ſeem, it is 
not in his power to create a right; all he can 
do is to recover that right which has once been 
loſt. If you join iſſue with us in this defini 
tion, or whether you join or not, it is the 
buckler of truth, and will not fail us. It re- 
mains with you, therefore, my reverend friends, 


7 
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to ſhew your right. Prove your polleflion 
Make it appear that you have done ſo, and l 
will anſwer for it there is no layman amongſt 


us, who has either honeſty or inen ſenſe, 
OY reſiſt the claim. 


But 8 not come over us with your jure te 
vino's, and your other nonſenſical plea of can 
mon right, We are not now to be gull'd by 
ſuch pretences. The inſufficiency, the abſur- 
dity of which is manifeſt, from the evidence 


of thoſe very exceptions which you admit to 
be good. To be conſiſtent with yourſelyes 


you ſhould firſt ſet aſide thoſe exemptions, as 


| ſome, indeed, have attempted to do. Yau 


ſhould next proceed to reclaim all that part of 


tithe- property which is now in our poſſeſſion; 


for doing of which you have ſufficient encou- 
ragement, when you are told from good au- 
thority,.— That it was by ſtrange means enough 


©. conveyed into lay hands.” * If it is yours by 
right divine, or common right, it neither 1s 


nor can be ours. Then take it from us. Is 
this your aim, is this your drift, is this your 
meaning ? Speak out! for if it is, I will give 


® Vide the Biſhop pf Landoff 8 Letter to the Arctbiſbe of 
Canterbury, 
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it the praiſe of a mighty daring. When you 
have accompliſhed it, nothing will remain be- 
hind, but to recover the ſupremicy of the 


church, and your empire is re-eſtabliſhed for | 


Frere CET: By EY 1 


cannot proceed, without offering an apo- 
ogy to the good biſhop for the application of 
that ſentence, which as too appoſite to my 
purpoſe, I have quoted from his letter. To 
& juſtice to a character, which I verily believe 
to be without blemiſh, I have no difficulty i in 
bying that the preſent conſtruction, tho' it is 
eaſy and natural, did not occur to his lord- 
hip. At a time when the ſeeds of diſſatis- 
fiction are ſhooting up rank and ſpontaneous 
in the minds of his brethren, inſtead of check- 
ng, to have encouraged their growth, by 

rowing reflections upon certain paſt proceed- 
ings, in the uſe of an expreſſion which ſtrikes 
it the root of their validity; and to have done 
this deſignedly, I can no more think of impu- 

ing to the biſhop of Landaff, than I can cre- 

dit that there is a ſettled purpoſe in church- 

men, or in myſelf who abhor it, to bring about 
the reſtoration of popery. But it is certainly 


2 


IC 
e 


8 | 


pinnacle of preſumption, as to venture to lay 
claim to that which is not contained in his 


( 242 ) 
a very + dither expreſſion, and I dare ſay his 
lordſhip will think fo, when he views it in the 
light in which I have placed it. Tt is moreoyer 
an expreſſion forming a part of a ſentence which 
has no particular buſineſs there; for which 
reaſons, I have no expectation of finding g it in 
the next 3 of his letter. 


0 return to my argument.-—One thing is 
perfectly clear, that in all caſes of tranfer, 
nothing" is conveyed which is not compriſed in 
the grant. The conduct of laymen has kept 
pace with this idea. When was it known that 
the land-holder was mounted ſo high on the 


grant: There is no inſtance of the kind. No, 
not even in the caſe, when that which is want- 


ing to round his property was oe out by 
miſtake. 


For the credit of the tithe-holder, would I 
could ſay the ſame of him. The tithe-holder 
on the other hand, by which I mean the church, 
I bluſh to ſay the reformed church, that church 
which is preſumed to be the pattern of forbear- 
ance, the ſtandard of tender conſcience, acting 
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Tall reſpects up to the true ff pirit of the goſ- 


x, that church, I ſay, puts in a claim .- To 
wat? To that which from the evidence of 
ges has never been in payment. To that of 
jhich there is no proof ſet up, no, not even 
he pretence or ſhadow of proof of former 
vſſefſion.---To that which in fair conſtruction, 
fom the long teſtimony of their own ſilent 
xquieſcence, confeſſedly, was never due, or 
fit had, was conveyed to us by legal means. 
—To that of which the very name, * in many 
arts where it is now claimed, was not known 
l of late, nor yet fully underſtood, but as a 
hrefaced innovation of the clergy, ſubverſive 
f religion as productive of enmity, and big 
vith ruin to themſelves, as calculated to raiſe a 
birit, which if it chance to break forth, 


Tho? now they reſt on eider beds, 

Tho? now they lift their mitred heads, 
Tho? to their twiſted ſtrength they truſt, 
Will quickly lay their pride in duſt, 


| There is an obſervation of Sir Edward 
Coke's, which is very applicable to the pre- 


ent purpoſe, and which as a further warning 


Q2 


V Apiſtmen!, 
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to check rapaciouſneſs I ſhall here beg leave t 
ſubjoin? His words are as follows, That a 
« the overflowing of waters do many times 
« make the river to loſe his proper channel, { 
in times paſt eccleſiaſtical perſons ſeeking to 
« extend their liberties beyond their true bounds 


either loſt or enjoyed not that which of right 
0; | belonged to them.“ * 


— —U 


- 6% 


From ine. bs wow ſaid, it is obvious tha 
the proper defence againſt the claims of the 
clergy, is to put them upon proof of former 
poſſeſſion: for preſcription having reference 
only to the recovery of poſſeſſion, till that is 


made appear, preſcription is S is altogether 1 impo- 
tent, and of no avail. 


If any one is hardy enough to deny this, 
let him look to the conſequence. The denial 
involves this moſt dangerous propoſition, — 
That the preſcription of the church is para- 
mount to the preſcription - of the crown; a 
doctrine too bold for any prieſt, or any high- 
prieſt in theſe our days to maintain in thus 
country. 


* Coke Inſt, Vol, II. Chip, 1 page 4. 


flonged to the crown, 
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It may, therefore, very well be laid down 
z a general rule, that the clergy are entitled 
pþno other tithes but ſuch as they have been 
I" the habit of receiving by virtue of their re- 
hective endowments, or ſuch as the cuſtom of 
Ihe place, from long poſſeſſion, has ſanctified 


p them. All other tithes of whatever deno- 
nination, ſave thoſe alone which are admitted 
þ be legally veſted in the hands of laymen, 
and not to the 
durch, as dormant rights, but are now for 
ger ed to the ſeveral proprietors of the 
A, BY. 33 late Nullun Tempus Bill. 


The Nullun Tempus which is now propoſed, 
therefore of little importance to the laity, 
therwiſe than as it will ſerve the cauſe of re- 
hion, by putting an immediate ſtop to the | 
pſibility of further litigation. 


From this fiatement of the caſe, ſupported 
it is on either hand by truth and reaſon, this 
* muſt be drawn, That the preſent 
aim of the Church are for the moſt part futile; 
nd that all ſuch decrees as have already been given 
n favor of novel payments, are founded in error, 


and liable to Reve/ al. 
| Q 3 
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ABSTRACT of a LeTTER in Buser wh: 
to OBJEcTIONS which were > ſtarted 1 

wa a F RIEND. SI 

hel 

| you object to the following propoſition: = © 
4 The crown is the fountain of property," the 
and controvert it by a caſe, the ſtrongeſt, ! def 
believe, that can poſſibly be brought to best poſ 
againſt it, viz. — “ That there were formaj fm 


in this kingdom certain eſtates and patrino- 
<<, nies called allodial which owed nothing to 
wel crown. but allegiance. mw | 


' 


i 


= : This argument of yours is, Wee a very 
powerful antagoniſt ; I muſt, therefore, do ny 


\ utmoſt to prevail upon him to deſert his co- 
| Jours, and come over to my file. That is to Fer 
ſay, I muſt endeayour to prove that there 5 
. no land in this country. which was not held Py 
either mediately Or immediately of the crown: 35 
not even excepting allodial land, which of al 1 
others was the moſt free aye Independent, I 
'T 


For this purpoſe pleaſe to turn to Domeſtz, 
and there You will find the ſubſequent words: 


(247 ) 
Quando moritur alodarius, rex inde habet releva- 
tiomem terre. And what is this relevatio terræ, 
what is this relief? It is in fair conſtruction, a 


clear declaration of original right on the part 


of the crown ;----an unreſerved unequivocal ac- 
knowledgment of the ſame on the part of the 
heir. The caſe was this.----Upon the demiſe 
of any ſuch perſon, the land ſo held fell into” 
the hands of the king ; and there remained, in 


default of an heir, tanquam terra revertens in 


poſſeſſone donatori ſive heredibus ſuis, poſt donum 
finitum. But if an heir, conforming to the ori- 
ginal compact, appeared, and made good his 
Atm, he relieved his land, recovered poſ- 


nothing more to the crown, but e nk 


If further . is wanting, do but wind 
to the word revert, which is as much as to lay 
return. Now you, or I, or any man may go 
to a place where we have never been before, 


ſeription. In like manner, land may paſs from 
one to another, but it cannot be ſaid tg revert 
to you or me, except it had been previouſſy 
yours or mine, or his from whom we claim. 


\ 
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ſeſſion, and held it, paying, as you obſerve, 


but we cannot return to a place of that de- 


To bring this argument home to our own 
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. .: 
times. Do not lands at this day, for want of 
lawful heirs, revert to the lord of the manor 
of whom thoſe lands are held? In default of 
whom, do they not ultimately revert to the 
crown? Seeing then that all lands may by time 
and chance revert to the crown, and that none 
can pothbly revert where they had not been 
before, it follows from theſe premiſes, that 
all lands did originally flow to individuals from 
the crown, and OOF that the crown i ir 


the fountain of property. 


You alledge in return, „that the words [ 


0 have quoted from Domeſday, have no refe- 
„ rence whatever to the ſtate and condition of 
60 property before the conqueſt; — that they 


cc are not what I have ſuppoſed them to be, 


A clear declaration of antient right, and the 


« uſage of England; but of that agreement 


_ * only, which taking place between the king 
and the people, did then give birth to the 
„right in queſtion. The love of enterpriſe, 


« and martial fame, which was the character 
« of the age, firſt paved the way for this great 
“ revolution in property. The barons feem- 


„ ing to vie with one another who ſhould be 


« foremoſt to ſurrender their antient indepen- 


( 249 * 5 
« dent Abi,” in order to hold of the crown 
« by military ſervice ; an example which ran 


«-like wild-fire through all ranks and condi- 
„tions of men. . 


— 


«© Some few, indeed, were unwilling, and 
« others through age or infirmities were un- 
« able to conform to this new regulation. It 
« was therefore enacted, as Domeſday recites, 
« with an eye particularly turned to theſe 
recuſants Quando moritur alodarius, rex inde 
« habet relevationem terre ; that is to ſay, upon 
the demiſe of any ſuch perſon, the tenure | 
„ ſhall be changed, and the heir for the time 
to come ſhall py a relief 12 other n 


« tenants.” a EG 


| Be this as it may, the explanation, if juſt, 
does not go to invalidate the doctrine en- 
forced, but rather helps, ro itrengthen our be- 
lief of theſe eſſential truths, -—that he crown 
ir the fountain of property, - and that he church 
has no inherent title to tithes. The firſt of 
which admits of no doubt. from the date of 
Domeſday, that is to ſay, from the general 
eſtabliſnment of feudal tenures in England, 
which is far enough back for our preſent pur- 


n 
And the latter is evident from this cir» 


cumſtance, that the monaſtries before the diſſo- 
lation. were not exempt from feudal ſervices, 


And here I might well content myſelf to 

| ket the matter reſt, was it not neceſſary for 
. the fake of truth to obſerve further, that it 
zppears by laws and ordinances of ancient 
kings before the conqueſt, and eſpecially of 
king Alfred, that the firſt kings of this coun- 
try had all the lands of England in domain, 
and that reſerving to themſelves, Les grand 
manors and. royalties, they enfeoffed the barons 
| of what remained, for defence of the realm, 
wich fuch juriſdiction as the court baron now 
hath, of which court the freeholders were 
inftituted the perpernal Ho ” 


| oe mention another 1 where hid 
were bound by no kind of ſervice or rent to a 
ſuperior lord, viz. Lands which were held 

_ © by the church in W 5 


The fact you name is not to be denied. 
But happaly it does not all affect the validity 


„ See Fleta Lib. IV. 6. 15. & VI. 6. 49. Bracton Lib. V. 
4333. See alſe Coke Lyt. Vol. I. page — 
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of that maxim on which, as on a ſolid rock, 
my coloſſean arch is built. For though we 
ſhould admit that land in frank-almoigne was 
held not .only free of rent and ſervice, but of 
every kind of ſtipulation, which is ſuppoſing 
a caſe that never did exiſt in ſo much latitude, 
this further proof will ſtill be wanting to the 


adverſe ſide, - that the land in queſtion Was 


poſſeſſed as conſtitutionally inherent in the 


church, was enjoyed as part and parcel of its 


own peculiar eſſence. No other proof but 
this can make impreſſion; no other efficient 


battery can be placed within reach of the ſtruc- 
ture. Till this engine can be brought to bear 
againſt it, the work is unaſſailable. It ſtands 


and ever muſt remain in {ſtrength and beauty 


undiminiſhed, unimpaired. Now, this inhe- 


rent right you have not proved; this battering 
ram you have not brought into the field, nei- 
ther indeed have you attempted to do ſo. 
But you have manfully, and upon good 
ground, aſſerted this very oppolite truth, viz. 
That the poſſeſſions of the church either flowed 
to them directly from the crown, or indirectly 
through the channel of ſome ſuperior lord. 


_ Your words are theſe :-—* It appears manifeſt 
to me in the courſe of my 2 that the 
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0 endowments of churches and cathedrals, be 
they tithes, oblations, or lands, were royal 
© beneficencies, or the free gifts of well gif- 
« poſed and ſuperſtitious people. Some, in- 
| cc deed, thought proper to reſerve by way | of 
« exemptions from taxes, Oc. part of their 
« donations, and theſe in all likelihood, are. 
* the preſent tithes 1 in diſpute.” 


You direct your attention in the next place 
to the following propoſition: One thing is 
4 perfectly clear, that in all caſes of transfer, 
« nothing is conveyed which is not compriſed 
* in the grant.” You admit this to be a pof- 
tulatum from which neither ſide can with-hold 
its aſſent. And yer you fay a queſtion may 
ariſe, as in the caſe before us, reſpecting the 
quantum of chat property which was meant to 

be conveyed. - | 


But is it not to give every advantage which 
reaſon can expect. —is it not to do all or 
more than juſtice could require, or candor's 
ſelf would recommend,. to admit of that 
conſtruction of the words, which thoſe of 
their own body, their peculiar friends, have 
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all along, by wilful and deliberate acts, 
not once, or twice, or twenty times, but 
evermore declared to be the true intent and 
meaning of the grant And yet theſe pious 
men, Oh fie upon it! ſpite of reaſon, candour, 


juſtice, and to theſe I may ſubjoin, in ſpite of 
honor, conſcience, truth and common ſenſe, 


have laid aſide the evidence of thoſe, whom 


intereſt, duty, inclination, prompted and im- 


pelled to do the very uttermoſt in their behalf, 


becauſe that evidence diſproves their claims. 
Exhibiting by this one ſpecial deed, to public 


view, themſelves, as knaves, or thoſe as fools 


which went before them. 


As to that which is ſaid reſpecting the pre- 


ſcription of the church, it is not intended, by 


what - I have advanced, to moleſt the clergy 
in the peaceable enjoyment of their known 


| rights; my only aim is to overthrow their 


title to novel claims; to put a ſtop to the pre- 
ſent rage of demanding tithe of things i in places 
where they had never before been in payment. 


duch, for inſtance, as the tithe of agiſtment, 


which in many parts where it is now claimed, 


was altogether unknown till the clergy of late 
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attempted to introduce it. The pretence for 


England; not conſidering that where it is paid, 


mountain, who can believe that the clergy, 


intereſt as not to diſcern their right, or ſeeing 
it, that they had generoſity enough to make 
us a preſent of their property during ſo long a 


man belief, that any perſon who weighs it, 
will find himſelf inclined to claſs it OOTY the 
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which is this — hat it is paid in other parts of 


there it is e by cuſtom immemorial 
and long poſſeſſion: or rather not admitting 
che plea; for the preſent doctrine of the 
church maintains an equal right diffuſed over 
the whole body, which though not exerciſed, 
is exerciſeable at pleaſure. But that man muſt 
have more faith than would ſuffice to move a 


till this time, were either ſo blind to their own 


e aan 


ſpace. This is a circumſtance fo highly im- 
probable, fo far exceeding the bounds of hu- 


number of phy ſic al 1 im poſſibilities. 


In confidering the two caſes, the great gif- 
ficulty which we find on the part of church, 
is to reaſon ourſelves fairly into a belief of 
'® The manner of payment of tithes is for the moſt part go 
yerned, as biſhop Gibſon obſeryes in his — page 706, by 
the cuſtom of every pariſh, 
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their right. On the part of the laity the 
greater difficulty occurs to reaſon ourſelves out 


of it. The features of the layman's plea ap- 
near ſo ſtrong, and carry ſuch conviction to 
the mind from their likeneſs to truth, that they 
have hitherto been deemed ſufficient to deter 
every conſcientious clergyman from medling in 
the buſineſs. Neither will any ſuch be pre- 


niled upon to quit the beaten path, till ſome 


ſatisfactory reaſon is nue why their pre- 


deceſſors, who have diſcovered upon all other 
occaſions the moſt tender concern for the rights 
of the church, whoſe jealous eyes were ever 


on the watch to guard its property, have con- 


ducted themſelves in ſo ſtrange a manner, have 
acted ſo weak and inconſiſtent a part, as to 
train their attention to dues the moſt diminu- 
tive, to rake the very kennels of their rights in 
other inſtances, yet leave thoſe richer ſtreams. 


of which we treat to flow for ages to another 


ue. Till ſach time therefore as they receive 


atisfation on this head, I may venture to ſay 


that no conſcientious clergyman will make the 
claim, rightly judging from the long and peace- 


able poſſeſſion of the laity, from the ſilent, 
minterrupted approbation of thoſo whoſe duty 
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by this diſcovery, from that attention to their 


| own body, who haye gone before them, the 


| bable conjecture, the reaſon why the laity arc 


right 1 in the caſe before us. 


ſity of preſerving other evidence of a right, 
than that which was thus written as it were | 
in the memory, printed and engraved upon 


Into the honeſt imagination of human beings, 


was not made for ſuch a contingency. Wil 


( 456 


it was to diſprove the right. from the known 
vigilance of the parties who were to benefit 


intereſt which never before was impeached, 
that in the clear conviction of all thoſe of their 


clergy have no title whateyer to the tithes in 
. 


1 mill now explain to you, by a very | pro- 


not furmſhed with more direct evidence of their 


In ir . the . notoriety of the fact, 
and in all ſucceeding times the quiet poſſeſſion, 
might. well be ſuppoſed to ſupercede the neceſ- 


the very hearts of men. Neither cookd] it enter 


much leſs of chriſtians to conceive, that at any 
period of time, the profeſſors of ſanity would 
do a deed in face of day as profligate and ſhame» 
leſs, as to give us reaſon to lament that proviſion 


5 | > bod 1 4 ; , 
” y "OR, % N - 3 
"oh * A ; 7 


' this ſuffice, - or ſhall 1 be told in Shylock's 
i 7 ior a ot 
1 Till thou Re tail the jeal from off my bnd : 


40 « Thou but offend"ſt 85 3 to ſpeak | ſo loud, 


But I mA not ba flenced' by fuck an an- 
ſwer, for well I know that ſuch as are wort 
convincing, will be convinced and own it too, 


f truth is with me. And ſo to proceed. 


have thus far laboured to prove that novel 
claims are vain and futile ; and for this reaſon 
principally, that the law of the land guarantees 
to us the enjoyment of our immunities, no leſs 
than it does to the church their cuſtomed pay- 
ments. But churchmen are pleaſed to ſay 
there is ſomething peculiar in their ſituation 


which difters from ours, tor that we through. 


ime may loſe our right which cannot befal the 


church. Admitting this, they ſay further, that 
tithes are theirs by common-right, and therefore 


the portion of them which we have detained, 
ad they think fit to claim, muſt be yielded vp. 


But what do they mean by common-right diſ- 
int from common-law ? I fay diſtin, for one 
and the ſame they cannot be, if common-right 
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will do that for them which common-law wilt 
not do for us; for that would be nothing ſhert 


of making the ſame cauſe produce oppoſite 
effects, which will not paſs, except they plead 
what their brethren of old would not have 
ſcrupled,-—* The courſe of nature W to 
co tete their —— 0 


But ; forioutty ſpeaking, if e With 


reſpect to them, is the fame as commomlaw 


with reſpect to us, the whole on either fide is 
reduced into cuſtom. Then what will follow? 
That as cuſtom againſt cuſtom cannot be plead- 


ed, ſo neither can common right againſt con: 
 mon-law. To give their plea the advantage 


they claim, it is neceſſary for them to produce 
a ſtatute, by which with reſpect to us the 


viſual courſe of common-law is expreſsly batted, 


For common=right would elſe be greater thit 
common-law, which cannot be granted, for 
nothing is greater but ſtatute law. All they 
can ſay therefore amounts but to this, that the 
right by which they claim, and that by Wich 
we hold is fairly balanced; but then the ad. 
vantage is certainly ours, by nine poi out of 
ten who ane the * 


. 1 * 
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my opinion, which ſol ves the problem of paſt for- 


the crown, — a truth at preſent but dimly ſeen, 


1 
But you ſay in anſwer, That the miſchief 
« js deeper ſeated than I imagine, that the 
« remedy propoſed will never reach it, that 
« the plea adduced would ſerve us well, and 
« prove a good defence in every other caſe, but 


« fails us here, becauſe we cannot frame a title _— 


« by common-law to tithe poſſeſſions.“ 


Then let it be fo, and let it be ſaid, ſince no- 
thing ſhort will give content that we have enjoy- 
ed theſe tithes by uſurpation ; and that time, nor 


cuſtom, nor conſent of ages can correct and ſanc- 
tify this wrong. Admitting this in all its force, ir 
goes no further than to our deprivation. It will 


not go to ſubſtantiate their claim, for that would 43 


be ſaying, that all is theirs which is not ours, 


which | is not proving but begging the queſtion. S 


2:4} Then whoſe 1 IS the ai you alk, to . 
66 property claimed if neither theirs nor ours.“ 


That n anſwered developes a truth, in 


bearance.— The right is the Kings, it dwells in 


which prompts the party to take advantage, but 
R 2 
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perfectly clear and well defined, when they were 


induced to acquieſce. Then how will the matter 
ſtand on that ſuggeſtion? That they who claim 


can make no title. — That we who hold can 0 
make no title, but under the title which was in F 
the crown transferred to us by the late Nullum h 
Tempus bill. By which deciſive act, theſe dor. c 
mant claims became extinct, or paſſing to us be- f 
came annexed, rivetted, and finally ſecured to it 
the feveral e of the land. c 
And now that I have had time to be my g 
thoughts, I am {till of the ſame opinion. I verily u 
think as ever that the plea is concluſive againſt Wl la 
the church. For the King you know is a mixt a 
perſon, and not incapable of tithes as ſimple lay- a 
men are ſaid to be; of courſe the plea of Nullum e 
Tempus which they ſet up, and on which they 
inſiſt as concluſively binding againſt us, will not 
avail them on this occaſion, inaſmuch as it can- re 
not be brought into play to deprive the crown; Ml © 
it has no root but in the incapacity of the perſon f 
againſt whom it is urged to take tithes in his Ml o 
own right, none but ſpiritual perſons, as the Ml v 
pretend, being ſo entitled; but the King in the a 
eye of the law is a ſpiritual perſon, and there- 18 
fore the King is * of tithes. 1 


| 


5 (ab 
Jou next aſſail me with the following queſ- 
tion. By what title then have we held 
« theſe tithes from the crown? By grant.” 
Perhaps we might, but I do not fay ſo. Per- 
haps by uſurpation, or by ſufferance of the 
crown. But be this as it may, it makes no dif- 
ference with reſpe& to our preſent title. For 
it is now out of the power of the crown to re- 
claim them from us, which ever way we came 
poſſeſt,----juſt as much as it is out of the power 
of the church to claim them from the crown, 
which ever way the crown came by them, by 
lapſe, ſurrender, . or reſerve. For now the 
crown can no more plead the Nullum Tempus 
againſt us, than the church can plead it, or 
ever could againſt the crown. 


When we view the ſubject as here traced out, 
reſiſtance on our part will no longer appear to 
be the mere ſimple conſideration of ſelf de- 
tence ; we ſhall find ourſelves called upon by 
other duties, by gratitude to him that gave as 
well as by love to the conſtitution to repel an 
attack, to ward a blow where the crown itſelf 
is in the line of direction. Not wittingly per- 
haps, I will not yet ſay wittingly in that direc- 
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tion, but all men will ſay ſo, and will be 
juſtified in what they ſay after this explanation 
and the caution it conveys, if they do not forth- 


with deſiſt from their purpoſe, if they do not 
from that which is now imparted, abjure ſhei- 


lawleſs their diſloyal claim. For perſeverance 


from this time forward will change its com- 


plexion, the plea of purſuing a doubtful right 
with a fair intention, will hold no longer ; but 


this will hold, as the only conſtruction which 


can be put on ſuch proceedings, that their 
contrivance 1s not ſo ſhallow as we conceived 


it to be, but takes for its aim the life of the 


ſtate. And therefore if they diſdaining all ad- 
moniſhment, if they like moths that ſcorn the 


friendly warning hand perſiſt in their deſign, 


and needs will ruſh into the flame which mult 
conſume them, there is no way of ac- 
counting for ſach conduct, there 1s no better 


apology to be made for them, than that which 


is couched in the words of the Motto to this 
Publication. To which, as it will then be truly 
and awfully pictureſque of their loſt condition, 


I beg leave to refer” you. 
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OT altogether conforming to the words, 

but perfectly in the ſpirit of your reſo-— 
tion, the High Sheriff has printed, for the 
more ſari factor) information of the Public, the 
whole proceedings of the County Meeting, held 
at Morpeth the 22d ult. He felt at firſt ſome 
heſitation in this caſe, from the dread of im- 
propriety reſpecting the previous publication of 
the intended Petition ; but this was ſoon over- 
come, when he conſidered that it was here ſub- 
mitted to you in a ſtate of preparation only, and 
approach to perfection, and not as a finiſhed 
piece, already becoming the dignity and wiſ- 
dom of thoſe to approve, who are ultimately 
to fit in Judgment upon Its 
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Knowing the value of good foundations, he 
has ſpared no pains upon this occaſion to lay 
them deep, and, as he thinks, on living rock 
«—--but of this you will judge. In the choice of 
materials, the preference has been given to 
thoſe of greateſt weight and ſtrength, and all 
the little ſkill, of which he is maſter, has been 
exerted to range them advantageouſly, 

 Frufting, therefore, to your candour and 
diſcernment, he has ventured to lay the Peti- 
tion before you, ſuch as it is, that he may re- 
ceive it again from your hands at ſome future 
Pp of meeting, juch as it ought 70 be. 


He is forry to find that ſome ſerious objec 
has been made tothe wording of the notice * by 


* The NOTICE as follows, 


To the FREEHOLDERS of the County of 
NORTHUMBERLAND, 


Fo WBERRY-TOWER 
| Now, 24, 1 784. 
GENTLEMEN, N 


Tux Encroachments which have been made, and are daily 
making by the Clergy on your landed Property is a circumſtance 
of ſo much ſerious alarm, that I think it my duty to call y® 
together, in order to take the ſame under conſideration. 16 


1 
which the County was convened on the late oc- 
caſion, it having been cenſured, as needleſsly 
offenſive to ſome; and as unintelligible to ozhers. 


In anſwer to which he can only aſſure you, 


that the matter alluded to by the word en- 
croachment, was ſo familiar to himſelf, and was 
beſides of ſuch public notoriety, that he did not 
entertain the ſmalleſt ſuſpicion of having left 
thereby, as alledged, his meaning in the dark, 
otherwiſe he would certainly have accompanied 
it with a proper explanation. 


As to the other part of the charge, he can 
ately lay, that it was not in his intention to 


give offence, though he muſt acknowledge it 
id occur to him that offence might poſlibly be 
taken. Under this impreſſion, he would wil- 
ingly have relinquiſhed the word in queſtion, 


but he could not poſleſs himſelf of another to ſuit 


his purpoſe. No other could be found which 


therefore appoint a Meeting for that ſingle purpoſe to be held at 


me Town-Hall in Morpeth, on Wedneſday the 22d day of 


December next, at the hour of Twelve at Noon. 
I am, 
| GENTLEMEN, | 
Your molt devoted humble Servant, 


FRANCIS BLAKE, SnERI rr. 


„ 0. 
pointed out, and was declaratory, at the mate 
time, of his ſenſe of the claims; and, there- 
fore, none elſe could be ſubſtituted, which 
would at once embrace the object, and his OWn 


OY 
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He 8 himſelf that this explanation will 
plead his ſufficient apology, reſting his hope 
upon this ground, that he has yet credit enough 
with the Church to be believed, when he fayz, 
that he would not have thus produced-himſelt 
in oppoſition to their claims, had he not been 
convinced in his own mind, that the Clerg) 
have made, and are ſtill making encroachments, or 
gradual advances upon the rights of others. ' "lth 
no LEED I 
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And obedient Servant, uuf 


fert 


FRANCIS BLAKE, Sterif. Mc... 
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Town-Hall, and the Sheriff having taken 
his ſeat, he roſe and addreſſed the Meeting as 
follows: br 


GENTLEMEN, 


I have taken upon me, by virtue of my 


office, to aſſemble you together, and I have 


rentured to do ſo under this perſuaſion, that 
although J have hitherto failed of ſucceſs in 


relpect of my main deſign, * your diſappro- 
lation did not extend to that part of it which 
has reference to the preſent queſtion of Tithes ; 


ſo far from it, that 1 have every reaſon to be- 


eve, J failed only in that particular, becauſe 
the ſubject was entangled with matter, for 


ſufficiently ſharpened by what we have fuf⸗ 
fered. But no more of this----I informed you, 
ventlemen, in N Advertiſement, that this 


* see the Aen. 


HE Company being aſſembled in the 


whoſe reliſh our appetites are not even as get 
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day ſhould be devoted wholly. to the ſubject 
of Tithes, and I mean that it ſhould be ſo. It 
is on the faith of that declaration that you have 
done me ſo much honour by your appearance this 
da I will not, therefore, deviate therefrom 

in Be ſmalleſt tittle. To do otherwiſe than! 
em e could anſwer no purpoſe but to heap 
at once diſgrace and diſappointment upon my 
bead]; for, though I bluſh to think how flen- 
der is my ſtock of knowledge, yet this I know 
full well, from my own temper and dilpoſition, 
from the experience which I have had of others, 
and beſt of all, from the evidence of hiſtoric 
facts, how impoſſible a thing it is to prevail 
upon Engliſhmen. to do any thing againſt the 
grain. Their love, their rage of indepen- 
dence is ſuch, that they will rather ſubmit to all 
the inconyeniences of evil, than take a good 
- otherwiſe than of their own free choice. This 
is the kind of ſpirit which foreigners condemn 
in us, but I think it is through envy of it, that 
they do fo, for what riſk can there be of its 
leading us materially wrong, while it is coun 
terbalanced with ſo much national good-ſenſe! 
For my own part, Iam ſo far from finding 
fault with it, that I give it praiſe in the higheſt; 
1 conſider it as the root out of which our liberty 


F - 
has rung, and by which it is ſtained. Theſe 
are ſentiments, Gentlemen, which are incom- 
patible with any intention to preſume, or deſire 
to dictate to you, in the ſmalleſt degree; and, 
ſuch as they are, I truſt it will ever be ſaid of 
me, that my conduct has kept pace with them. 
On a late occaſion you can all bear witneſs, that 
[perſiſted no longer than I had reaſon to be- 
leve you gave tne encouragement. And now 
Jam ſo jealous of my proceedings, leſt they 
might be ſuſpected to wear am appearance of 
the kind, that I ſhall not even take adyantage 
of my ſituation, previouſly to obtrude my 
thoughts upon you; but will leave the field 
open for any Gentleman to enter, hoping that 
ſome plan or propoſition will be brought for- 
ward, which will render it quite unneceſſary 
for me to do any thing more than concur with 
you in one Oy determination to _— | 


The Sheriff having nee his ſeat, an in- 
terval of ſilence enſued; and as there did not 
appear to be a diſpoſition in any Gentleman to 
open his mind upon the ſubject, Mr. Watſon, 
of North Seaton, aroſe, and addreſſing himſelf 
to the Sheriff, gave him thanks for the trouble 
and pains he had taken to ſerve his Country, 


a> 


a9) 
hoped he would perſevere for the ſake of my 
gion, the peace of ſociety, and the happineſ 
of the kingdom; and requeſted him to fa. 


vour the Meeting with his ann upon the 
* IA 88 


This neceſſarily calling up whe Sheriff: again, 
he repeated his deſire to have been permitted 
to reſerve himſelf; yet, in obedience to the 


mild commands which had been laid upon him 


by the Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, in requeſt 
ing his ſentiments, he would no longer heſitate 
to give them the trouble of hearing what he 
had to offer upon this moſt intereſting queſtion 
of Tithes. He then * as follows: 10 


Before I had taken the pains which Ire 
n. done to inform myſelf, my mind had 
long laboured with a doubt on which ſide of the 
queſtion juſtice ſhould declare herſelf. I had 
therefore two motives to induce me to enter 
upon the inveſligation of this difficult point; 
my firſt was to advance religion, and promote 


the peace of ſociety, by putting an end to the 


diſputes between the Clergy and the Laity, 
one way or other. My next was to gratif/ 


my own feelings by the ſolution of a doubt, 


„„ „ 


* "4 


for of all other ſenſations, that of a doubt, to 
me; is the moſt diſtreſſing. Taking truth, 
therefore, for my aim and my object, I ſet 
out in purſuit of it, diveſting myſelf as much as 
poſſible of all prejudice and partiality, and fully 
determined, where-ever I ſhould find it, whe- 


While I was muſing with myſelf in what 


manner it were beſt to proceed in this buſineſs, 


a diſpute, which would admit of no accom- 
modatzon, aroſe between the Rev. Mr. Whin- 
field, myſelf, and other proprietors of the 
land in the Chapelry of Cornhill, reſpecting 
the payment of Tiches. 


ne pleaſure when I heard that Mr. Whinkield 
had taken up the reſolution of referring the 
matter to the decifon of the Court of Exche- 


quer- I flattered myſelf that, in the progreſs 


of that trial, my eyes would be opened to new 
diſcoveries. But unfortunately, by ſome miſ- 
management on our part, no proper defence 
was ſet up-—the great point was never argued, 
and a decree was given, almoſt without ſtrik- 
ing a ow,” in favour of Mr. Whinſield. 
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ther on this or that, to bear teſtimony to its 
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And as the nature of 
tis claim involved the general queſtion, it gave 
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From the circumſtances of the caſe here re. 
lated, you may be well aſſured, Gentlemen, 
that this deciſion could give me no fatisfaction, 
My ſcruples remained the fame. What was 
next to be done? It occurred to me that al- 
though Mr. Whinfield was the oſtenſible perſon, 
he was not the firſt mover of this machine,. 
he was only an inſtrument in the hands of the 
Dean and Chapter of Durham, of whom he 
held a leafe of Tithes, under colour of which 
he had ſet up thoſe claims, which were then, 
and are {till conteſted. I determined, there 
fore, to open a correſpondence with the Dean 
and Chapter of Durham upon the ſubject, hop- 
ing, by means of their candid communications, 
to come at the truth. But in this expedtation 
] was moſt egregiouſly deceived !-—-Wrapping 
themſelves up in darkneſs and in myſtery, they 

anſwered my queſtions only in general terms; 
and, when I endeayoured to bring them cloſer 
to the point, they referred me for their ulli. 


matum to the late deciſion of the court of 
Exchequer. 5 ; 


Nothing now remained but an appeal to the 
Houſe of Lords. I ſat myſelf down to frame 
- one-- It is here in my hand-—drawn in my 
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own name; it could not, indeed, be other- 
wiſe, for no one elſe was privy to the applica- 
tion which was made to the Dean and Chapter 
of Durham; and it is owing to my failure in 
that laſt expected ſource of information and re- 
dre, that I plead the neceſſity of troubling the 
Houſe. This circumſtance, however, need be 
no hindrance to your ſapport ; neither indeed 
will it weaken the effect of the petition ; on the 
contrary, it will give it ſtrength, as backed 
by your approving, it will have more weight, 
than if it had even originated with yourſelves. 


T have only further to obſerve, that you will 
ind in the framing of this appeal, I have 
been much indebted to the laſt edition of that 
Pamphlet which I had -the honour of recom- 
nending to your notice. The arguments 
which are there made uſe of, I have endea- 
vured to apply and reduce to practice. And 
now, Gentlemen, having ſaid all that is ne- 
ceſſary by way of preface, 1 ſhall proceed, un- 
der favour of your further indulgence, to read 
the Petition. This being aſſented to, the She- 
iff read as follows: 


— 
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Ontlines of an intended Petition, by way of appeal 
ro the "Houſe of Lords, from a late decifinn 
of the Court of Exchequer, reſpecbing the 
Payment of Tithes, humbly ſubmitted to the 
ſenſe of the Freeholders of the County f 
Northumberland. 


THAT your Petitioner and Appellant is 
diſturbed in the peaceable enjoyment. of his 
property, by the Rev. Mr, Whinfield, a Leſſee 
of Tithes, held under the Dean and Chapter 
of Durham, ariſing from Land in the Chapelry 
of Cornhill, within the pariſh of Norham, in 
the county of Durham. 


That the ſaid Mr. Whinfield, under cin 

of his leaſe, laid claim to certain T ithes which 

never were in payment, nor ever before in 

demand, within his particular diſtri&t, and was 

reſiſted therein by your Petitioner, and other 
Proprietors of the Land. 


That the ſaid Mr. Whinfield, dere in- 
ſtituted a Suit in the Court of Exchequer, to 
enforce the payment of the ſaid Tithes. 
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. 
That the Court of Exchequer decreed in 


favour of the Leſſee, Mr. Whinfield, the Plain- 
tiff in the Suit. 


That your Petitioner was diſſatisfied with 
this decree; not, however merely becauſe it 
was given againſt him, but becauſe it carried 
no conviction to his mind. 


That under this dilemma, hoping to recelve 
ſatisfaction in one way or other, from the can- 
dour and juſtice of ſo reſpectable a body, your 
Petitioner made application to the Dean and 
Chapter of Durham, requeſting to be informed, 
whether Mr. Whinfield laid claim to the Tithe 
of Agiſtment, and other Tithes, which are 
novel, in reſpect of the place, by virtue of 
any power derived from them to the ſaid Mr. 
Whinfield; and in ſuch caſe, intreated them 
with earneſtneſs, but great reſpect, to put 
an end to the preſent diſgraceful warfare, either 
by tranſmitting to him a copy of ſuch par- 
ticular clauſe or clauſes in their deed of endow- 
ment, as appeared to them to be in proof of 
their right; or otherwiſe, in default of ſuch 
proof, to interpoſe their great authority, and 
thereby ſilence claims. 
8 3 
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fect: That they were entitled to all manner 


of the obſervation, * that it would be highly 
** Improper to interpoſe their authority, to 


. it would have been equally 


be pleaſed to put an end to this diſgracetul | 


or otherwiſe, in default of ſuch proof, to in- 


progreſs of wrong. Preſuming, however, by 


( ” ) 


. Whoſe dreadful ad affrights the W. 
From her propriety.—— 


4 


That the Dean and Chapter of Durham made 
afſwer in general terms, to the following ek. 


of ithes of Cornhill, by their endowment. 
that they had granted all their i:tereſt in the 
ſmall Tithes: to Mr. Whinfield ; and that it 
would be highly improper to interpoſe their 
authority, to impede the proſecution of right, 


7 „ az 


That your Petitioner admitted the propricty 


impede the proſecution of right,“ and 
ſtrengthened the ſame with this additional 


uabecoming of him, to have aſked it. His 
requeſt, however, was this, — that they would 


warfare, either by cer.ification of their right; 


terpoſe their authority, in a caſe that would 
ſeem to become them, by putting a ſtop to the 


their anſwer, that the ſteps which we been 


6 


uch by weir tenant, Mr. Whinfield, were 
approved by the Chapter, your Petitioner im- 
, portuned them, to diſcloſe the ground work 
of their preſent perſuaſion, which implied, that 
all thoſe who have gone before them, were 
either ignorant-of their duty, and intereſt, or 
wilfully neglected them. As alſo to explain, 
by what new power of perception, they who 
are the moſt remote, have been able to diſco- 
ver the parts of an object, which were inviſible 
to thoſe who were neareſt at hand. 


That the Dear: aud Chapter Fa Durtam,- 
ſignified to your Petitioner, that they had 
nothing further to add to their former anſwer, 
except that it ſeemed to have been ſufficiently 
declared by the Court of Exchequer, in their 
late deciſion, what is the Dean and Chapter's 
right of Tithes under their endowment. 


That no hope remaining of any redreſs to be 
expected from the good offices of the Dean and 
Chapter of Durham, your Petitioner truſts, 
he will ſtand excuſed for the trouble he may 
occaſion to your Lordſhips by this appeal, the 
merits of which he now propoſes briefly to lay 
before you in the following manner : 


a * 8 
N Fr 4 R N . « 34 a 5g & N N 
% * „ % bk et 3 28 vo oy : N * N k 
ON "WT? 1 * n * l 9 1 $ 9 
1 OP. 3 22 ** SE % . 
\ e 
* * 9 7 


) 
That your Petitioner, his Anceſtors, and all 
* thole whoſe Eſtate he hath in the ſaid pre miſes, 
. have time out of mind poſſeſſed and enjoyed, 
= without moleſtation, the right in queſtion, x 
_—— part * parcel of their own inheritance. 


That the Dean and Chapter of Durban, 
or their Leſſee for the time being, have al 
along accepted, without murmuring or com- 
plaint, that payment of Tithes, either in 
money or kind, which . has regularly been 
made, year after year, from the date of their 
endowment, till the commencement of this 
unhappy diipute, in full ſatisfaction of all 

demands. 95 5 5 


That your Petitioner thinks himſelf war- 
ranted to ſay, from this recital of fads, 
that the decree which was given in favor of 
the Leſſee, was not what it pretended to be, 
and ought to have been, a fair interpretation 
of the common law of the land, but, on the 
contrary, was a partial adjudication of. that 
law, inaſmuch as the operation of it, in 

favor of your Petitioner, was not conſidered, 
or not ſuffered to take effect, in fecuring WW 
his property. | HE At c 
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Tn the firſt place—That the Court of Ex- 
chequer did not ſupport, as it ſhould have 
done, by this proceeding, but did trample 
under their feet, the common law of the land, 
is manifeſt from this conſideration, to which 
every attention ought to have been paid, but 
none was given, viz. That the common 
« law of the land guarantees to the party thoſe 
% poſſeſſions which have been held immemo- 
« rially without moleſtation.” This is fo ge- 
neral a rule, that there is now but one only 
remaining exception, which operates in favor 
of the church, where it can ſhew a title, or 
prove itſelf to have been heretofore in legal 
poſſeſſion of that which is now claimed; but 
as this was neither done, nor even attempted 
to be done in the caſe before us, it was not a 
caſe in point, it did not apply as an exception ; 
and therefore the claimant was by no power 
entitled to a decree in his favor, But in this the 
Barons were not to blame, who framed their 
decree from the pleadings betore them, and for 
aught that appeared there to the contrary, thoſe 
points were clear in the — 


And ſecendly, That the Court of Exchequer 
did not diſtribute impartial juſtice, when it ſet 


= « 
nn oa 
- 


oY * * Y 
* * ' 
9 
5 2 d * 


* * * . 
Aa - 3 3 * 
3 n r 


, o — 
M + ths Ry Rs Hoot... 
— * . - '% ; 
. N 7 ©. th 
, . 


: 


{ 202 } 


aſide your Petitioner's title, to make room for 
that of the Dean and Chapter of Durham, is 
apparent from the following obſervation: . 
That there were two titles before the Court, 
both of which affected to reſt upon the ſame 
ground, the common law of the land. That 
the one was overſet which had proof. of its 
footing; that the other, which had no proof, 


obtained a footing, which it never had before, 


by the award of the Court. But neither in 


this were the Barons to blame ſince nothing 


was ſaid to ſupport the one or impeach the 


other title. 


That the proof of your Petitioner's right 
conſiſted, as has already been ſhewn, in 
peaceable immemorial poſſeſſion, which was 


ſorely enough to have entitled him to that 


protection, which he did not find tn the lays 
of his country. 


That the title of the Dean and Chapter, was 
raked from amongſt the rubbiſh of church pre- 
ſcription, with which, however, it had no con- 
nection, and, therefore, had it not been as it 
were extrajudicially upheld, would have fallen 
to the ground, a careleſs ruin, 
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That for want of ſufficient confidence to 
look it fairly in the face, it is we ourſelves 
that have foſtered the evil of which we com- 
plain. We took it on truſt of their report, 
that the Church Preſcription was an object of 
terror, whereas in fact it is mild and inoffenfive 
as any precept of that Religion to which it is 
related. Miſtaking it however for an inſt ru- 
ment of annoyance in the hands of a fkilful de- 
termined practitioner, we kept ourſelves at ſo 
awful a diſtance no eye could diſcern the im- 
poſition upon our ſenſes; and had we not 
made advances it had not been known as yet, 
that what they brandiſhed and made us believe 
was a flaming ſword, had neither point nor 
edge to do us miſchĩef. 


That your Petitioner ſpeaks here with refe- 
rence to a late publication, entitled, a Propoſal _ 
for the Liquidation of the National Debt, the 
Abolition of Tithes, and the Reform of the 
Church Revenue, which little work abounds 
with hints on all thoſe various heads, which 
lay ſome claim to your Lordſhip's notice. 


That, in tracing the ſubject, which forms 
the ground of the preſent diſpute, the author in 
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queſtion has bared to view that fatal error, which 
has drawn along with it a world of miſchief. 


That the error al aded to reſpects an opinion 


which has gone forth, that there is no diſeri- 


mination between the preſcription of the crown, 
and that of the church; whereas, in fact, the 


preſcription of the church differs from, and is 
inferior to the preſcription of the crown. The 


one involving an idea of a right, which proves 


itſelf, becauſe it is inherent the other of a 


right which waits the proof, if called in quel- 
tion, becauſe .it is acquired.' By comparing 


the practice with the principle here laid down, 
we ſee clearly why preſcription was wont to 
operate as a matter of courſe, where no title 
could be ſhewn to bar the crown; we ſee like- 


wiſe with what little propriety and ſhew of 
juſtice, the like extent was allowed in the late 


deciſions to the preſcription of the church; had 


the right been equal, the reſignation on our 
part had been equal alſo; but ſu "was the 
wrong, that, like an antipathy, we held it in 
abhorrence, ' though we knew not why. 


That of late years it has grown into uſe 
with certain divines, in order at any rate to 
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compaſs their end, and levy upon us, to ſet 
all thoſe conſiderations at nought, which men 


of virtue have ever deemed moſt worthy their 
attention. The conſequence ha 3 been that by 


ſome of thoſe, whoſe duty an 
delight it ſhould have been to harmonize the 
world, by ſome of thoſe deſcending from their 
ſphere, the peace of ſociety has been diſturbed 
religion deſpiſed-—the law diſgraced and 
nature itſelf turned topſy turvy. That which 


is the ſervant has been dubbed the maſter-—- 
that which is the child has been called the 


father----that has been found which never was 


loſt, This is no exaggeration, but truly and 


literally the'Ttate of the caſe; for what elle is 
this boaſted preſcription, but merely the ſer- 


vant and child of right? Yet ſtrange to tell, it 


has not only been made to take place of, but 
pender and produce that very right to which i it 
is indebted for its own exiſtence. And thus it 
is that by our defect of worldly wiſdom, or by 
their ſurcharge, the Clergy have had the ad- 

dreſs to graſp at and gain poſſeſſions, to which 
they had not in ſtrictneſs any manner of right, 
have affected to find and arrogate Tithes which 


were not loſt by them, nor ever loſt at all till 


now by us. : 


whoſe prime 


* 
. 
- 
0 " £ x 
8 * 1 
= - « * 
ef - . g 2 0 
— 
« ' ; . 
; . \ % . 9 * N f — * 
1 . D - — * * r * a 2 
! b — 3 — 8 * 3 8 % 2 1 1 
7 > _ 5 2 3 x ] 
* * 5 13 \ * 1 1 8 \ - ant af "tans 
” ? TH 1 . y . —̃ 
P ' r 1 8 _ Z 
f - 3 3 32 "© \ a . 
* ” p i * ” . as 2 2 6 pr 
- 8 i * 8 . N Z - 4 2 1 7 = . — „ RS, 3b, 7 2 e 
** Sx id. 1 _ 8 C n , * gd * 1 3 ow; 1 8 at) L * N _ — 
VIP ut =; , 1 nn . oY . maths 6 4 ers - vet oa, * R * at eG 8 ts 4 2 7 2 
* - : * * * A 5 2 Q TA 2 . n 8 
"Pt 2 =h CE "hs we 4 2 1 5 - 5 — * , N 
ERS p SS £ * 2 3 . > . — — — 8 
" ” 4 1 — — a : 


„2320 . 
ee 8 n 


$2066 
F' * 


r . 8 22 , 
dt h «˙ 
323 3 3 . 
* vs. — 


* 9 POL: we ” * ” * 4 g 75 e * - " 
7 9 PO" 5 * _ l 4 " & 2 2 * 22 — 3 K. F # ro M 
x Oe - * 4 * = f 18 — P ES > a : * . 
„ * 757 — ** 4 
* a : * 5 mY i 5 
2 0 
3 , | 


(2860) 
That, to your Petitioner has been imputed 
the guilt of an attempt to moleſt the Clergy, 


in the peaceable enjoyment of their juſt rights; 
but he humbly conceives your Lordſhips are by 


this time thoroughly convinced, it is not a 
charge which applies to him. Certain it is, 
that no ſuch attack has been made on his part, 


neither can any one fay that he has enliſted 
bimſelf a volunteer in the preſent diſpute, but 


guite the contrary. —-He has been dragged into 


the field by his adverſary, and all he has done, 


is to endeavour to defend himſelf, and throw 
back upon his antagoniſt the guilt which be- 
longs to the firſt FOR | 


That your Petitioner is fo far from having 


harboured deſigns to narrow the fair preten- 


tions of the Church, that he has at all times, 


and upon all occaſions, ſtood up in defence of 
their claims, as far as truth and common ſenſe 
would bear bim out; ever free to confeſs, 
where loß of right is clearly proved, that the 
_ preſcription of the Church is competent to its 


recovery. And then only turning refractory, 


when it was required of him to ſubſcribe to a 


propoſition, which bears upon the face of it, 


broad and ſelf evident marks of abſurdity, for 


Cs 


what better is that propoſition, which ſtates, 
that preſcription will help any man to that, 
which no man ever poſſeſſed in the ſame pre- 
dicament with himſelf. 


That your Petitioner begs leave to diſclaim 
all unworthy motives to reſiſtance, and to 
| affure your Lordſhips that he has not conducted 
himſelf, in the preſent buſineſs, either wan- 
tonly or perverſely ; but has acted all along, 
as now, under the influence of a ſtrong con- 
viction, that the proper defence againſt the 
claims of the Clergy, is to put them upon 
proof of former poſſeſſion, and that the pro- 
per criterion by which to eſtimate thoſe claims, 
is to canvas the proof; confiding, therefore, 
in the wiſdom and juſtice of the Houſe, he 
craves, with all humility, your Lordſhips de- 
termination of the following points : 


te Whether the Preſcription of the Church 
* was properly applied to the preſent diſpute, 
no proof having been brought of former 
7 poſſeſſion ? 


And, whether the Court of Exchequer, 
by making a decree, under fuch circum- 
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« ſtances, in Favour of the Leſſee, did not 
decree againſt the common law of the land; 


« degrading that law, making it ſubſervien 


* to a miſtaken conſtruction of Church Pre- 


« ſcription, or in other words, ſetting up 


40 the Preſcription of the Church, paramount 


* to all other conſiderations of right, which 
* is Feeding a Vulture with the vitali Ll the 
« State. 


Meeting, obſerved, that it was his firſt inten- 


tion to have cloſed his appeal at this period; 
but in taking it further under conſideration, 


it ſtruck him that all this would avail him no- 
thing, while the preſent prevailing opinion re- 


mained, That Laymen cannot, at any rate, pre- 
ſcribe againſt the Church; and that, therefore, 


he had thought it neceſſary, with intent to re- 


move the difficulty, to ſubjoin what follows. 


That in the common courſe of buſineſs, your 
Petitioner might here have ventured to cloſe 


his defence, as thinking himſelf ſufficiently. 
fortified, but in this concern he had erred 


* The common law hath no controller in any part of it bet 
the high court of Parliament, Coke Lyt, Vol, I. page 11 5. 


- Here the Sheriff, addreſfing kümfelf to the 
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moſt fatally, had he ſo determined; for what is 
argument, what is reaſon, or what is common 


law, together wars ing on his ſide, when oppoſed 
to ſtronger prejudice, operating upon conſcien 
tous minds, in favour of the Church? Prepoſ- 
ſeſſed of an opinion, that Preſcription. cannot be 


pleaded againſt the claims of the Clergy, of 


what advantage can it be to your Petitioner, 


while this conceit remains, to call your Lord- 
ſhips attention to a fact, clear as proof of holy 
- writ, but which carries along with it no evidence 


of his right ?---Here lies the rub- It is owing 
to this circumſtance, to the dread and currency 
of this vulgar error, that Laymen have hither- 
to been ſo backward to engage, and ſo weak 


in reſiſtance. Wanting confidence in their cauſe, 


prejudging defeat, they have not dared to re- 


connoitre their ground, or make obſervation 


upon the enemy, but have entered the field un- 


acquainted with its paſſes, more than half over - 
come by their own apprehenſions; neither can 
any one have reaſonable hope of better ſucceſs, 
while this idea reſts upon his mind, or what is 


worſe, if ſach would be the caſe, while your 
Lordſhips remain under the influence of the ſame 


rooted opinion. With this impreſſion ſtampt 
and une ffaced, without proſpect of eraſing it, 
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( 290.) 
what elſe had it been but madneſs in your Peti- 
tioner, to have ſtept forth upon this occaſion, 


and oppoſed himſelf, ſingly, to a phalanx of 


men trained to the ſervice, daring and adventu- 


rous, true to themſelves, and fluſhed with vic- 


tories? But knowing, or ſeeming to know, their 
weakneſs, as well as their ſtrength, he truſts it 
will be found, that he comes prepared with ar- 


tillery to ſhake the foundations of their power, 


to raze the walls of their citadel, that i impreg- 


nable fortreſs, that aſylum of ſaints built by d- 


vines, though not divinely built as fixt on ſand, 
not proof againſt the ſtorm that now afſaik it. 
—-To proceed—-We are told, and are made. 


to believe, that Preſcription cannot be pleaded 


againſt the claims of the Clergy ; we are told fo, 
but in what law, human or divine, is it ſo re- 
corded? There is no ſuch law, neither is there 
any ſuch maxim of law, as that of which the 
Church avails itſelf. Nay more, the very words 


under which they have taken ſhelter, form no 


part of the original maxim, * they are ſpurious 
and apocryphal, added thereto ſurreptitiouſly, 


by whom, and for what good purpoſes, need 


» The original maxim runs f. imply wat, Nath tempus 


recurrit Fegi.— to u hich in aftertimes were added e / 
Ecleſi te 
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„ 4 Nr 1$® . 


e, Fa we 


1 


= 


0 


o 


( 291 ) 
not be ſaid. But there is law of every deno- 
mination, the Jaw of reaſon, nature, and conve- 


nience, together with that of which theſe three 


are the foundation, the common law of the 
land, and an addition ther eto, the ſtatute law 
of the realm; all theſe there are to combat 
and defeat their empty, vain, and unſup- 


ported claim. In proof of which aſſertion 
enough has been ſaid already, fave only of 


that part which, reſpects the ſtatute law of the 
realm. In which particular, for ample ſatis- 
faction, we have only to turn to the 2d Edw. 


VI. Chap. 13, and read therein the following 


words.“ Provided always, and be it enact- 


«ed by the authority aforeſaid, That 2 


c perſon ſhall be ſued or otherwiſe compelled 
„ to yield, give or pay, any manner of 
Tithes, for any Manors, Lands, Tenements, 
or Hereditaments, which by the laws and 
ſtatutes of this realm, or by any privilege 
« or preſcription are not chargeable with the 
payment of any ſuch Tithes, or that be 
as: a by any compoſition real.“. 
r 2 


La, 


Lay 


c 


0 


La) 


* Le maxime que lay homes ne point preſcribe in non 


| decimando fuit introduce en le common ley, quand ſpiritual 


perſons fuer . Siberün Rep. P. 321. 
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Can any thing be plainer, can any thing be 
more intelligible, leſs liable to doubt, or dou- 
ble meaning than this proviſo? The words 
are not limitted, they are not confined to any 
particular deſcription of men, but are equally 
and generally extended to all. No perſon 
ſhall be ſued, &c. ---Ard is any man fo weak 
and blind, is any man hardy enough, will 
any ſet of men, after this intimation, preſume 
to ſay that they will not take a plain law in 
its plain meaning? Or will any one hereafter 
dare aſſert that Laymen. (hall not preſcribe 
againſt the claims of the Church? If any ſuch 


there be, let them read, the preamble to this 
memorable ſtatute. 


* 


An Act for payment of Tithes. | 


Wberein the Parliament holden at Weſt 
minſter the Ach day of February, in the 27th 
year of the reign of the late King of molt 
famous memory, King Henry the VIII. there 
was an Act made concerning the payment © of 
Tithes predial and perſonal: And alſo in ano- 
ther Parliament holden at Weſtminſter the 
24th day of July, in the 32d year of the 
reign of the ſaid late King Henry the VIII. 
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another Act was made concerning the true 
ayment of T ithes and offerings; in which 
ſeveral Acts many and divers things he omitted 
and lefi our which were convenient and very neceſ- 
ſary to be added to the fame. In conſideration 
2 and to the intent the ſaid Tithes 
be bereafter truly paid according to the 
_ of the makers of the ſaid A&.-—Be it 
ordained, &c.— Now reference being had to 
the Act in queſtion, viz. (32d Hen. VIII.) we 
find there the ſame proviſo perfect in all things, 
fave only in the following words, viz. Or by 
any Privilege or Preſcription, or that be diſcharg- 
ed by any compoſition real, which precious 
words, as convenient and very neceſſary to 
be added to the ſame, were made a part of 
the ſubſequent Act, for the reaſon there aſ- 
ſigned, viz. That Tithes hereafter might be 
truly paid. Neither was this by any means a 
' precipitate ſtep of the Legiſlature—-it was not 
a meafure that took its riſe from haſty councils 
it did. not. ſpring from-unmatured reſolves— 
it was not entered into raſhly, but with ex 
treme caution — after due deliberation, after 
the experience of years with this avowed in- 
tent. To ſupply the omiſſions, to remedy 
Fs: 
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the defects of former Acts.—and in all likely. 
hood to cure abuſes, and put a ſtop to claims 
fimitar to thoſe of which we now fo loudly, 
and fo juſtly complain.—-Seeing then, that, 
in his poor eſtimation, Preſcription may he plead- 
ed by your Petitioner againſt the claims of the 
Church; obſerving further, that the title under 
that plea has every requiſite ingredient to con- 
ſtitute a true, compleat, and inconteſtable Pre- 
ſeription, viz. *© Poſſeſſion and time, long 
« continual, and peaceable.“ (Coke on Lyt, 
Vol. I. Sect. 170.) He has ventured, under 
this perſuaſion, to commit himſelf to your hot 
ourable Houſe ; full of pleaſing expectation, 
that by. means of your Lordfhips interference, 
he may find relief and extend it to others. 
Here the Sheriff addreſſed himſelf again to 
the Meeting. e e 5 


I had now done all that I thought it was 
poſſible for me to do in my own defence. And 
yet, upon further rumination, I did not feel 
myſelf altogether confident and felf-affured of 
ſucceſs. Not, indeed, becauſe my own con- 
viction was incompleat; but, becauſe, I fil 
continued to dread the fatal effects of that 
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goes even to che putting up with error, rather 
than correct it at the trouble and expence of a 
little ſerious thinking; it was this conſideration 


propenſiy in our nature, fare deriſis, Which | 


that induced me to purſue my reſearches, full 


of confidence, that there muſt aſſuredly be 


ſomewhere in our law a clear proviſion againſt 


ſo palbable an abſurdity, as is that doctrine, 


which is broached by the Church 1 in reſpect of 


their claims. And now, Gentlemen, I have 
the fatisfaction to inform you, that by pati- 


right nail upon the head. Such at leaſt is the 
opinion which I now hold, and of which I am, 


ſo fully poſſeſt, that I do not entertain a doubt 


of our deliverance. Neither, indeed, in my 


idea, when it comes to be conſidered, will 


there remain a veſtige of the kind in the breaſt 
of any man. And now to the point. 


Bout if all theſe * and points of Jim 
ſhould fail of their effect, your Petitioner has 


yet another to preduce, to which he truſts, 


as his anchor of hope, his laſt and beſt depen- 


dence. Before he explains himſelf furt her, it 


ence and perſeverance, I have at laſt bit jhe 


will be neceſſary to premiſe, that, although, 


naturally a Preſcription, or a thing preſcrip- 


— 
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tible ſhould be laid as A Preſcription, yet when 
it cannot be ſo laid by law, there it may be 


laid by way of cuſtom ; not that the nature of 
the thing is thereby changed, it ſtill remains à 


Preſcription, ſui generis, though i it be allowed to 


N be pleaded, by way of cuſtom, for neceſſities fake, 


as thus :—A diſcharge of Tithes, which cannot 
be laid by law as a Preſcription, may yet be 


laid with effect by way of cuſtom, for that is 
not an intereſt, but an exemption, not poſitive, 
but privarive, of the general poſſeſſion. (See 
Hobert's Reports, p. 86.) Admitting, then, 
that the preſent caſe is ſuch a one as is here 
deſcribed, in which Preſcription cannot be 
pleaded by law, the objection is no bar to your 
Petitioner's right for he does not plead Pre- 
ſcription | eo nomine, but in the name of 2 


cuſtom. If any one ſhould ſay in reply, that 


cuſtom ſhall not prevail againſt common law, 
the fact is otherwiſe, for every cuſtom is a re- 
ſtraint of the common law, (Wood's Inſt. 
p. 6.) Common law is uſage time out of mind, 
and cuſtom, in ſach a place, is time out of 
mind, one as antient as the other, ( Bridgeman" 8 
Reports, p. 69.) The cuſtom of the place is, 


therefore, the Bo of the place, and where it 


is uſed upon certain reaſonable cauſe, as is 


— 4 — aa 
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the caſe with cuſtom here pleaded, it deprivith 
the - common law. Conſuetudo ex certa tuuſa 


rationabili uſitata privat communem legem. (See 


Coke upon Lyttleton, Vol. I. Sect. 169.) 
Now the cuſtom which is pleaded by your Pe 
titioner, is a Modus decimandi, and that he ſets up: 
as a diſcharge of all other manner of Tithing ;. 

arguing that where-ever there is a Modus des. 


cimandi, that is to ſay, where-ever Tithe of 


any kind has been regularly. paid time out of 
mind, all other kinds of Tithes are thereby 
utterly extin& and done. away: (Hob. Rep. 
p. 118.) That which of common right ſhould 
have been Tithe, becoming, to all intents 


and purpoſes, lay- fee; and if at any time ſet 
out, through ignorance of his caſe, by the 


owner as. I ithe, and taken by the Parſon, is 
recoverable, like any other part of the fruits, 


by an action of treſpaſs, (Hob. Rep. p. 42.) S8 


that now it would ſeem the tables are turned; 
we have thoſe on the hip, thoſe very men, whoſe 
foot was in the air, to tread upon our necks; 
and it is well, indeed, for ſuch as ſtand in 
this predicament, to have. Laymen to deal 
with, who, feeling themſelves ſuperior to re- 
lentment, dildain to take this fair advantage. 


va 
(8) 

When it is viewed in this light, the enden 
in which we ſtand, with reſpect to the Clergy, 
reſembles that of our iſland with reſpect to the 
ſea; the Modus decimandi forming, a barrier in 
ene caſe, to which the cliffs on our coaſt are 
analogous on the other; and as there is the 
ſame natural propenſity in each to make en- 
+ eroachments; how happy is it for us that they 
lie under ſimilar | reſtraints! How thankful 
ſhould we be, that we can fay to one, as well 
as the other, Thus 151 ſhalt thou go and no 
| further. TL Meds Ono. 


Neither is this any new-fangled or fancyful 
doctrine, but old as time and ſtrictly orthodox. 
It is no counterfeit coin which your Petitioner 
would palm upon you, but the true currency 


of the kingdom; hid by craft or. loſt awhile 


through careleſsneſs it is here produced in order 
to undergo your Lordſhips ſterling touch be- 
fore it is brought again into uſe and circulation. 
But if any one ſhould: helitate reſpecting the 
truth of this aſſertion, if any one ſhould enter- 
tain a doubt built on this ſuppoſition, that the 
Modus decimandi as here defined does not other- 
wiſe exiſt than as a creature of the brain, or at 

beſt exiſts but as the putative child of common 
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law, let him turn to the ſtatute (31 Hen! VIII. 
Ca. 7.) and there he will find a clear expoſition 
and explanation of the whole matter, neatly 
compriſed in the following words:“ That all 
and ſingular perſons of this realm, &c. ſhall 
« fully, truly, and effectually, ſet out, yield, 
« or pay all and ſingular Tithes and offerings, 
« according to the lawful cuſtoms and uſages of 
e pariſhes and places where ſuch Tithes or duties 
„ ſhall grow, ariſe, come, or be due.“ — 
And in a ſubſequent Act, (2 and 3 Ed. VI. 
Ca. 10.) the payment of Tithes is ordained to 
be made in ſuch manner and form as of right 
or cuſtom hath or ought to have been yielded 
and paid within forty years next "DEE the 
4 making of that Act. | 5 


By what W ae and under what 
pretence of right, can any man, or body of 
men, be juſtified in laying claim to the pay- 
ment of Tithes in manner and form, differing 
from that in which they have been yielded and 
paid from that time forth to the preſent day? 
For even admitting by way of argument,. that 
the Modus decimandi is of ſpurious birth, which 
is a falſe ſuggeſtion, yet admitting it to have 
the full operation and force of truth, of what 
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advantage to the church can ſuch an | allegation | 
prove? It may have will, but cannot wound; 
unnerved and palſied by the ſtatute law, Iike 
Bobadill, it may look big and bluſter too, but 
has not'wherewithal to do us hurt. But this in 
fact is working extra work, and waſting time, 
for the thing objected to, is not of that ſuſ- 
| pected kind which ſome would have it thought, 
is not a vain conceit, but a clear conception; 
neither is it of doubtful parentage, but has all 
along, and upon every occaſion, been received 
and acknowledged as an exiſting legitimate 
exemption, handed down to us immemorially, 
and as much our birth-right as any other part of 
common-law. But we are not to wonder at 
any thing we ſee, for the remedy propoſed as 
it is not a new one, ſo neither is the diſeaſe, 
_ The Clergy have all along been ſubject to pe- 
riodical returns of this complaint. We have 
one in particular handed down to us, under the 
fignature of all the temporal judges then in 
England, in their memorable anſwer to that 
which is entitled, Certain articles of abuſes 
© which are deſired to be reformed in granting 
« Arohibitions.” Which articles were exhibited 
againſt the Judges of the Realm,. before the 
Lords of the Privy Council, by Arch-biſhop 


( 


Bancroft, in the name of the whole Clergy, 


2d of James. Wherein the Paroxiſins of the 
preſent clerical influenza, and the dreadful ef- 
fects to be expected from it, if not put a ſtop 


to, are pointed out in ſo clear a manner, that 


no language can furniſh expreſſion more truly 
deſcriptive ;. tis » paſt the power of art—--no 
painter can pourtray no ſculpture tool a face, 
nor any mirror, by reflection, ſhew a ſtronger 
lkeneſs, than that which we trace of modern 


dvines,“ in the following remarkable words 
of the judges Fo 


| cc = ne... in ancient time; "Gol as 
„ ſued for Tithes, would not; ſue | but for 
« things queſtionable, and never ſought, at their 
40 pariſhioners hands, their Tithes in other 
« kinds, than anciently they had been uſed to 
% be paid; now many turbulent Miniſters, do 


44 infinitely vex their pariſhioners for Juch. | kind 


« of Tithes as they never had, whereby many 
6 pariſhes have been much impoveriſhed : And 
« for example, we ſhall ſhew one record, 
« wherein. the Miniſter did demand. ſeventeen 


« ſeveral kinds of Tithes, whereupon 1 the party 


This has reference only to particular caſes, and is is not meant 
as a general reflection. 


BRK 


CT 
_ #* Tying a prohibition, had eight or nine of 
« them adjudged againſt the Mitifter upoi 
4 1 in law, and others paſſed aSainft 


ie, by trial.” * (Arti. Clert. Anf to 8th 
05 


FREY in ache "ROT te many Miniſter 
% have grown of late more troubleſome to 
« their pariſhioners than in times paſt, where- 
* as, in former ages, they were well con- 
4 tented to accept that which was uſed to be 
% paid, and not to contend againſt any Pre- 
55 ſcription or Compoſition; but now, they 
% grow fo troubleſome to their neighbours, as 
« were it not for the prohibition, they would 
« ſoon overthrow all Preſcriptions and Compo 
4c ſitions that are for Tithes, which doth and 
« would breed ſuch a general garboil amongſt 
the people, as were to be pitied, and not to 
ot be permitted. (Coke's Inft, Vol. II. P. 

res Arti. Cleri. i in Anf. to the I vac Ohj. J-. 


Midi which £ time, ll cheſs our days, when 
the memory of what had paſt was worn out 
amongſt Laymen, little more was heard of the 
claims of the Church. 


© 
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To ſum up all it is contended on the part 
of the Clergy, ſirſt, That Tithes are due of 
« common-right,” and ſecondly, « That 


« Laymen cannot preſcribe ſo as to deprive 
cc ' this — 


* 


en the felt, your Petitioner does 
not attempt to give 1t denial, except, it be ſo 


conſtrued, that all which was due of common- 


right, is due at this day. 


Abd as to the ſecond he muſt and does ac- 


knowledge, that the rule is that no Layman. 


can preſcribe ſo as wholly to deprive the right 


in any inſtance, that is to ſay, where no Tithe 


has been paid for Land, and where nothing 


can be ſheun to bar the Church, preſcriptive 


poſſeſſion . will not avail us; for Preſcription, 


which fortifies all other titles, and ſuppoſeth 
the beſt beginning the law can give, applied to 
Tithes, works clean the contrary. (Hob. Rep. 


Ds 297.) The reaſon of which diverſity, or 
rather the apology for it is this, that if it 
were otherwiſe, it would operate, in the end, 
to the undoing of the Church. It is, there- 
fore, well and truly, and, perhaps, wiſely 
laid and provided, that Laymen ſhal} not pre- 


0 
ſcribe de non decimando, that is, they ſhall not 
preſcribe to hold any portion of land, alto. 
gether clear of Tithe but it is alſo well and 
truly ſaid, and as wiſely provided, that they 

may preſcribe in modo decimandi, which is to be 
clear in part, the very caſe that here is pleaded. 
But neither is this rule againſt non gecimando in 
Laymen ſo very general as to be without ex- 
ception; for now, though titles of diſcharge 
under the (31 Hen. VIII.) are loſt and the 
manner of diſcharge cannot be made out at this 
day, yet if the lands of a religious houſe have 
been held ſince the diſſolution freed from the 
payment of Tithes it ſhall be. intended that 
they were held ſo before; and Preſeri 
ſhall be allowed for a diſcharge of Tithes under 
that ſtatute, either abſolutely de non decimanch 
for all Tithes, or for this or that ſort, &. 
All theſe titles may be ſupported by Preſcrip- 
tion, and from hence all other Preſeription 4 
non decimando are ſuppoſed to have had their 
beginning. So that by virtue of (31 Hen, VIII.) 
a Layman Patentee of the King may preſcribe 
generally, without ſhewing how in on decimando 
for Abbey Lands as under an Abbots title ; which 
he could not do for any lands by the common 
law on any account. (Wood Inſt. p. 180.) 


( f 
And was it not that your Petitioner has all 
along felt more for the general good than his 
own particular intereſt, he might have availd 
himſelf of the circumſtance juſt named to quaſh 
at once the impotent attack upon him. For 
the Lands in queſtion were Abbey Lands, and 
therefore he might have pleaded an Abbot 
title, in bar of novel or upſtart claims. The 
plea no doubt does ſtill lie open, and failing 
the preſent effort to ſerve the Public, it will be 
reſorted to. The tract of Country which that 
defence will cover is very extenſive. St. 
Cuthbert's Patrimony, as Monkiſh writers 
call it, ſtretching on one hand from Tyne to 
Tees, and on the other from the northern 
Boundary of Northumberland to Tweed; the 
laſt named ſtrip compriſing the two diſtricts of 
Norham and Holy Iſland. The whole of theſe 
were Abbey Lands, given to St. Cuthbert and 
his ſucceſſors for ever Biſhops of Lindisfarne 
by the Saxon Kings. The ſame was confirmed 
by the Daniſh Mon archs, and after them by 
the Norman Hero. The Plaintiff's triumph muſt 
therefore at any rate be of ſhort continuance. 
The time draws near when he muſt refund, if 
not on the. general plea which yet it is hoped 
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will prove ſucceſsful, on that at | leaſt which 
is now ſuggeſted. For novel claims, let them 
elſewhere find a footing where they will, they 
can have none in the County of Durham. 
Any other County likewiſe, or a part of a 
County may preſcribe to be quit of any Tithe, 
or in non decimando. (See Coke Lyt. Vol. II. 
page 648. Wood's Inſt. page 171. 179. Alſo 
Watſon's Cler. Law page 115.) where ſee deter- 
minations of that kind. For Tithes, whatever 
they may have been originally, are now divided 
into two parts - decimas debitas, or the natural 
Tithe ; and decimas ' conſuetas, or that, which 
in full ſatisfaction of the natural Tithe, is due 
by cuſtom and uſage. (Stat. 13 Ed. I. Cir- 
cumſpectæ agatis and Coke's Expoſition, Vol. 
II. page 490.) The firſt of theſe, where they 
remain, are ſubject to no variation; neither, 
indeed, do the latter ever vary from them- 
ſelves, however widely they may differ from 
one another. The Modus decimandi of the 
place, like an immoveable index, ſerving to 
point out in all caſes, the quantum and quake 
that is due reſpectively. In ſhort, this Modus 
decimandi, is the inheritance of the Church, 
and where it is detained, the Clergy may ſue 
for it ; but they cannot ſue, under ſuch cir- 
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cumſtances, for Tithe in kind. (2 Eliz. Dyer, 
170.18 Eliz. Dyer, 349+) It is no plea to 
ſay, that the Modus decimandi is ſhort of the 
preſent value of the Tithe, the preſumption 
is, that it is a full equivalent for the value of 
the Tithe, at the time of making the compo- 
ſition, (Wood's Inſt. page 177.) for every 
ſuch modus is a compoſition, or had its original 
ground upon ſome compoſition of that kind © 
made; (See Anſwer to 15 Obj. of Articuli 
Cleri. 3 Jacobi) and as no cuſtom, which 
creates a title of inheritance, as this does, can 
either be waved or annulled, but once eſta- 
bliſhed, muſt continue, (Coke's Inſt. Vob I. 
Sect, 170, Vol. II. page 654-) it militates 
with common ſenſe to ſay, that the Church 
hath this inheritance in modo decimandi, and 
at the ſame time Tithe in kind, contra modum 
derimandi, (Hob. Rep. 43.) It is, therefore, 
ſelf evidently clear, that the operation of a 
Modus decimandi over the whole of the natural 
Tithe, is the ſame, in effect, as that of a 
ſimple modus over a part. —it binds the indivi- 
duals to one invariable rule. 
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Our error oh has been this--—Harbouring 
no clear idea of the nature of our defence, not 
diſtinguiſhing, as we ought, between a modus 
properly ſo called, and a Modus decimandi, or 
rather diſtinguiſhing in a caſe where there iz 
no difference, we have gone about beating the 
| buſh in fruitleſs ſearch of that of which we 
knew not the uſe. For it is not a modus, ac- 
cording to the vulgar acceptation of the word, 
that can ſhelter us from this ftorm-—-all that A 
modus, ſo ſet forth, can do, is to afford us a 
partial covering-—it is a modus brought forward 
either as a part, or the whole of a Modu 
decimandi, which is to prove our ſafe guard 
it is a manner of tithing of the. land, whether 

by modus or otherwiſe it is an uſage time oui 

of mind, whatever that uſage may be, which 
we ſhould plead, and which alone is equal to 
our purpoſe of general ſpeedy and effectual 
relief, Lamb and Wool, for inſtance, imme- 
morially paid, without the co-operation of a 
modus for any other Tithe, is of itſelf a Modus 
decimandi of the land, and works a diſcharge 
of the natural Tithe of grain and hay. (1, 2 
18 Eliz. Pyer, 170. and 349. Hob. Rep. 
42, 44, and 301. And vice verſa, a modus, 
without the co-operation of any other payment 


5 ( 309. ) 

of Tithe, is of itſelf a good and ſufficient 
Modus decimandi, and works accordingly. (Hob. 
Rep. 40. Rayner on Tythes 2 56.) Theſe, 
and the other variation, of part in kind and 
part by modus, are all three deſcriptive of diffe- 
rent ſpecific agreements, made concurrentibus 
iis qui de jure requiruntur, with the conſent of 
thoſe who were qualified to diſpoſe of the 
rights of the Church in any way they pleaſed; 

to make leaſes for lives without ſtint or limita- 


tion, and gitts in tail or ſtates in fee at their 


will and pleaſure. (Coke Lyt. Vol. I. page 
38.) Whoſe contracts, would of courſe, be 
valid, could they now be found in writing; 


but of which the memorials being loſt, the 


parties may preſeribe, and ſhall have the ad- 


vantage of them as if they appeared. (Rayner 


on Tithes, page 272.) Neither is it poſlible 
for the Clergy. to extricate themſelyes from this 
dilemma, otherwiſe than by legally diſprov- 
ing the Modus decimandi; that is to ſay, by 
ſhewing a late original of the diſcharge pleaded 
(Hob. Rep. 293.) as where there is good and 
ſufficient proof of record or writing, or of their 
own proper knowledge, to ſet againſt it, of 


Tithe being paid in kind. (Coke Lyt. Vol. 
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10 
J. page 11 5.) Holding this, however, in re- 
membrance, that multiplex interruptio non tollir 
preſcriptionem ſemel obtentam (Coke Lyt. Vol. 
II. page 654.) and that therefore after all the 
pains they have taken for that purpoſe, no in- 
terruption, which of late years has been given 
to the Modus decimandi, no deviation what- 
ever from the preſcriptive mode of Tithing, by 
our acquieſcence under their encroachment, 
will vitiate the Preſcription; for a title by 
Preſcription once veſted, cannot be taken away 
by a wrong ful ceſſer to acquit of late times, 
(Coke Lyt. Vol. I. Sect. 170.) So that ſup» 
poling the Modus decimandi to have ceaſed, * 
and Tithe in kind to have been paid for ten, 
twenty, or any given number of years within 
memory, yet, if before the commencement 
of that period, the Preſcription is found, the 
ſubſtance of the iſſue is found alſo. (Coke Lyt. 
Vol. I. Sect. 170.) That is to ſay, the form 
of the agreement or compoſition, by conſent 
of Parſon, Patron and Ordinary, is admitted 
upon fair legal preſumption to be ſuch as the 


An interruption of the uſage for ſuch time only as ſhall not 
deſtroy the poſſibility of making proof that ſuck Cuſtom or Fre- 
ſcription was, ſhall not be to the deſtruction of it. Wat. Cler. 
Law, page 522. See alſo Caſes ſtated. in Wood's Inſt, Page 


298. Coke Lyt. Vol. II. page 653. 


. 
( 
preſcription lays it. (Hob. Rep. 40.) No 


further confirmation of the agreement is necefſ- 


ſary, or if it were, it is intended that there 
was one, though it cannot be found through 


the infiniteneſs and impoſſibility of ſearch of 


things beyond memory, (Hob. Rep. 298.) 
for, ex diuturnitate temporis omnia præſumuntur 


' folemniter eſſe acta. — Rep. 382.) 


And; if ſuch is Us 1 where in the whole 


range of legal preſumptions can there be found 
a fairer, a clearer, or a ſtronger one than this, 
—“ That the payment of ſome Tithe, and 


the non payment of other, immemorially, 
« however circumſtanced that payment may 
* be, whether it is by, or with, or without a 
cc modus, preſumes a contract to that effect.” 


f 


And here, in order to ſhew once for a. 
the power and efficacy of immemorial ulage, : 


let there be conceived a ſtrong caſe in point. 
Let a bill be ſuppoſed to be brought by a Lay 
impropriator for Tithe-hay, deriving title 8 
der a clear, expreſs, and inconteſtable grant 


from the crown. To which bill let the Vicar 


of the Pariſh be made a party; let it come out 


in proof, that no Tithe-hay had ever been 


— — 


1 g 
paid to the Lay-impropriator, nor yet to the 
Vicar, nor any diſtin& ſpecific modus to the 


| latter in lieu of Hay-tithe. Let the defence 
ſet up be this, that the Lay-impropriator is only 


entitled to corn and grain, and that the Vicar 
is entitled to Tithe hay, but that the farms are 
under certain antient moduſes, or cuſtomary 
payments to the Vicar, which cover the hay, 
though not expreſt. The queſtion is, whether 
thefe. modus's or cuſtomary payments ſhall be 


_ conſidered as pleaded in bar of the claims, as 
the Modus decimandi of the land; or whether 
Tithe-hay in kind ſhall revive and be reſtored 


----and to which of the two, the Parſon in 
right of his Vicarage, or the Lay-impropriator 
in right of his grant? Let the Anſwer expreſt 
or implied be this.--—That the modus's or cuſ- 
tomary payments ſhall be fo conſidered as 
| pleaded, That the Tithe in kind fhall not 
revive and be reſtored. either to the Vicar or 
the Lay-impropriator, but that by virtue of 


uſage preſuming a contract, the land ſhall be 


held * of the natural 3 


Lis is a PTY | 5 the moſt a 


muſt allow to be in full confirmation of the 


doctrine here layed down. And if any doubt 


© 


& 2+ 


[ans }- 


| ſhould ariſe reſpecting the poſſible exiſtence of 
ſuch a caſe, it may be found reported by 


Bunbury, (2 Geo. IE) or it may be ſeen 
abridged, in (Rayner on Tithes, page 246.) 
It there appears that the Vicar could make no 


title to Tithe-hay in kind, either by endow- 
ment or preſcriptive uſage, or to Tithe-hay at 
all otherwiſe than by the modus's or cuſtomary 


payments; but yet as the Lay-impropriator 


was not able to bring proof of the exerciſe of 
his right for one hundred and twenty years, 
the Preſcription is that the Hay- tithe is covered 


as pleaded. And the bill was thereupon 4% 


miſed by the Whole Cour. 3 


90 firng and convincing is the preſumption 


ariſing from non-payment ! So ſacred a thing is 
immemorial uſage! And ſo high a reſpect was 


paid to theſe conſiderations in the inſtance ad- 
duced, that they triumphed at once over the 
combined force of Church and Crown. 


But, as it may ſeem that your Petitioner 


has in one part of this appeal, * denied the 
exiſtence of any law, or maxim of law, 
whereby Laymen are reſtrained from preſcrib- 
FIR n Y | 


See page 290. 
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ing againſt the Church, and in * part * 
has ted the legal ee of ſuch reſtrain; 
in ſome particular caſes he now begs leave to 
lay, in explanation of his meaning, that the 
latter expreſſion does not give contradiction to, 
but expounds the former, as though he had 
ſaid, in the firſt inſtance, there is no ſuch 
 feweeping law, or rule of law 70 ſuch extent, as 
ſages and divines of modern date have palmed 
upon us. All the old law-books agree with 
him in this ſaving ſentiment, that a non decimands, 
is an abſolute diſcharge of all manner of Tithes 
of the Land, paying nothing in lieu of them. 
Clearly then, if any Tithe, or recompence for 
Tithe is paid, the rule againſt Preſcription in 
Lens has, in ſuch caſe, nothing to do with 
t. The exemption from Tithe muſt be total, 
ot 1 the law lays no reſtraint. If it is any 
thing leſs than a whole, the charm is broke, 
and Laymen are at large. All the virtue it 
has, belongs to, and is derived from the circum- 
ſtance of its being a compleat deprivation of 
the rights of the Church in reſpect of that 
Land. Without which latter circumſtance, the 
reaſon of the peculiarity in queſtion can nei- 
ther be explained, nor the uſe of it juſtified, 


* tis page 303. 


Cal % 


( 315 ) 


Lord Hobart's opinion of the rozality here con- 


tended for by your Petitioner, arid his defence of 


the peculiarity as annexed to the caſe, are Clear- Fe 


ly and 8 ſet forth 1 in the following words: 


cc 
I: 
4e 

66 
60 
cc 
cc 
cc 
«7 


66 


the Church, and a decay of Religion, ac- 


cc 


(c 


0 


cc 
66 


cc 


* 
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There are ſome prefumptions in law fo 
violent, as though they be falſe, a man 
ſhould not be received to aver againſt them. 
As in this caſe—-The law preſumes violently 


that a Layman cannot be abſolutely diſcharg- 


ed of Tithes: And therefore will not allow 
a Preſcription of ſuch diſcharge, holding it 
more reaſonable that one man ſhould ſuffer 
a miſchief to loſe ſuch a privilege, being fo 
<jmprobable and of fo dangerous conſequence, 
than for his particular, to admit a ſpoil of 


cording to the rule, Omne Magnum exemplum 


aliquid habet ex iniquo quod publica utilitate 


compenſarur. So that though you ſhall be 
allowed . your diſcharge by grant when it 
appears, yet when it appears not, ſtabitur 
 preſumpri oni donec probetur in contrarium. 


(Hod. Rep. 227. * 


2 


A more perfect concurrence in the fame 
opinion with your Petitioner, and_a ſtronger 


( 316 Y 
confirmation of it as ſtriclly legal, can hardly 
be urged from greater authority, or conveyed 
to us in clearer words than in thoſe which are 
quoted; neither, indeed, can any man give 
a better, more candid, or ſatisfactory account 
of the probable riſe, reaſonable progreſs, and 
certain limitation of the rule | in ene. | 

2 
It is, however, the faſhion or affectation of 
the times, even among thoſe who ſhould be 
better informed, to call the act of with-holding 
any Tithe, a non decimando within the rule. 
But to ſay that a man preſcribes within the 
rule, becauſe he preſcribes to be quit of this 
or t'other Tithe, is a groſs perverſion; and 
they who tack a Veto to ſuch caſes, diſtort the 
law, and turn it from its courſe. A ion 
decimando in the intention of the law, is one 
thing, and a partial non payment is another, 
but che one is no more the other, than an Ape 
is a Man; neither does the rule any more be- 
long to, or apply to caſes of partial exemption 
than Reaſon does to the animal juſt named, or 
to any other animal which may reſemble, in 
ſome reſpects, the human ſpecies. In the eye 
of the law, there is no other prohibited plea 
of Preſcription, but that which involves a total 


( 9-3 
exemption from Tithes: in all other poſſible 
caſes, however diſtant from, or however near 
they may approach to a clear exemption, Lay- 
men may plead Preſcription, or preſcriptive poſ- 
ſeſſion as freely, and ſhould be permitted to do 
ſo with as much certainty of ſucceſs, as in any- 
caſe the moſt remote that may bs from the 


— 


conſideration of Tithes, Ek L 


Theſe are the premiſes, and the inferences 
which flow naturally from them are as follow: 


* That the uſage of the place is the Mods 

« decimandi of the place — and that every ſuch 
« Modus decimandi, ipſo facto, by favor of law, 

é and by force of Preſcription, worketh a dif- 
charge of the whole natural Tithe.? 


Before he coneludes, your Poeithoiiey begs 
leave to ſay a few words in explanation of cer- 


tain ambiguous paſſages which occur in that 


Treatiſe, to which your Lordſhips have been 
referred. The following is the firſt that we 


meet with, „That which has regularly flowed 


« from the Crown to the Laity, and has not 
cc regularly flowed from thence to the Church, 
« js ſtill in the Laity.“ 5 
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This would ſeem at firſt ſight to encourage 


and couch an idea, that, in the author's eſti- 


mation, the Clergy are entitled to no other 


Tithes, but ſuch only as are admitted to have 
been derived to them by regular conveyance, 
and that all others which have not been ſo con- 
veyed, remain with the land. But when we 
look more narrowly, and conſider with our- 


ſelves, that he ſpeaks only of thoſe poſſeſſions 


Which have flowed from the Crown to the 


Laity, it is clear he had no ſuch meaning, 


For Tithes do not fall under the deſcription 
named; they did not come as 1 ithes ab initio 
from the Crown to the Laity, but firſt to the 
Church as Tithes by the mere good-will and 


bounty of thoſe who poſſeſſed the land an en- 


tire property; then back again to the donors 
as Tithes by the grant of Parſon, Patron and 
Ordinary; by virtue of which, and by favour 
of the Statute of Diſſolution we now bold 
Tithes of which we were not ſuppoſed to be ca- 


pable at firſt as Lay- fee. But after all, it is but a 


ſhabby argument by which the plea againſt a non 
decimando in Laymen is upheld, For if it is 


aſked why Laymen cannot preſcribe de non deci» 
mando, the anſwer is becauſe they are not capa- 


ble of Tithes. And if it is aſked what reaſon 


- LR, D® 
there is to ſuppoſe that Laymen are not ca- 
pable of Tithes, it is anſwered, becauſe of 
the remedy given to Lay-perſons by the 
Statute (32 Hen, VIII.) And if it is further 
aſked how the remedy provided can be made 
to prove what it is ſaid to do, the anſwer is, 
becauſe there had been no need of the remedy 
there given had Laymen been regularly ca- 
pable of Tithes, for in that caſe the common 
law would have given the remedy. (Watſon's 
Cler. page 516.) Now what kind of reaſon- 
ing that may be, your Lordſhips will judge; 
but to your Petitioner it ſeems to be juſt ſuch 
an argument, as if it were afterwards 
to be brought in proof of the defect of 
his title, that your Lordſhips had thought fit 
to confirm the ſame. Waving however the 
conſideration /'of our original right to hold or 
retain Tithes as not directly in point, your 
Petitioner does not feel himſelf under any 
difficulty reſpectin g the Author's meaning, who 
doubtleſs knew, though Tithes were intended 
an annual free-will gift, that the right to retain 
them was preſently loſt ; who likewiſe knew 
that the very act of bounty, previous to which 
there were no Tithes, without which they had 
not been, and by which they were only creat - 
ed a revocable preſent, was ſoon after con- 


hp | yo” ) 
in Lang ergy, into a ſtrict n on 
our part, planned and ordained by God him - 
ſelf.— All this the Author could not fail to 
know, and knew beſide the property, ſo 
gained was afterwards ſecured by legal acts; 
and therefore could not mean to ſay that 
Tithes' of any ſort remained with us, which 
had not been devoted ro the Church. Not 
one in fact did ſo remain, not one was left 


behind. But this was left as proof ſignificant 


from whence they came, and what they were 
deſigned to be—* The privilege of chooſing 
_ thoſe to whom the payment mould be 


04 made.” | And all had yet been well had 


only this been handed down, but this was alſo 
filched away, and finally was loſt when paro- 
chial rights were ang eſtabliſhed! __ all 3 285 


. has deen alletted that e abe were gl eſta« 


bliſhed in conſequence of a decree of the Council of Lateran; 


dut Lord Coke declares that no ſuch decree can be found, nor 
any injunction to that effect, ſave only in a decretal Letter of 


Pope Innocent the Third, dated indeed at Lateram the firſt 
year of King John's reign, and directed to the Archebiſhop of 
Canterbury, t ecleſii 15 parochialibus juſte decimæ perſolvantur. 


Which ſaid Epiſtle though it was not binding on the Subjects of 


this Realm, yet it being reaſonable as the Pope expreſſes him | 


elf, that ecieſia que ſpiritualia ſeminant, metere debent a ſuis 


parochionis temporalia et habere, the ſame was allowed, and fo 
it became Lex terræ. Coke Lyt. Vol, II. page 641. 


\ 
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being then made compellable to pay their 
Tithes to the reſident Pariſh Prieſt. Before 
which, though to ſome ſpiritual Perſon, or 
other, Tithes were to be conſigned, no parti- 
cular Perſon had a property in them. (Hob. 
* page 7 51 Coke Lyt: page 646, 65 53. ) 


-Givking: to theſe ſeveral facts their 105 pro- 
portion of weight, it is perfectly clear, that 


- the expreſſion alluded to, could not have been 
deſigned to have reference to Tithes, but 


merely to land, to which as the Church had 
not contrived to trump up a feparate indepen- 
dent claim, it could not otherwiſe be entitled 
than by virtue and. force of regular N yy 

The next | objedtionable ſentence”: Has theſs 
watds; == << That, indeed, which has regu- 8 


* larly flowed through thoſe channels to the 
Church, though loſt ſor a time; js ſtill 
'& without wy manner of doubt their tangible 
12 * 


If the aneh expreſſion was repreheriſible on 


account of its appearing to give too little, 
— is 5 if not more ſo, from its hs 5 | 


X 


OR 
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t pearing to give too much. The Author ſeems 
ed to be aware of this, and in order to 
Tanz the matter, ſubjoined what follows: 
<« In other words, where there is proof that 
cc any incumbent was heretofore in legal poſ- 
« ſeſſion of that which is now claimed by his 
« ſucceſſor, that caſe is in point; but there is 
«no other to which Preſcription: is applicable, 
or by virtue of which the claimant i Is | entitled 
to 4 necres in his favour.“ er ee B61 
But th | for us, this explanation 
will go but a little way to remove the difficulty, 


for your Petitioner has admitted, and it may 
be proved, that by ſome means or other, it 


matters not how, this fair and conſcionable 


Church had not only contrived to worm itſelf 


into legal poſſeſſion of all Tither, but over and 
above into 4 third part, at leaſt, of all the real 
2 ins 4 iN the Realm, (Rot. Parl. 4 R. 2: 


Shall we u then, becauſe they can prove 
the poſſeſſion which is here deſcribed; that they 


—If ſuch deluſion has chanced to prevail, let 
it here be noted, that the poſſeſſion alluded to 


3 


are ſtill intitled to and may recover the ſame? 


n 

has no reference whatever to the quandam 
rights of the Church, but to thoſe rights n 
of which they can prove the poſſeſſion, ſince 
the @hurch was reſtrained from alienating its 
property. All other rights they did poſſets 
have either been abſorbed, as may be ſeen, by 
public legiſlative acts, or have otherwiſe, by 
private deeds of their own, been diſcontinued, 
while they had the power to do ſo, and of 
which deedls no other evidence is or can be re- 
quired, at this diſtance of time from the date 
of the tranſaction, than the unity of our poſ- 
ſeſſion fince the period named; for in all cafes 
immemorial whereof the original was probable, 
the maxim of law is to preſume it Wo (Hob. 
Rep. page 297- 


It md ſeem, therefore: that the Auchost 8 
meaning would be better expreſt by the fol- 
lowing wo ds: Where there is proof of legal 
poſſeſſion on the part of the Church ſince the 
« Clergy were reſtrained from alienating its 
3 rights, * the claim is inconteſtible ; but there 
* 15 no other to which Preſcription 18 l 

. X 2 


* Tuis was 1 by divers Acts, vis. 1 Eliz. 13 Eliz, Ca. 10. 
1 Ja. Ca. 3 
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cable, or by virtue of which, the claimant” 
« js entitled to a decree in his favour. Nei- 
« ther, indeed, is there, at this day, any 
other, of which a queſtion of law can be 


- 


c 


* 


N 


* made in any ſhape to favour their Preten- 
„ ſions.“ e 


N Th make this matter clear, we have only 
to conſider. the drift of the legiſlature in the 


acts before us. It was two-fold. © To preſerve 


in the firſt inſtance the remaining rights of the 


Church; and ſecondly to render thoſe rights 


which had been duly alienated, ſecure to their 
poſſeſſors. And how was this affected? Sim- 
ply thus by declaring that which was left, 
henceforth unalienable; and by leaving that 
which had been alienated, preciſely in the ſame 


ſituation in which it had always ſtood, irre- 


coverable otherwiſe than by proof of coyin, 
“ fraud, or force.” 


x; But no ſuch * has been adduced, nor 
can it now be brought. Then what muſt be 


the conſequence? Will you, who are by birth 
'the guardians of the ſtate, will you, who are 


the dernier judges of all right, be conſenting 
to * legal property with payments, be- 


© 385 3} 
cauſe a fraud may be poſſible, but appears 
not! Will you require us to reſtore that with- 
out proof, which only by proof they were en- 
titled to recover! If this be done, which can- 
not be ſuppoſed, - you will do that which 
militates with common ſenſe, you will render 
that which is imperfe&t, perfect now through 
dint of imperfection, and ſo by mere defect of 
title make their title good ! At this rate you 
will not only deſtroy all property, but all law, 
of which latter it is a maxim, That what 
appears not to be muſt be taken in law as if 
« it were not.” (Vau. Rep. page 169.) and 
as here no covin, force nor fraud appears, it 
muſt be concluded that none did exiſt. 


Seeing then dat whatever the Church was 
left in poſſeſſion of, at the paſſing of thoſe acts, 
could not ſince have been diſpoſed of / legal- 
ly, and cannot be loſt ; obſerving further that 
whatever the Church had previouſly conveyed 
away, if fairly done, was ſanctified by law, 
and gone for ever, and that all thoſe poſſeſſions 
which have run the gauntlet of time, and re- 
main in our hands are ſo conſidered, all that is 
or can be wanting to a good title, at this day, 
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and all that is or can be required of the eietgy, 


is to bring evidence of 6 within the 
period named. 


But te than this will not ſuſſice, FR to wave 
this proof and yet td: claim, is to ſay that Pre- 


| {eription will help any man to that which no 
man ever poſſefſed in the fame predicament 
with himſoltf, which is a clear ablurdity. For 
omnipotent, as this magician may ſeem, it is 
not in his power, as the Author very juſtly 
oblerves, to create a right, all he can do is to 


recover that right which has once been loſt. It 
undoubtedly, therefore, remains with them, 


with thoſe that claim to ſhew their right. Let 
them prove their poſſeſſion as here deſcribed, 


make it appear that they have done ſo, and 
aſſuredly there is no Layman amongſt us who 


bas either honeſty or common ſenſe that will 
reſiſt tlie claim. 


But thei os is otherwiſe, where there is no 
legal proof ſet up on their part, and where our 


po ſſeſſion ; running uniformly through, 18 carri- 
ed up to thoſe times when it was competent to 


the Church to diſpoſe of its rights. In all ſuch 
caſes, the law preſumes a fair and regular di 
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acquaint, a contract once exiſting, thou uh 
it cannot now be found, by force of which they 
were diveſted of rights they would otherwiſe 
have had, and we were made the lawful 
owners. For though the foreſaid diſabling 
ſtatutes, agreeable to the nature of all laws, 
looking forwards, went effectually to the pre- 
venting of that in future, which had proved an 
abuſe; they neither did nor could, nor were 
deſigned to alter or correct, much leſs to diſ- 
annul the paſt proceedings. Otherwiſe they 
would have been laws which are declared. to be 
an abomination--—Laws of retroſpection, puniſh- 
ing for that by an after ſtroke which the law 
allowed at the time of doing; or elſe. mere 
laws of nonſenſe, making two men have ſeveral 

plenary rights in the ſame thing, at the fame 
time, which is neither more nor leſs than to 
make the ſame thing, at the ſame time, both 
lawful and unlawful, which no law can effect, 
Duod nec Deus poteſt facere, for the thing re- 
quired is impoſſible. (Vau. Rep. page 3 36.) 


But in truth there is no ſuch mantation can 
be charged upon them, for the ſtatutes named, 
ſo far from vitiating, did virtually confirm the 
Layman's title. They ſerved us likewiſe in 
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another way, they drew. a line which was not 
drawn before, which line is ſince become by 
common courſe of things, the e plus ultra 
of the Church's claims, the Rubicon of their 
Preſeription, beyond which to ſet. a foot, is 
to erect itſelf into a tyranny ; for what better 
definition can be given of tyranny, than that 
of a power ſelf aſſumed diſpenſing with the 
law? For that which law preſumes is clearly 
law. But ſome who wiſh to weaken what 

they cannot overcome, affe& to. ſay, that as 
no written veſtige can be ſhewn on our part, 

the law ſhould not preſume under ſuch circum- 

ſtances to draw concluſions in favour of Lay- 
poſſt ſſors, but judging: fairly ſhould rather pre- 
ſume that what we hold was fraudulently gain- : 
ed. Now law, which never ſhri gg any 
explanation of its ways, will far -ſach phe. 
ples thus: In law it is a auen point, that 
every thing which is law, and is not known 
„ to be ſuch by act of Parliament, is ſuch by 
„ common law; but it does not follow from 
«thence, that ſuch things as are by common 
law, are only ſuch by uſurpation ; for ad- 
„ mitting, as we muſt neceflirily admit, that 
« always there was a power and practice of 
„ making laws, they might have been fo by 
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6 7 of Parliament not extant, And, in- 
« deed, moſt of the common law cannot be 
« conceived to be law, otherwiſe than by act 
« of 'Parliament, or a power equivalent to 
« them, whereof the rolls are loft. " (Vau. 
Rep. p Page 163. - 8 


) 


80, in Kiko manner, though Laymen in ge- 
neral are not able in the caſe of Tithes, to 
ſupport their title by written documents, yer, 
it does not follow from thence that they gained 
their titles by uſurpation, for they might have 
gained them by legal contracts now not extant. 
And ſo no doubt they did obtain them, for 
as always there was in the Church a power 
and practice of alienation, and as always there 
was a right of recovery, on proof of covin, 
force or fraud, that right not exerciſed, it 
cannot be preſumed, nor can it be conccived, 
that what we hold was other wile ours than by 
lawful means. 


But it e e that law in this has 
begged a queſtion, and by an alluſion to pre- 
miſes which are not in eſſe, has drawn an 

argument that will turn againſt its employer, 
| inaſmuch, as there is no evidence of things, 
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which are by common law, having ever been 
by act of Parliament, and no ſufficient ground, 

of courſe, on which to build, in either caſe, 
this boaſted - plea of law preſumption. In 
anſwer to which your Petitioner begs leave to 
refer your Lordſhips to what has been faid on 
this ſubject by Lord Chief Juſtice Vaughan. 


en page 161.) 


40 It is clear, that formerly in the times 
« of Henry VIII. Queen Mary, and Queen 
« Elizabeth, it was ſuppoſed, that certain 
« cuſtoms called the old, or antique cuſtume 
% upon wool, pelts, and leather, were origi- 
« nally due to the King, by common law, 
and not by act of N ; and of this 
FE opinion were all the Judges in thoſe ſeveral 
reigns. But in ſpite of theſe authorities, it 
„has ſince been diſcovered, that thoſe very 

cuſtoms were no duties belonging to the 
8 Crown by common law, but were granted 
as a new thing to King Edward I. by Par- 
« liament,. in the Third: year of his reign, 
*© whereof there is evidence undeniable, though 

the act itſelf is no where extant now.” 
Whence we may learn, as is here remarked by 


this canded Lawyer, © how fallible even the 
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4 opinion of all the Judges is, when the matter 


to be ſolved muſt be cleared by ſearchers not 
common, and depends not upon caſes val- 
garly known by readers of the year books.” 


(See alſo Coke Lyt. Vol. II. page 58.) And 
again, Many things are ſaid to be prohibited 
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only from practical proceedings and uſages 


in courts of juſtice, as may appear by many 


% laws made in the time of the Saxon Kings, 
of William I. and Henry II. yet extant in 


« hiſtory, which are now received as common 
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by common law; and, indeed, moſt things 


fo prohibited, were primarily prohibited by Wy, 


Parliament, or by a power equiyalent to it, 
in makig laws, which is the fame, but are 
ſaid to be prohibited by common law, be- 
cauſe the original of the conſtitution, or 


prohibiting law, is not to be found of record, 


but 1s beyond memory, and the law known 


law. So if by accident, the records of all 
the acts of Parliament now extanr, none of 


which is older than the gth, Henry IE but 


new laws were as frequent before as ſince, 
ſhould be deſtroyed by fire, or other caſualty, 
the memorials of proceedings upon them, 
found by the records in judical matters, 


would, upon like n, be accounted com 
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4 mon law by all e TOW Rep: 
Page . 1 


Let theſe tt 1 pertin ent remarks be applied 


to the parallel caſe of Tithes, and your Lord- 
ſhips: will find in acquittal of law, that it has 
not, but upon good and ſufficient ground, 
preſumed the real exiſtence of lawful acts, 
though they cannot be found in the original 


concoction of our title; and that, conſe-- 


quently, the uſage thereon having gained the 


force, is now become paſt all diſpute, a ſentled, 
on, nn part of common law. 


Had there never been a power in he 


Church, or had it never been a practice to 
alienate their rights, this ground on which we 


ſtand ſo ſafely now, had not been tenable; 
for then, indeed, they might have ſaid with 
ſemblance of the truth, that all they ever had 
muſt ſtill be their's, where not entrenched 


upon by act of Parliament. But all men 
know the power alluded to, did once exiſt, 
and all men know the practice of thoſe times, 
which ſtill had been the ſame, not ſtopt, as 


has been ſhewn, by Parliament's moſt timely 


inter vention. N 
® 
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Perceiving e that the Church was clearly 
competent in thoſe days to convey its property; 


that there was no inability in Laymen to become 
poſſeſt; that the power alluded to was daily 
exerciſed; that the rights conveyed were never 
other wiſe recoverable, than by proof of covin, 
fraud, or force; that no ſuch plea had been 


urged; that no ſuch ſuit had been inſtituted, 


while the tranſaction was yet freſh in remem- 
brance; and that no action of the kind, from 
the nature of things, can now be brought 


Theſe circumſtances weighed, will any man 


who is capable of judging between wright 


and wrong; will any man who has the fear 
of God before his eyes, riſe up and ſay, that 

he is not drawn by theſe premiſes irrefiſtably to 

this concluſion that all was done when the 


title did commence ſecundum legem ? 


Conformable to this idea the law has hither- 
to preſumed; conformable to this idea the 


law muſt ſtill preſume, or otherwiſe muſt own 


a maſter, bend the knee, and bow the neck 


and crouch to a ſuperior ; which Engliſh law 
diſdaining to perform, its determination muſt 


_ neceſſarily be concluſive in favour of ene 
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Not that your Petitioner would babe it un- 


derſtood, that he takes it upon him preſump- 


ſo, and that the law ſpeaks as plainly in this 
caſe to his underſtanding, as if it had faid in 
ſo many words to the Church, Thou ſhalt 
2 * none other Tithes but theſe.” “ 
t valbor:i is his nor any thing elſe that 
has been advanced, how firm ſoever it may 


ſieem to have been ſpoken, intended to convey 


an idea, that your Petitioner conſiders himſelf, 
as urging what he ſays, with the voice of au- 
thority; or that he ventures to approach your 
Lordſhips in any other way, than with feeling 
of the moſt unbounded dejeroncey” ene 
and reſpect. PEN "Bit 


A 


It cannot ta, that b! is a 
fo witleſs, as to aſſume to himſelf the determi- 
nation of a caſe, at the ſame time that he is 


producing it in appeal to your Lordfhbips; or 
that he means any thing more by this recital, 
than frankly to ſet forth his beſt opinions; 
neither has this been done through oſtentation, 
officiouſneſs, or the vanity of ſuppoſing himſelf 


tuouſſy to fay, that this is law. All he means 
to expreſs is his on ſincere belief, that it is 


— 
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TY to hold out information o your Lord- 
ſhips, or otherwiſe, indeed, in any reſpect, 


than as thinking it neceſſary to his juſtification, 


to ſhew the ground of his reſiſtance, and why it 


is, that he has gone theſe extraordinary lengths, . 


by proving that he could not have done diffe- | 


rently, and acted any WAY: in concert wich the 
information of his mind. But as this is 2 


motive merely perſonal, your Petitioner would 
not have thought himſelf ſufficiently warranted, 


to take up ſo much of your Lordſhip's time, 
without ſome proſpect of its redounding alſo to 


puts. RAVANIRgE, . from this incidental conſi- 


his can, thus. expoſed, fee: Satin, it 


may be a means of bringing the matter, ich 


very little trouble, to your Lordſhips, imme; 


diately to iſſue; a circumſtance, which, in any 


event, cannot fail to meet the wiſhes of all 


parties; for, even in the worſt that can befal 


us, we ſhall have ſome reaſon to rejoice, we 
ſhall know preciſely what it is that belongs to 


us, and of courſe, taking leave of diſputes, 


| ſhake hands and be friends with the Clerg y for ever. 


But, if things ſhould take a different turn —if 


it ſhall appear not only as now, upon the face 
of it, but, upon record, that your Petitioner 
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Has right: on his fide-—that he is founded in 


fact, and point of law----and that your Lord- 
ſhip's are agreed with him in the fame opinion 


ue ſhall have infinitely more reaſon to re- 
joice, inſomuch, that he will not envy the 
compoſure of any man, who can then forbear 


to exclaim.—- Fare wel for ever novel claims, 
and welcome our deliverance! bewildered long 
and loſt in a labyrinth of our own eonſtructing, 
ſee the clew is diſcovered, which ſhall lead 


us to the outlet Such, indeed, are your 
Petitioner's hopes; to give them life, or finiſh 
their exiſtence, is your Lordſhip's province. 


Happy to know, as obſtinately ſure of this, that 
favour and diſſike, within theſe walls, are 
equally apart, he neither dreads the one, nor 


courts the other; looking to you, his eyes are 
fixt on juſtice ; ſo poſſeſſed, he takes his leave; 
content alike to ſtand or fall as fair impartial 


truth, whoſe ſeat is in your hearts, ſhall either 
way direct, he quits your honoured preſence, 


ſubmitting his own, and the cauſe of his 


Country to your . bert te and 1 
voice. 


« 39 * : 


nee the Serif aal, ing hi . 70 the Meeting 
anon in the e ng Manner : 


| a6 mk for the Petition, --- be now remains 
* you, Gentlemen, if you are ſo diſpoſed, 
to conſider with yourſclves and determine how 
near it approaches to your ideas of fitneſs. 
And if you concur with me in the prayer and 
ſentiment, how far,, and in what manner you 
will be pleaſed to countenance my weak en- 
deavours to do the ſtate ſome Iutle ſervice. = 


"The Sheriff ws once more find; Mr. 
Orde, of rh ſtood uh and addreſſed 
| * Oy” 


| 1 riſe to move, i hs 3 of this 
Meeting be given to the High Sheriff, for the 
very great zeal he has ſhewn, and the -pains, 
he has taken to ſerve this County, and the 
Public in general; but as I confeſs myſelf not, 
able to judge of the propriety or impropriety 
of the matter contained in the Petition, from 
only hearing it curſorily read, I further move, 
that the 2 Sheriff be deſired to print N 
. = 


5 4 a 
ſubſtance of his opinion, for the more ſatis- 5 
N information on the Ne * 3 


This Reſolution being agrbed to, aa paſt 
unanimouſly, the following Advertiſement was 


drawn up, read, and approved; 3 n 
ed the buſineſs of the rep tl 4 . TY 


At a Mewting: A the Frechelser of the 
County of Northumberland, held at the Town. 
Hall, in Morpeth, the 22d Day of December, 
1784, purſuant to publie Notice given by the 
Sheriff, for the purpoſe of taking into Your 
deration the novel Claims” of the Churcts 

The Sheriff Prin 8 to tha Meet. 
ing the purpoſe of their being called together, 
and having been deſired to give his Sentiments 
on the Subject, read a Paper containing the 

Principles on which bis Opinion of tis — | 
of thoſe en founded. - 2" MINE 


* 


envy erb, That het Thanks of this ITY 


ing be given to the Sheriff, for the very great 
zeal he has ſhewn, and the pains he has taken 


to ſerve this County, and the Public in general, 
and that he be deſired to print the Subſtance 


( 339, ) 
of ſich his Opinion, for the more acifacery. 
Information of the Public. LE : 5 


And Bly, Rex50LvED, That the Sheriff f 
bo deſired to ſign theſe Reſolutions, and cauſe 
them to be printed in the Newcaſtle Newt: | 


998 . 
FRANCIS BLAKE, snERTPr. 
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To the FREEHOLDERS . Con nr I 
of NORTHUMBERLAND. - 
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rovszxax Town, 
„ Dec 26, 1785, 
GENTLEMEN, oh; 


— 


YASTING Lf eye over inks laſt nba 
' remarks * which I had the honour of ſub- 
niliting: to your conſideration, it ſtruck my 
mind forcibly, that ſome reaſonable objection 
might be made to the following expreſſion : * 


2 


5 . The remarks referr-d to are now inter woven and forin 2 
part of the foregoing Petition, f ; 


A 


* 


( 349 
« In all ſuch caſes the Law preſumes a fair and 
6 regular diſmemberment, a contract once ex- 
jſting, though it cannot now be found, &c.“ 
(See page 326. ) Now the truth .is, there are 
really ſome caſes in which the Law will not pre- 
ſume, as I have mentioned; which caſes ought, 
of courſe, in the fair repreſentation of facts, to 
have been named and excepted. Be pleaſed, 
therefore, to make a mark of reference to the 


ſentence quoted, and enter the 8 at 
the bottom of the page: ** This will hold good 


in all caſes, ſave only in thoſe which extend 


« to an abſolute non decimation of the land, in few 
« * of which will the law allow the operation 
of any contract, except the contract itſelf ap- 
« pear. That i is, though the grant of Parſon, 
Patron, and Ordinary 1 18 good of itſelf with- 
out any recompence or conſideration what- 
« ever where the grant appears, yet where 1 It 
« appears not, but runs out to preſcription, it 

« dies and periſnes. Whereof no other reaſon 
« is given, as Lord Chief Juſtice Hobart ob- 
« ſerves in his Reports (page 297.) but that our 
books ſay, that a man may preſcribe for his Land 
4 3n modo decimandi, but not in non decimando. 


o 


a 


- ® See in what cafes it is allowed 10 preſcribe'in non decimans. 5 
page 304 _ | 


J 341) 
And . Gentlemen, it may not be amiſs | 
to obſerve, that as the intendment of one of 
theſe proviſions is in favour of the Church, and 
as the other is in favour of Laymen, ſo does 
the like good reaſon move in both caſes, viz, 
That the one party may not ſpoil the other. I 
will not carry my partiality ſo far as to ſay, that 
this precaution was neceſſary for our ſecurity, 
and not for theirs. I think it was well done for 
both, and diſcovers a thorough knowledge of 
the heart of man. We ſee more plainly indeed 
from the preſent temper of ſome part, at leaſt, of 
the holy brotherhood, how wile and neceſſary 
this proviſion has been, in reſpect to ourſelves, 
for without it there would have been an end, I 
ſuppoſe, at this inſtant, of almoſt every Modus, 
Modus decimandi, and Compoſition whatever ; for 
it is altogecher in contemplation of the legal 
commencement of theſe diſcharges, that any 
of them are pleaded and allowed at this day. 
The proof direct of our title to them is not now 
within our reach, but neither on the other 
hand, is it in the reach of the Church, directly 
to impeach i it. I ſpeak this generally; to be 
more particular, I may venture to ſay, there is 
not one caſe in ten thou: and, which is capable 
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of being eier ſupported or ſet aſide, by Poßtire 
proof. By what means, then, can the mind of 
man be brought, under ſuch limitations, to that 
ſenſt of conviction, which is ſuited to decide. 
By reflecting ſeriouſly upon the nature and origin 
of the payments in queſtion, their known legs 
ty, and acknowledged frequency; by weigh- 
ing the circumſtance of their continuance, with- 
. out change or queſtion, through ſo many ſuc- 
ceſſive ages; through ſo many ſhrewd genera» 
tions.of men, whole vigilence and attention to 
their own cancerns, had grown even to a pro- 
verb; and by. adding to theſe, this palpable 
fact, that they have all along had their ect of 
diſcharge, in reſpect of any other mode of tithing. 
All theſe conſiderations combined torm a phalarix 
of evidence. And what has the Church to pro- 
duce againſt it? A poſſible caſe? Nay hardly ſo 
much, - a bare poſſibility that no ſuch contracts 
did ever exiſt, or it they did, that they were 
compaſſed by fraud! To what degree of eredi- 
bility this far-fetched fancy is entitled; and to 
which of the two caſes, contraſted as they ſtand, 
fair juſtice ſhould lean, reſts with them to pro- 
nounce, in whole province it is to determine be- 
tween us. In the mean time, however, you and 
5 all men are equally free to put forth an opinion 
of the defence {et up. Of my opinion you have 


”" 


A 


1 
been long in poſſeſſion. But your's, Gentlemen, 
to my diſappointment, and the grief of many, 
you have not made known. Neither indeed have 
they, who have ſtarted Hels claims: but this is 
known, that! in the opinion * of all thoſe of their 
own. body. who have gone before them, the 
Clergy have no title whatever 70 the Tithes in 


queſtion. 6 ne 


I have ES, it 7 to cubjoin 1 5 
much that I might have the ſatisfaction of laying 
before you in ſmall bounds, the whole ſcope of 
this buſineſs; and that you, Gentlemen, might 
ſee clearly, and at one view, the ſtrength and 
weakneſs of both parties; that ſo informed, and 
ſo warned, you might neither fall unawares, or 
through deſpondency, into that fatal abyſs, which 
is opening for you: but that thoroughly appriſed 
of your own ſituation, and of the drift and ten- 
dency of your conceſſions, you might know of a 
truth, that by yielding this point to the Church, 
you would help them to dig your own grave; 
you would enable them to cut up by the roots 


your own defence of every other Modus or Com- 


poſition, for Tithe, in as much as reſting upon 
the ſame baſe. with the Modus decimand, * 
muſt all ſtand or fall together, 


4 


* Implied from their acquieſcence. 
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When I conſider, therefore, the vaſt i impore 
tance of the preſent queſtion=--the public man- 
ner in which it was brouglit before you the 


previous wiſh which ſeemed to pervade the 


| County that ſome perſon would produce: him- 
- Tf,” in order to bring to a point the general 
ſenſe, and draw it to determination; loſing the 
thought of my own unworthineſs in theſe con- 
ſiderations, I cannot forbear to flatter myſelf, 
that feeling for yourſelves, if not feeling for 
me, who for your ſakes have ſtood forth 1eſo- 
lutely upon this occaſion, you will yet, in your 
own good time, vouchſafe as a body to ſhew 
reſpect to the cauſe, by entering into ſome re - 
ſolutions declarative and explanatory of what 
opinion you may hold in the preſent diſpute. 50 
When this is done, from that moment will all 
new and upſtart claims take their farewell-de- 
parture. For as no point of law is more reaſo- 
nable, ſo neither i is there any which is better 
yooted, or of more certain effect than this — 
hat you may preſcribe for your land in the 
« way 1 have named, and that you ſhall have 
„ your diſcharge 1 in ſuch ſort allowed by virtue. 
* and force of the Modus decimandi.”” Your op- 
ponents are too knowing, to be ſuppoſed not to 
know this; they ſee it with fear and trembli 8. 


SF -- 
but are too wiſe alſo to confeſs what they know, 
while you ſeem in doubt. Till ſuch time, there- 

fore, as you are pleaſed to open your minds, there 

will be no end of your troubles: they will con- 3 
tinue to flatter themſelves that the ſtorm may | 
blow over; and, of courſe, will continue to har- 
raſs you, reſting in hope, that you do not, and 
will not perceive, or that ſeeing the truth, per- 
adventure you will not believe. But how vain 
and ghoſtlike muſt that hope be, which, in ſo 


clear a caſe, hangs only By the thi cad of In. bo 
a  ſurmiſe. | 


_ 


And now, Gentlemen, before I take my leave 
of this ſubject, let it be known to all, that if any 
thing whatever has been ſaid by me upon this 
or any other occaſion, as if ſeeming to NA 5 
upon the body of the Clergy, that I do hereby _ BY 
utterly, and moſt ſolemnly diſclaim either hav- 4 
ing had or having now any intention of the 
kind. No man, I will be bold to fay, is more 
loyally attached than I am to the holy Inſtitu- 
tion; no man can reverence the Clergy more 
truly than I do, can entertain a higher opinion 
of their worth, or would do more to ſerve and 
oblige them, as all who view me fairly, muſt, 
and do acknowiedge. Far be it from me, 
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therefore, - and far eit is from me, either to ſay, 
or inſinuate, or even to harbour the moſt diſtant 
thought, that the generality, or that any con- 
ſiderable proportion of the Clergy. would. con- 
tinue to lay claim to that, under any tempta- 
tion, which they either knew, or could eyen 
ſuſpect did not belong to them. But there are 
fome bad men of eyery deſcription; and though 
1 have riſqued upon this general obſervation, a 
conjecture, in this, caſe, which ſhould apply 
mewhere ; yet, 1 hope for the honour and 
credit of Religion and Narure, that I am this time 
in an error; and that he, whoever he may be, 
who is either in your eſtimation, or mine, the 
| worſt * the bad ones, is not bad enough to do ſo. 


I remain, x; 


GunTLEMEN, 1 8 5 


* ith the greateſt Reed, 


To our fail and aft onate Set vant, 


OO FRANCIS BLAKE. | 
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ET it here be noted once for all, that 
4 whatever is advanced in any part of the 

proceeding Narrative, reſpecting the favour 
ſhewn by common-law to the claims of the 
Church, on proof of legal poſſeſſion; as alſo 
reſpecting the competency of Preſcription to 
reinſtate the Church, relates merely to the 
recovery of thoſe poſſeſſions which have been 
loſt ſince the power of alienation was taken 
away; it has no reference to thoſe other rights 
of which the Church was diveſted anticedent 
to that period. For what title can the Clergy 
of theſe times have to ſach poſſcſſions? A 
Layman might juſt as well lay claim to all the 
Eſtates which have been ſold out of his family 
by thoſe who had the power to diſpoſe of them, 
as Church Men claim the ſcattered parts of pro- 
perty which thoſe of their own body, who 


* 
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were free to do To, conveyed to others. Had 
it been permitted to Preſcription to range back 
into thoſe times, what "ſcenes of outrage had 
marked its progreſs. To form ſome faint idea 
of the fatal effects of ſuch a licence, we have 
only to contemplate the colour and quality of 


certain ſamples recently ſtruck out of ſimilar 


diſputes. Happily, however, it is no more in 
the power of Preſcription to go thoſe fearful 


lengths, than it is in alchymy to turn lead 


Into. gold. The only rights which are now re- 


coverable are thoſe which the Church retained 
when the power of alienation was taken from 


the Clergy; and what can thoſe rights be but 
thoſe | which' the Church has fince enjoyed? 


Let me aſk a queſtion---Do the Clergy of theſe 


days look up to the recovery of rights which 
were not claimed by the Clergy who were co- 
temporary with the acts which put an end to 
alienation? Do they look up, I ſay, to the re- 


covery of rights which thoſe of their own 


tribe, who 88818 not fail to be better informed 
than any who are now / ving, of all particulars 


which had any relation to Church property 
did not demand, and did not of courſe be- 


lieve themſelves entitled to? Do the preſent 
race require other advantages chan thoſe Men 
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were content to enjoy, or than zhoſe who were 
next in ſucceſſion, or any who followed to 
theſe our times ? Can this be poſſible! Can 
reaſon require of juſtice to draw a line which 
is more favourable to the Church, than that 


which admits its claims upon its own uniform 
conſtruction of them? 4 | 


Then how is it that the Clergy have 6 5 
4 in to engage in this buſineſs? It is be- 


cauſe they would have acted out of nature to 


have done otherwiſe. It is not in nature to 


be very inquiſitive after proof againſt ourſelves. 
It i is not in nature to admit argumet ts in fa- 
vour of others againſt ourſelves without reluc- 


tance. But it is in nature to be as they have 
been, -eaſily perſuaded into a belief of the 
fitneſs of thoſe proceedings which. ſquare with 


our intereſt. The Clergy had, therefore, a 


reaſonable apology, when they firſt ſet on foot 


their claims; they had likewiſe a reaſonable 


apology while matters remained in doubt; but 


now that the eyes of all men are opened to 
ſee the way in which ch of us ſhould. walk, 


the caſe is altered. 


| plead that they do not ſuſpect their title; it 
cannot now be thought that they do not be- 
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They have not now, to 
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| Heve it void. In Men of ſenſe and found 
judgment, ſuch as the Clergy are for the moſt 
part, it would be mere affectation of dulneſs 
in them to ſay they are not convinced of their 
error. With equal juſtice and ſhew of truth might 
they complain of darkneſs at noon-day, while 

the Lamp of Heaven is blazing before them. 


And here it may not be amiſs to obſerve 
that the laſt concluding ſentence reminds me 
of a friendly momento received not long fince, 
to the following effect That my manner 
« of expreſſing myſelf had given offence, and 
_ « injured my cauſe ;” I ſhall, therefore, beg 

leave to ſubjoin a few explanatory words on 
that e 


It is an chfireaion of the 9 Mr. sel 
don's, that ** when judges in ſpeaking of the 

% King's Proclamation, - ſay, this is the inten- 

« tion of the King; it is not meant that the 
* King had declared his intention any other- 
« wiſe to judge than to the reſt of the nation, 
* but that the judgeWxamining the contents 
of the Proclatation® gathers by. the purport 
© of the words the King's intention; and then 
e for ſhortneſs of expreſſion. I is the 
46 King's intention.“ 


— 


— 
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Asit! is, therefore, with thoſe zudgee „e never 
were cenſured for ſuch expreſſions, fo fares it 
with me in reſpect of any ſayings of mine, 
which however expreſt, or to what other per- 
ſon imputed, are merely meant as the ſigns f 
my own opinion drawn from ſources of the beſt 
information within my reach, When I Tay for 
inſtance, that ſuch i, the intention of the Legif- 
lature, or that ſuch neceſſarily muſt be the opinion 
f the Church, I mean no more than to ſay 
| 2 I humbly conceive it to be as I have ſtated 

it. And though I may ſeem to ſpeak moſt 
2 on ſuch occaſions, nothing was ever 
further from my thoughts than to ſpeak dicta- 
torially, as if meaning to preclude others from 
the free exerciſe of their judgments, . and bind 
them down to my decifions. Had this been 
meant, there would indeed have been room 


for offence, but under the preſent MN ran 


I hope and truſt, if 50 has been along 
will not remain. - . - 


WK 
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Canan. it 18 that no doctrine was ever more 


nion, Wa as tak ys is it ſaid by me, = 


Preſcription has no more power in chis cr 
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to; to bring about the reſtitution of rights which 
have not been exerciſed by the Church ſince 
the acts were paſt which put an end to aliena- 
tions, than it has in Turkey where its name 
and nature were never known. 


677 I have erred, 1 in this particu- 
lar, or if their is any other admiſſible mode 
of adjuſtment, if there is any other line which 
can be drawn between the parties, any other 
fair diſtinction which can be made between 
chat which is theirs and that which is ours, 
between that which they parted with, pe 
what they retained, let thoſe who think to 
make it known; but if none occurs, if none 
is extant, holding here as it were in my 
hand the Olive Branch of Peace, — having 
here before us a certain ſafe and eaſy rule by 
which theſe feuds may be brought to an end, 
let us henceforth reſolve to obſerve the ſame, 
and live as becomes us in Chriſtian FP ; 
with one another. | 


4 


5 | 1 


bh 


Rd 


Fowsn ERRY-TOWER, 
March 25, 1789. 
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WHILE this collection was preparing for 
the preſs, the public prints announced a Letter 


addreſſed to me by an unknown hand, pur- 


porting to be a refutation of my opinions re- 
ſpecting the Abolition of Tithes and the Reform 
of the Church Revenue. I have ſince peruſed 
the Letter, and after ſo long a ſilence, and ſo 


many years to prepare an anſwer, that ſuch an 


anſwer ſhould have been prepared for public 


. inſpection ſurpriſes me much. To quote from | 


a friend an apt expreſhion-—-* they are the 
only ſixty-eight pages 1 ever read, from 


„ which no information could be collected.“ 


And yet from me to my new correſpondent, 
unfeigned thanks are due, for he has done 
more for me in that ſmall compaſs, than if 
twenty volumes had been written by thole who 
think as I do in favour of my opinions. And 
now that I have paid my compliments to him 


by that acknowledgment, I ſhall take my 


leave, ſubjoining only, the better to ſettle 
his mind, the following extract from another 
Letter. 5 
Z. 
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5 The moſt extraordinary publication has 
appeared lately that ever diſgraced the Annals 
of Literature. It profeſſes to be a refutation 
of your arguments for the Abolition of Tithes 
and the Reform of the Church Revenue. The 
writer takes offence at the confidence of your 
aſſertions, and well he might if likened to his 
they were mere aſſertions. But founded as 
your aſſertions are in the fair preſumption of 
truth, drawn from ſources of the beſt legal 
and hiſtorical information, the fault he finds is 
transfered from them to thoſe authorities which 
give the confidence that he complains of. And 
10 indeed, he declares it to be, for in ſetting 
out to expoſe as he pretends * the fallacy of 
« your reaſoning, to combat the confidence 
&© of your A ten and to eſtabliſh the 
claims of the Church,” what does he tell 
us? His words are theſe,-—-<* Hiſtorical evi- 
« dence and legal authority I have purpoſely 
* omitted.” And why has he done ſo? For 
two of the ſtrangeſt. reaſons that ever were 
broached. Becauſe, ** the one might be deem- 
« ed the reſult of ſuperſtition, the other of 
e partiality.” The man that could give ſuch 
reaſons is very unfit to be reaſoned with, and 
therefore by no means worthy of your notice. 
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Beſides he has handled the ſubject! in ſuch a 
manner, the public would think it an inſult 
offered to their diſcernment to have one word | 
written by you by way of anſwer ; for ſuch 
is his groſs perverſion of your meaning, it is 
not poſſible that any underſtanding can be 

miſled. You may therefore ſafely leave it as 
he has propoſed, © to the unbiaſſed * 
of a canded public.“ | 
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